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.King.Agamemnon, commander of the Grecian host in the expedition against .
Troy, on his return to Mycenae was murdered by his unfaithful wife Clytemnestra
and her paramour Aegisthus. His infant son Orestes was rescued by his daughter
Electra and sént away in the care of a faithful tutor.te growup inadistant land
and.become his fathers. avenger.. Electra remained at home, continually mourning
for her father and denouncing the murderers, who treated her with the utmost con-
téempt.and abuse, while favoring her sister Chrysothemis, who had accepted the

situation.

The action of the play begins some years later,when Orestes may be -expected
to return. The scene is in front of the royal palace.

The aged tutor enters with Orestes and his friend Pylades. = After he has
described the scene they develop a plan of action, agreeing that the tutor shall
appear alorie as a messenger from a friend with news of the supposed death of Or_
estes in a chariot race. The voice of Electra is heard lamenting within,.and the

tutor hurries them both away, as it is not yet time for her to know of their .
presence. Electra enters and bewails her lot in. a monody. She is joined by a
chorus of fifteen maidens of Mycenae who praise her fortitude, console her for her
misfortunes and prophesy the speedy retutrn of Orestes. Chrysothemis entersand re-
proves Electra for her folly in open opposition, warning her that she is 1ikely to suf_
fer solitary confinement. She relates a troubled dream of Clytemnestra’s, that Agamem.
non was alive and had planted his sceptre,which grew to a fruitful bough that over-
'shadowed the land: on account of this dream she is Being sent with offerings to her
father’s tomb, but is persuaded to substitute tokens from Electra and herself.
The first Choral Ode follows, in which the chorus make a favorable interpretation
- of the dream, concluding with a lament for the woes of the house of Pelops.

Gif

Clytemnestra enters and defends her conduct against the reproaches of Electra.
z’rl{e aged tutor makes his appearance according to plan and gives a spirited des -
"coription of the chariot race in which he feigns that Orestes lost his life. He with-
Sdraws with the queen and Electra with the chorus mourn the untimely fate of her

Uhrother. Chrysothemis returns joyfully, annouticing that she has found fresh of -
éferin—gs on her father’s tomb, which she believes are a sign of the return of Orestes.

. -She is downagast at the tidings of his supposed death but refuses to accede to El . .

<Sectra’s resolution to take vengeance into their own hands. ,



In the second Choral Ode the chorus. bewail the unfilial conduct of men com.-
pared with birds of the air,and praise Electra’s constancy.

Orestes and Pylades enter withtwo attendants bearing an urn, which they say
contains the ashes of Orestes, Electra takesthe urn and delivers an address of
such pathos that Orestes presently reveals himself. The aged. tutor’ interrupts
their joyous greetings to urge instant action before Aegisthus returns from the
country. They accordingly enter the house leaving the chorus alone while they
sing the short third Choral Ode, describing the approaching vengeance of the
gods. Electra returns to watch for Aegisthus, and they hear the shrieks of Cly-
temnestra within, as her execution takes place.

Orestes and Pylades re-enter and meet the approaching Aegisthus,who inquires
.about the visitors and thelr news. The veiled body of Clytemnestra is brought forth,
which he supposes to be that of Orestes. .On discovering his error he is driven

‘within to share her fate and the chorus welcome the return of happierdays for
the house of Atreus.

Suggestions for Performance

To perform‘‘Electra” it is necessary.to have,in addition to the speaking cast and
éttendants,a chorus-of fifteen singers, one of whom should be able to speak for
the chorus in dramatic.scenes.. While.fifteen is the traditional number, the
chorus might be reduced to four if necessary. The six funeral dancers are not
essential to the performance, but add to the effect. '

The accompaniment may be_rendered with piano alone, or with the addltxon of
a few orchestral instruments, if the full orchestration is not available.

The translation employed is that of Lewis Campbell, slightly modified-in the cho-
rus dialog, except for the choral odes, which have been especially translated by the
composer in the original rhythms. If desired the Greek could be used for the en-
tire performance. -

The Play should be given without interruption and lasts almost exactly two hours.
It requires a minimum of scenery; a central door with shrubbery on each side, two
long benches for the chorus, and an altar, being.the essential properties.
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She invokes the gods above

She inbokes the gods below .
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Enter TUTOR,ORESTES and PYLADES
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She invokes the gods above
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She in‘vokes the gods below
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Enter TUTOR,O0RESTES and PYLADES
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Enter ELECTRA
Andante J

SCENE I
. Monody-Electra
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In this and all similar numbers the music must be carefully subordinated to the voice
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- My father, who didst die A cruel death of piteous agony.
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