There 1s a Difference
for Narrator, Clarinet, and String Quartet
based on a story by Hans Christian Andersen

Elaine Fine
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Spring spoke about herself from a little apple tree, from which hung a branch that was heavy
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with a glorious mass of rosy buds,

that were just ready to open

This branch knew how lovely it was,
because that knowledge lies in the leaf
as well as in the flesh.
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that it was spring itself in its loveliest form.

was the most beautiful she had ever seen--
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shading it from the sun with her silk parasol

and carried it in her dainty hand,

So she broke off the apple branch
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as they drove onward to her castle
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Fleecy-white curtains fluttered in the castle's open windows,
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in front of many shining, transparent vases full of beautiful flowers.
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The young Countess placed the apple branch in a vase that held green beech leaves.
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It was a lovely sight indeed.

passed through the rooms, and they expressed their admiration in different ways, according to their rank. Some said too much
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and some said nothing at all.

some said too little,
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Through observing this the apple branch began to realize that there are differences among people as well as among plants.
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otherwise everybody would be treated as though they were alike.
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How unhappy those lowly creatures must feel,
if they are capable of feeling anything.
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The apple branch looked down with special pity on the dandelions. They shot up everywhere in the meadows and ditches,

and they even shot up between paving stones.
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"A difference?" asked a sunbeam
as it kissed the apple branch?
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But there are too many of the
Devil's Milk Pails!
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I kiss all the flowers equally, the poor as well as the rich."
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like little bits of wool, and hang on people's clothes. They're just weeds! I suppose there must be weeds, but I'm

certainly grateful that I'm not one of them.
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The apple branch saw a flock of children run into the meadow to play. The youngest child was so tiny

that he had to be carried by the others.
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They set the tiny child down in the grass, among the golden blossoms, and he laughed and gurgled with joy.
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N Granny told them that whoever could blow away all the white feathers with one breath would receive new clothes before

the year was out.
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The poor, despised dandelion was considered quite
a prophet on such occasions.
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As she gently removed the leaves, the apple branch could see that what she carried was the delicate, feathery crown of
starry seeds
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destined so soon to be scattered by the wind.
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This poor flower is lovely too, in another way. They are very different, yet both are children in the kingdom of the beautiful.
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The sunbeam kissed the dandelion, and then it kissed the apple branch, whose petals seemed to blush an even brighter shade of red.
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