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MARK ALBURGER

MERTON SONGS, OP. 30 (September 2, 1986)

For Voice and Keyboard

Texts by Thomas Merton
I. The Philosophers
II. Dirge for the World Joyce Died In
III. Two British Airmen
IV. Poem (Here Is the Man)
V. Poem (Light Plays)
VI. The City's Spring
VII. Dirge for the City of Miami
VIII. La Comparsa en Oriente
IX. The Strife Between the Poet and Ambition
X. Hymn to Commerce
XI. From the Second Chapter of a Verse History

of the World (Minotaur)

XII. Hymn of Not Much Praise for New York City
XIII. Tower of Babel (The Political Speech)
XIV. Nombril Walketh on the Loam
XV. Lent (A Fragment)
XVI. Sacred Heart II (A Fragment)

A syncretist theology enlightened by Sting's Synchronicity, Gustav
Mabhler's Symphony No. 1, Benjamin Britten's War Requiem, generic
beguine / minimalism / punk, Lionel Bart's Oliver!, Morton Stevens's
Hawaii 5-0, Arnold Schoenberg's Six Little Piano Pieces, Leonard
Bernstein's Candide, the Ancient Greek First Delphic Hymn, Edgar
Varese's Ionisation, Guillaume de Machaut's My End Is My Beginning,
George Crumb's Madrigals, Book IV, Alan Hovhaness's Out of the
Depths, and J.S. Bach's O Sacred Head Now Wounded.
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II. DIRGE FOR THE WORLD JOYCE DIED IN
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[II. TWO BRITISH AIRMEN
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IV. POEM (HERE IS THE MAN)
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V. POEM (LIGHT PLAYS)
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VI. THE CITY'S SPRING
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VII. DIRGE FOR THE CITY OF MIAMI
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