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Interpretation Notes

In order to avoid any confusion in the interpretation and performance of these
preludes, a brief explanation on how certain aspects of this score should be
interpreted has been provided below.

A short fermata (/\) should be interpreted as a very short pause or hesitation, almost
as if the music slows down slightly for an instant in anticipation of the note or phrase
that follows it. The performer should not hold notes or rests with a short fermata for
more than half of a beat.

A standard fermata () should be interpreted as a short pause, adding no more than
one beat to the value of the note or rest in question.

A long fermata (™), similar to a standard fermata, should be interpreted as a long
pause, adding between one and three beats to the value of the note or rest in question.

A tenuto mark ( - ) indicates that the note should be held slightly longer than its
written value, almost giving the impression that it is extending into the following
note.

An accent mark (> ) indicates that the note should be emphasized moreso than the
notes that surround it.

A staccato mark ( . ) indicates that the note should be played with roughly half of its
written value.

A staccatissimo mark (7) indicates that the note should be played with an emphasized
attack, and a very quick release, almost in the manner of pizzicato on a string
instrument.

Brackets around a note head ((®)) indicate that the note should be played with much
less emphasis than the notes that surround it.

If the duration of the performance is a sensitive issue, the performer can treat any
repeat signs liberally, and choose to ignore any that would cause the performance to
continue for too long. However, in order to maintain a sense of balance throughout
the performance, the performer should try to retain as many of these repeats as
possible.



The metronome markings throughout these preludes should only be treated as
recommendations. Ideally, the performer should aim to play within 10BPM of the
recommended marking.

If these preludes are being performed on a piano with an extended lower bass range
(such as the Bosendorfer 290), Preludes No. 20 and No. 24 have optional notes that
utilise this extended range. Instructions have been provided on how to use these notes
where appropriate.

Further Information

If you have any questions regarding these preludes, or any other works by Steven
O'Brien, feel free to send an email to steven@steven-obrien.net. Reference recordings
and further information, including a digital version of this score for reprinting can be
found at http://www.steven-obrien.net/. Steven O'Brien can also be found on twitter
@SELOBrien.




Translations

Lentissimo
Lento
Largo
Larghetto
Adagio
Andante
Moderato
Allegretto
Allegro
Vivace
Presto
Prestissimo

Sempre
Con
Molto/Assai

Poco

Ad libitum/Rubato
Agitato
Doloroso/Dolore
Morendo/Mesto
Brio

Energico
Animato
Forzando

Grave
Maestoso
Mesto

Giocoso

Fuoco
Staccatissimo
Resoluto
Leggieramente
Misterioso
Marcato
Sostenuto
Pathetique
Appassionato
Cantabile

Very slowly
Slowly

Slowly

Quite slowly
Quite slowly
Moderately slowly
Moderately fast
Moderately fast
Fast

Quite fast and lively
Very fast

As fast as possible

Always...
With...
Very...

A little...

With free tempo
With agitation
With pain

With grief
With vigor
With energy
With animation
With force
With sadness
With majesty
With grief
With joy

With fire

With very pointed staccato
With a sense of resolution

Delicately
Mysteriously
Markedly (Accented)
Sustained
Pathetically
Passionately
Song-like
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in C major, Op. 2a
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PrestoJ =160

Prelude No. 3

in G major, Op. 2c
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in E minor, Op. 2d

Prelude No. 4
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Prelude No. 5
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Prelude No. 6
in B minor, Op. 2f

Steven O'Brien
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in A major, Op. 2¢g

Prelude No. 7

Steven O'Brien
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Prelude No. 8

in F-sharp minor, Op. 2h

Steven O'Brien
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in E major, Op. 2i

Prelude No. 9
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in C-sharp minor, Op. 2j

Prelude No. 10

Steven O'Brien
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in B major, Op. 2k

Prelude No. 11

Steven O'Brien
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in G-sharp minor, Op. 21

Prelude No. 12

Steven O'Brien
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Prelude No. 14

in E-flat minor, Op. 2n
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Prelude No. 16

in B-flat minor, Op. 2p
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Prelude No. 17

in A-flat major, Op. 2q

Steven O'Brien

sempre staccarissimo
Y Y Y Y Yy I I
Y Y Y Y Y Y I

Y
o | 1 Y Y Y J—
i C— . ! I '
| J 7 [ [ I &
— e @ o ?‘ | o | \
’ e JEY JEY
r i A
i \
\
4 YooY _ !
- vy v
|9 J2Y |
y 4\ v

