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Hunting Song of the Cliffdwellers
Sketched by Carlos Troyer
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The HUNTING SONG OF THE CLIFFDWELLERS is distinctly of
ancient origin,as it is claimed by the oldest cliffdwellers of both North
and South America as a tribal song. Its employment by the North
American races has been variously adopted by the Comanches,Mokis,
Navahos and Zunis as a Hunting song,though the Kiowas and Apaches
are using it as a War song as well as a Medicine song. In the plateaux of
Bolivia and Peru and among the cannibal tribes of Guiana and Bra-
zil, it is still known as a war song.

How,or where it originated, is as much of a mystery, as the symbolic
“Swastika’) which has been found in all parts of the globe.

“Tahwia’” the oldest song composer of the Pueblos, speaks of it,as a
traditional national chant of the Mayas and Aztecs,which they called
their “war cry? Its wild and joyous strains,its exuberance and. fiery
spirit, has a magical effect upon the minds of the pueblo people. No
wonder the Apaches say: “It raises the dead from their slumbers.’

In general it is sung and danced in wnison X though sung by a single
singer, it invariably arouses the enthusiasm of the cliffdwellers,im-
pelling them to join in the song.
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No 770 Hunting Song of the Cliffdwellers

(of North and South America)
Transcribed and harmonized
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Rise ye,hunters brave Who fear not wolf,nor bear nor cave.
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Rise ye tri-bal sons Your spearand ar - rows need no gun Throwsharpyour boom-er-ang
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Giveyoursling a mer-ry twang Boomer-ang, mer-ry twang, Strike hard your war-gong:Tom tom,tom.
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Rise ye hun-tersbrave Who fear not wolf, nor bear nor cave Rise ye tri-bal sonsyour
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spearand ar - rowsneed no gun Throwsharpyour boomer-ang Giveyoursling a

mer-ry twang
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Boomeer-ang, merry twang Strike hard your war gong Down in the mead-ow bout, We
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find the rabbitsroam a-bout Near where thestream-lets meet,The an-te-lops dre seen to feed,
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Herewe stop, Downwe drop,Setting the bow, Boom-erang we throw, Seethem leap, Downthe deep Tew-wit )
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Come,come, come, come

En - ter the can-yonneap,And

up the cliff and down the steep With
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cau-tious step we on-ward keep But Look,look, look, look, Look for the wolf and bear,The
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beat up the gong, Might-y  strong, full and long Tom, tom, tom, tom.
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Con fuoco-with fire and enthusiasm
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spearand ar - row need no gun. Throw sharpyourboom-er-ang, Giveyoursling a mer-ry twang,
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Boom-er - ang, mer - ry twang, Strike hard your war - gong.
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