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Merlin, beware,
"T is sorcery!

CHORUS
O, heed her not!
We fear for thee!
Merlin, beware,
T is sorcery!
Behold, her hair
Is rusted gold,
Her face is young,
Her cyes are old,
Her checks arc pale,
She bringeth dole;
Her glance doth show
A forfeit soul !

VIVIAN
O heed them not!
O come with me!
Have faith, my lord,
I love but thee!
MERLIN

Behold, thy hair
1 Is shining gold,
Thy beauty young,
Thy wisdom old;
Thy face is pale
For love’s sweet dole,
But, O, my love,
L Thou art my soul!

CHORUS
Now fare they forth across the world
To find the fairyland of joy,
Where dwell the Ladies of the Lake
"Mid pleasures that can never cloy.
And now they pause within a wood,
The haunted forest of Arroy.

The fabled forest-haunt of the fairies — a glade sur-
rounded by giant trees, in the centre of whick rises
a bill whereon, at the bidding of Merlin, the Spirits
will build the Palace of Foyousguard.
MERLIN (calling upon the Spirits)
Out of the womb of earth,
Out of the caverned air,
From scawaves green and gold,
From fires’ burning lair,
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Spirits of flame and wind,
Ye who must serve the Tryne,
The Star of the Mystic Inde,
Come to my magic call!
Come, I command ye!

ARIEL (the Spirit of music and light)
We come, we are here,
We kiss thy hand.

CHORUS or SPIRITS
We come, we are near!

ADRIHIM (Spirit of the architeld of Sueliman's
temple)

Salaam to thee!

May the Wise One live a thousand years!

For I am thy servant Adrihim,

Adrihim, who builded

The Palace of King Sueliman.

MERLIN
Rear me there a glorious dwelling,
Gold and azure cramoisie,
Rear its beauty past all telling,
Fill it sweet with minstrelsy;
Set its gardens fair and spacious,
Fairest ever made for man,

Fashion all things bright and gracious
Fit for Lady Vivian !

ARIEL
We obey, obey!

CHORUS oFf SPIRITS
Thy will is law !

ADRIHIM
I hear, and obey!

CHORUS

So: Joyousguard is builded fair,

Formed from azure of the air,

Warmed bright with sunset golden glows,
Capped with shining argent snows ;
Throughout its courts perfumed with Spring
Swecet young voices softly sing.

ADRIHIM, ARIEL
Master, thy slaves have built aright.
Enter the Palace of Delight!

CHORUS or SPIRITS
Enter the Palace of Delight!
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MERLIN
Now what befalls?— My senses reel —
Help! Vivian! I feel
My being ebb—thou art not nigh—
Kiss me, my Lady, before I die!

Vivian spins the magic skroud.
CHORUS orf SPIRITS
Woe ! woe! woe! woe!
She bends above him, laughs aloud,
Unbinds her hair of rusted gold;
Sce, from her quick and cunning hands
A shroud of golden hair unfold
Like a huge spiderweb of Hate,
That wraps him in its meshes cold.

VIVIAN
From my hair a shroud I spin,
Wrought of magic and of sin;
Merlin, all I learned of thee,
Yet know naught to set thec free!
Here in stupor shalt thou lie,
Till a thousand years go by,
But one thought for company :
Thou liest here for love of me,
Love of Lady Vivian,
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Merlin is scaled within the tomb.

CHORUS
She signs, and waves her peacock fan:

Behold, a yawning cavern tomb!
And now the Spirits at her word

Bear Merlin’s corpse across the room,
’Mid lighted tapers, row on row,

And voices wailing through the gloom.

MERLIN
Vivian! Vivian ! Vivian!

VIVIAN
Farewell, then! Lie thou there in state,
Canopied by mine own Hate.

CHORUS of SPIRITS
Curses on thee, Vivian!
Every Spirit gives thee hate;
Thou hast no need of book or bell
To condemn thy soul to hell!

MERLIN
1 forgive thee, Vivian!
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Merlin and Vivian
A Lyric Drama

Ethel Watts Mumford Part 1 Henry K.Hadley. Op.52

A fairy isle, Avalon, which floats at the will of Morgan-le-Fay, its queen, the enemy of Merlin
and King Arthur. In the distance rises the palace, where dwell Vivian,the sorceress, and the ladies
of the court; terraces descend to the ses,where are the marble quays,and the anchorage of the Ship
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Part II

Hall of the Knights of the Round Table: King Arthur presiding, with Merlin, his chief councilor,
at his right hand. The kings are assembled and the feast is in progress when Vivien craves admis-
sion as the bearer of a peace-token from Morgan-le-Fay, kinswomen and enemy to Arthur.
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Part III
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