“w

T T | Y
| \
b M| | VJJ.' Y Y I\I F
1L
[ i d I i
i

p—————mf —— | p———mf —— | PP

Y Y Yy yy VY Y Y UYY Yy vy Yy Y Y Y VY Y VY YV
, ! ! y YV v .7

Fr b e v e eg oo =

vV 1) - - — — — r- - & ¥ o
— t - [£7F
e i i ' A Lo
12 vl e y.
VY = A : vy — — —
—FH | ﬂ. i. i ﬂ
(Y B —— ! L ah L Ao d A i
fe——p J P S P pPp——
v,,,,v YYYYY Y YVYYYY Y YYYYY Yy y

TR

[ = o [
)b+ 1 tho o | })M — J }

N
|
|

1
|
il

T
Y
=
.



40

be

=

9.

81)0_"___

81)(1_________________________'l

Dy e

[ £anY
|

isr

iqr.' o —J-h

|
12Y
|
c L

19

‘?Ir
7 b

J B |V

.
hll PN 2Y

!}ll
P2 2Y

21

» W
Y
pi=
)
) W
X
X
13 we
Euig
— PRy %
» _ en)
1S m
vy oW §
NO
i
119 - L
LN N
..... 8%
T L JOE
hu'@ #
T h%ﬁ AT A
MV |
N g

i

Halle ™

E#ﬁi -

‘? [
1 D by
g hH |V

24

Z bh |V
V1

—Je1 D b A




Tl

27

41

£>I,
P b

A~ D u

h -~

Z b |V
V1 U

—Je1 D

-

i
A

A

s 3

N

/

s i £ Ak
p L S S

-

N

LY

sempre staccatissimo

(D

31

2Y

—Je1 D
J h |V o

34

JL -

J——|prp

gllflir\

g\ H [V |

(N 1 1 IIX’
i k4 \
O
_
P

36

E—
Lo
mf —— | pp—

A

/

9.




\

Y
U

\

———
 ——

\l

e gl

Y

Y YYYTY VY YYvYYYY

Y

—
o o |

\

"4
U

= | =—=——
e dever

y yvuvy

Yy vyy

\l

Y

8va

p———mf = | p———mf = | p———mf ——

Y

VA
]

\
N
o

Y vy vy

\/

81}&““““““""'

y vyvv\?y
I

YvY vy vy

s

40

=

Yy vy vy vy vyvyYyTyvyvyy

\

y y v v

\l

=

J b |V

—Je1 D b

'Y

Y
\

9.

I’

J b ]
1 D b
[ Fan N/

&)

[ Fan W)

47

| & @ (%]
<

1/

:

¥ 9

T

—

50

\




TN

N H

Steven O'Brien

L
N el Lk

[ U

J

* %o

=
e
] _ e

LT

be

B
X4

\
N

[

} -
H® @7

7
8vb

3% Ted.

L)
l

[l P3N,

e

160

in F minor, Op. 2r

A

Prelude No. 18

81)(1"""'"""""""‘

>
H@® @

P Sz

con poco rubato

Allegro pathetique J

[y )
Dl /)
=

e

/\
e

[2Y

7

g\ h |V

[ M an Wl

|29 D

J B |V
v

.
—Je1 D

43

il

L — i —

X
he

1]

A A

|,rﬂ|7/—\

12

@

1 3 A

8

)]

7

J H |V ¢

0D
.
—Je1 D Hh &

g\ hH |V

15




44

17

9.

[ &

P

=T | -1 |

I
h

1 7

[ Fan W)

6

6

8vb

Presto

160

agitato J

Lento assaiJ = 40

>~ >~
A A
Ruy w K
A
i "
vl
. e
XIXT
Bl
T e
_XIXT
3
S
3
Q
3
W E§ e
sl 5 T
N
Jen ..lh
N \




45

(=}
g
=
/M
o
=
(0]
>
o
75
(@)
1%
o8
Z. 2
.2
O g
dm
2
e A&
A |
—
Q
]
=
(=
]
)
17
=]
»
Q
ops|
o0
1]
e
B e

.

X

X

[ Fan W)

—Je1 D

V.4

% Ted

% oo,

)

o7 e

(o)

[
1,
h e e

PO ®

o

@ g gl

h e

(& _DH™

EEREIREIR

3

—Je1 D

#

* Red.

=

8
y 4
[ an N

3

-
1L

Lh
v
a

9]
g\ | A

0D

0
=~

LH
g

—Je1 D

% Ted.

&



46

‘? | 1 p— , ,
. | | | | v ., v
y AW2Y - Ty ore I I = (7 | | P ||||||
[ Fan N & gl b e | a | | | | |
NV | HY = | H® X |

o | | =3 |

5 = I';II.‘II';I!iF!i
A A A R
% Ted.

