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ACT 1.

“Bell’ alba foriera”
The moon brightly beaming.

“ Una vergine” ... .
Like an angel.
“E fia vero?” ...

Can this be?
“ Bei raggi lucenti ”
Blue skies pure are beamzng
“ Silenzio”
Ilush, silence !
“Dolee zeffiro” ...
Gentle breezes.
“ Messaggiera gentile”
Oh, thou gentlest of escorts.
“ Ah, mio bene” ...
Dearest treasure.

“F I'nom che la desia & il Re” ..

Then he——

“Si, che un tuo solo accento”

One word from thes.

ACT IL

“Giardini dell’ Aleazar”
Sweet gardens, lov'd Alcazar,

“Ma de’ malvagi”
I all their rage defy.
“ Vien, Leonora” s

Leonora, ceasel

% Ah, Leonora” ...
Ah, Leonora.

“ Quando le soglie” N
When from the roof.

“ Poni tregua al dolor” ...
Fairest queen, raise thy head.
..

o e oo

“ Ah, Sire” . e
Ah, Sire.

“ Ah paventa il furor” ..,
Dread lest Heaven above.

“Voi tutti che m'udite”
Be all by this admonished.

ACT III

“ A lei son presso alfine”
At last I am near her.

“Leonora”
Leonora.

“Fia dunque vero”
Can I believe it ?

“ 0 mio Fernando” s
Dearest Feraando-

“Ines ?” ...
Ines?

¢ Di gia nella cappella”...
From yonder fane.

“Ah! che da tanta gioja”
Ah! in what realms ethereal,

“Di gia nella cappella”...
From yonder fane.

“ Questo & troppo” vee
Thus a fair name.
¢ Per me del Ciel” e

Kind Heav'n,

“0 Ciel, di quell’ alma”...
That soul so untroubled.

“ Questo & troppo”
Thou exceedest.

ACT 1IV.

“ Compagni, andiam” ..,
Come brethren.,

“ Figlio diletto” ... e
Beloved son!

“ Spirto gentil” )

Spirit so fair, .
“ Angiol d’amore ”
“ Figlio, deh vien”
This way, my son.
“ Ah va, t'invola”

Hence, avaunt thee!
“Pietoso al par del Nume”

Ah! heaven-like, thy mercy showing.

“ Ah taci, & vana speme!”
Ah! say not, for all is ended !
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Nore—As the Romanza “ Spirto gentil ” is very frequently sung to another version, that of “ Angiol d'amore,” both versions are inserted

fn his edition. At page 259 small notes are inserted in the 5th bar to indicate that the measure may be doubled, in aceordance with a usage
which has been adopted on high authority.
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DRAMATIS PERSONZE.

Arronso XI. (Re v Oastzﬂza) . - ess  Baritono.
Lroxora p1 GUSMAN s . . Soprano.
Fernanvo ... .o . . .ne eee  Tenore.
Bavpassare (Superiore del Oonvmto di S. Juago) . «. Basso.
Do~ Gasparz (Ufficiale del Re) . ce.  Tenore.
Ings (Confidente di Leonora) eee  Soprano.
U~ SieNore . . .. Tenore.

Cono——Sanom e Dame della C’orte Pr(ggz, Gumdw Montanam,
Soldati, Frati di S. Giacomo e Pellegrini.

The subject of this libretto which has inspired Donizetti with one of his most dramatic
and solidly elaborated operatic works is a fictitious tale of unhappy love built up on the slight
historical foundation of the passion illicitly entertained by ArpmONsO XI. of Spain, the
conqueror of the Moors, for LEONORA GUZMAN, a lady of great beauty and intellectual gifts,
for whose sake he came nigh repudiating his Queen. Leonora was induced to leave her
father’s roof, and, believing that the King would marry her, a residence was assigned her in
the Island of Leon, where she was surrounded with every grace and luxury that could make
life delightful. While here she visited the neighbouring monastery of St: James of Compos-
tella, where she inspired a young novice FERNANDO, on the point of taking his vows, with a
violent passion, which she herself reciprocates. BALTHAZAR, the prior of the monastery,
questions Fernando on the cause of the change which has recentiy come over him, and elicits a
confession of his infatuated attachment. The prior had looked upon Fernando, from his
ardent religious zeal, as his successor, and is proportionately shocked at his backsliding. After
vainly remonstrating with him, he drives him from the community.

Fernando now becomes a constant visitor of Leonora in her island retreat, whither he is
conducted blindfold by an attendant. IHe presses her at last to become his wife, but she
informs him it cannot be, and urges him to forget her and make his way in the world, adopt-
ing some career of honour for which she has provided. She then tenders him a scroll con-
taining his commission ; he still pleads his suit, when they are interrupted by the arrival of
the King, and Fernando is hurried off, taking with him his commission, and ignorant of the
cause of his dismissal. The interview between Alphonso and Leonora is one of reproaches
on her part for having been deceived into the position of the King’s favourite, and on his of
protestations of devoted attachment, when they are broken in upon by Balthazar, who is the



father of the King’s legitimate consort, and who taxes him with the intention of discarding his
Queen to marry Leonora, threatening them with the anger of the Church if they do not then
and there separate. He is defied by the King and leaves, calling down heaven’s vengeance on
the guilty couple. Meanwhile the King goes forth to meet the Moorish host, whom he
conquers, driving them from the country. Fernando has distinguished himself in the battle,
saving the King’s life, and is marked out for every honour and distinction. Asked how he
shall be rewarded, he replies that he is in love with a lady of the court and wishes for no
other guerdon than her hand. The King asks her name, when Leonora appears, and he
points to her as the object of his passion. Alphonso had heard that he was being betrayed,
but dreamt not it was by his protdgé. His vengeance is to unite them, and he Srders the
ceremony to be at once performed. Fernando is overjoyed, but Leonora’s satisfaction is
clouded by the thought that her lover is not aware of her position. She charges her
attendant to reveal all, but the latter is detained a prisoner by the King’s order, and cannot
perform her mission. Leonora supposes Fernando to be informed of her antecedents, and to
forgive them, when she is finally led to the altar by him. The ceremony is no sooner
performed when Fernando, seeking the congratulations of his friends, is destined to be
enlightened, but too late for aught but shame and insult. His proffered hand is refused, and
he is in the midst of a furious paroxysm of rage, when Balthazar appears, and is told that
Fernando has married Leonora. % What! the King’s mistress?” he exclaims. Fernando
is overwhelmed at the discovery. He seeks the King, publicly hurls the bitterest reproaches
at him, and finally breaks his sword, casting the fragments at his feet, and bidding the King
take back the honours and bencfits conferred on him as the price of infamy. Fernando ,
returns to the monastery, resolved on resuming his vows. Everything is ordered for the cere-
mony, when he is requested to attend to a young novice who has presented himself at the
gates of the convent entreating for shelter and repose. In this stranger he discovers Leonora,
who has come to entreat his forgiveness and explain her apparent deception. On finding she
was no party to his infamy his passion revives, and he urges her to fly with him. She, on the
contrary, exhorts him to devote himself to Heaven, the only safe asylum from the world’s
sorrows and disappointments, and while he is still uttering vows of devoted love she succumbs
to protracted suffering and conflicting emotions, and dies at his feet. The monks come
forward and lead Fernando away to fulfil his vows, impressed with the assurance that ere long
he will join the unhappy Leonora in another world.
The scene is laid in Spain, in the kingdom of Castille, in the year 1340.
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No. 1. INTRODUZIONE, CORO E RECITATIVO.
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- No. 2. ROMANZA.
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