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How Indians produce fire by drilling with a firestick.

The production of fire by rotating or twirling a firestick,between the palms
of the hands,or witha string _ what is known as the Fire-drill_ is yet common
among all American Indians, but seems more specially employed in their relig-
ious rites. It prevails in spite of all other inventions of the white man, being
held sacred, because Brought to them by the Firegod of the underworld, who.
they said, sent a firefly to the First-man to instruct him how to rotate a spin-
dle in a notched piece of wood, when the firefly ignited the wood-dust at its
point with a spark of fire.

Children in play, often roll a firestick between their palms and obtain sparks
in from one to two minutes, and sometimes within less than ten seconds, all de-
pending on the dryness and brittleness of the wood;as also on the rapidity of ro-
tating the stick. California Indians and other Southwestern tribes prefer the
bark of the redwood (sequoia), cedarwood,or the Yuka tree, being soft and brit-
tle.

7 Various methods of the fire-drill are in vogue, the quickest, perhaps, being
the Bow-drill _ a bent staff witha cord fastened at each end and wound around
the drillstick, the bow being moved swiftly forward and back. Another way,
also operated by a single person, is that of leaning against'the top ‘piece cov-
ered with a bone or shell-cap, and holding the stick betv}e'en the knees.

Sometimes two persons will combine to rotate a stick by a string,(called the
Bow-string Driil.) In hunting or’while on the tramp, Indians occasidnally resort
to the steel and flint, but seem to aveid the modern match, as an invention of the
white demon.

In the singing of this Fire-song, the Mojave- Apache Indian from whorﬁ the
record was taken, repeated the melody three times, with slight variation in each
repetition, during which timé he drilled and set on fire sixteen different hearths,

all within three minutes,using only the Palm-drill.
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No.9791 Indian Fire-Drill Song
“URU KURU”
(As sung by the Mojave-A paches,while revolving the Firestick.)
Recorded and transcribed
by CARLOS TROYER.
Introduction.
Allegretto. (Setting the Firestick)
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International Copyright Secired.

Note. The instrumental part of this song may be executed as an independent piane piece.
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A Complete List of the

Traditional Songs and Dances of the Zuni Indian
and Other South-Western Tribes
Transcribed and Harmonized by
CARLOS TROYER
1. ““The Sunrise Call’”’ (or Echo Song) . . . . . . . . . . . . o o v v v v v v v v 50c. *E-1I
. a) Incantation upon a sleeping infant . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 30c. E-I
2, “Z L ”
unian Lullaby {b) Invocation to the Sun-God . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... 30c. E-I
N. B —These two numbers, ¢ and b, should be sung together as one Concert song.
3. “Zuni Lover’s Wooing’’ (or Blanket Song) . . . . . . . . .. e e e e e e e e e 40c. E-I
4. “The Coming of Montezuma’’ (with great drum reveille) . . . . . . e e e e e e 60c. E-I
5. ““The Festive Sun Dance of the Zunis’ (their annual Thanksgiving day) ........ 50c. E
6. ‘“ The Great Rain Dance of the Zunis’’ . . . . . . . . e e e e e e e+« .. T5. E
7. “Indian Fire Drill Song: ‘Uru-Kuru’” (Mohavé-Apaché) . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 60c. E-I
N. B.—The accompaniment of this song serves alone as a complete Concert piece.
8. “Hymn to the Sun’’ (a Jubilee Song) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... 60c. E
The most ancient and sacred chant of the Sun-worshippers. It proclaims the origin of Music and Sound
i? lt)le derived from the Sun’s rays, and also extols the commandments of their Forefathers to ““Seek the
ight.”
9. “Sunset Song’’—an evening thanks offering to the Sun . . . . . . . . v e vv o oo 30c E-I
10. “Hunting Song and Dance of the Cliff-dwellers”” . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 50c. E
11. ‘“Apache Medicine Chant’ . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... ... e e e e e e 40c. E
. . a) “Awakening at Dawn’” (an early morning processional) . . . . 40c. E-I
Lo y/ lodies”’ ] )
12. ““Two Zunian Melodies {b) “Recall of the Tribal Hunters” (Signal Calls of the Pueblos) .
* E—English Text. I—Indian Text.
INSTRUMENTAL (Piano)
13. “Ghost Dance of the Zunis’’ (with Violin and Gong accompaniments, ed #6.) . . . . . . . . . 80c.
14. ‘“Kiowa-Apache War Dance’ (with scenic and historic account) . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 80c.
15. ¢“Zunian Clown Dance’’ (Kor-kok-shi) a grostesque, comical extravaganza . . . . . . . . . . . 50c.
INDIAN MUSIC LECTURE
In connection with the above publications there is an important
‘“Indian Music Lecture,”’ by Carlos Troyer, giving an historic outline of the Cliff-dwellers of the South-
West, in particular the Zunis, their customs, government, strange psychic practices, and their
fascinating and remarkable music. . . . . . . . . . . .. - | R0
To purchasers of the entire set of somgs this lecture will be given free. A descriptive Program of the above
Indian music numbers, giving a full detail of their significance, origin and history, may be had free by applying to
THEODORE PRESSER CO., Publishers
1712 Chestnut Street, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
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