ﬂ:.};IfI!iF!ilfll‘lilil

B A EAE A

23

3
o/ — = == —— —
Goh | _._J_llp'—ir'—lp_a_.l . _-_4_!'7&9'?— .
. e —— o e ! o !




26

47

o

8llp

be

QHD
Eivi vy

2. b

%
%

.
!

OHD
Eiviyg

%

RN

o
]
m

%

. h*;:—
EEEEENTITITS

-
ie
—

[

|
2 ohe o

u L
YRR BEE
by olilg)
| oL
L

- T Il

i 1 < it
o L al g 1| & i
SNP ¢ 0\ Sl o AHT@

v &

NEEEEERNTITITIN

[Y)

37




48

[=]
8
m
o
(=]
(0]
5
a
-
2%
O &
Z.°
)
U ¢
O'g
=8
Ay A
Il
.
)
>
2]
S
-1)]
]
~d
c
1]
=]
o
<

1
)

e

i)

104
[y

[ Fan W)
)"
—Je1 D

b

)
9]

(&~ D

.
—Je1 D

= va v
p=
X
(YN
XX
X0
B
A v g
L)
| |l
1)
JAXINT
»mhw

11

i)

e

[ Fan W)

e

e

9.

'Y
Y D

&

L -

8Ua““““]

9

16
[ o M)
)

% Red.

-



49

:

|
0]
17

oo #Eg; £,

%

=

=P

oo b o_hjl,_o_ﬁ:i:ﬁf

Y0k 884,

(D
D
—Je1 D

b

1/

=

>3

h‘f

81)[1___________________________________'

L
i)

L_g— m

o 2

% Ted

he h_o_h" ol

"

25

[ Fan WV

@) T T T T T T

29

N
LU e
L. L)) L
e
S
CE Y Y e nm
S
iy
i |
>
hWH.UII. R m
n m
L
.
%
I
Leee L
1L I
L
CE Y Y e !
| | m| m
I
e !
L I
Q00 e W%
N G

A
2.

#

>

>

8

>

Ll
a

&

|
@

-

L
8 e




50

J.: |
A
)
N | |
\E 1
Bl )
N N
L)
N
14 ..
A
N
- T
< dl Imn
-], i L
» - ﬁ»m_
~ ILl
ol JIAM
S ._qi;ﬂ ¢ _
T | A
Iw L g ||
N A L
cm .1.
2 I\ 8 ..
m L A
0 ﬁr -
o | ®
) )
- _
< ) T A
—d w%m
Mﬁﬁnm ° N

- N
; <A L=
TR
A mu\_ PN
Y u
o Iy
A \_ o
s L)
~ k)
>V¢hw- BT
gL 10 L
Al ._w_
TR
[N
il -t&
el g I
Sk N

=

E:

y 4\

—Je1 D

vV DL

% Red.

Ll ]
|

"ﬁbéhf»;ﬁ ®
i

.

gi@
-

£
a

e
e

i | X
_;_iﬂ‘_

—

9]

50
)
[Y)

|
Loy




51

Aeael ]

i

4

e

-

molto marcato e maestoso

s

--iA.J
TG i
TN
e L)
—wl -
g
=~

15ma“““'““““““'““"““““

- HEL ) %
_ HIL)
()
™ Bk ) -
-uw |
e L
I (™ [P &
3
Al
)
B ,
3 “Em™
m ||.=_
T | [Fre
< e LYs
T Bl
A-somaL | b R0
= LU N
A-Sha ] ﬁ TN <A
LY #*
BN |
Q
r o
A- oaael || H..m” %
%
o //
il V&
2o\ wwN
o NG N




52

oo
v @

&b ______|

40

J—

Lento mesto J

9.
9.
104

[ Fan W/ ]

2Y

.
—Je1 D

y4

z o
2] -
wu
<2
L. e o
W = YT
[TR T ohp
T
‘a 5.8
& S
,UWHO TR
[ipwes  [jj s
1R
ClTToRD C| [TTor®
(W (I
[TD
N L1
.3
™
BL )
i3
JH_M‘V oI ___U
A 4
&Aﬁnmuv N




53

Steven O'Brien

in B-flat major, Op. 2u

Prelude No. 21
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Steven O'Brien

Prelude No. 22
in G minor, Op. 2v
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Prelude No. 24

in D minor, Op. 2x

. e . Steven O'Brien
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Lento agitato J = Lento resoluto J = 40
g7  finale A ™ xn
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