
ANT IGONE - LE END : !RqLÆG UE

Frlencis: Unknorrn may be to you
the lofry speech of thls poem,
thousands of years olcl,
which we have here oreparecl. Unfamillar
to you ls its sub ject, rvhlch to llsteners! once
was known by heart. Therefore al-low us
to present to you the eharacters: Antigone,
a prineess, <laughter of Oedipus. lsmene, her sisEer.
Kreon, Èyrant of the eity of Thebes, Antigoners .rncle.
Hamon, his son, Antigoners flanee.
Teiresias, the seer.
And a Chorus of Elders of the eity of Thebes.
The tyrant ls waglng a war of plunder agalnst dlstant Argos"
Eteokles and Polynelces, Antlgoners brothers, -
have both been trampled to death by Kreonrs war-horse,
one driven lnto battle, the other running ar.ray.
The tyrant has decreed thaÈ the one shall be burled

wlth all due honors,
whlle the other shall be left to rot, unburled,
and anyone who tries to cover the body wlll be condemned

to death.
Anttgone, caught ln the act, ls brought before the King.
Kreon eondemns her to be walled up alive ln a cave.
Hamon, hls son, pleads for her llfe ln vain.
Antlgone takes a. step agalnst lnhumanlty, and Kreon

destroys her.
But hls war, now seen to be lnhuman,
breaks down. The stubbornly rlghteous glrl,
who dlctnrt mlnd saerif iclng herself for her own enslaved

people,
has ended Lt. We ask you now
to search ln your mlnds for slmllar deeds
in more reeent timesr or for the lack
of similar deeds. And now you wlll
6ee and hear us on this llttle stage,
where once, under the sacriflclal skulls
of a barbarian cult
i.n the grayness of ancient times
hurnanlty stood up and was great,

(8. Brecht tr. F.R.)
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