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ARGUMENT.

Act L—The scene opens in the vineyard adjoining the Chateau de Portale. A feud has existed
for 400 years between the families of the Marquis de Portale and the Comtesse de Montrouget. An
affection has, however, sprung up between Claude, the Marquis’s son, and Violette, the daughter of the
Comtesse. The young lovers have arranged a clandestine meeting during the village festivities, which
attend the conclusion of the vintage. The Comtesse, who has followed her daughter to the vineyard,
extracts from her the secret of her affection for Claude. She tells Violette, that unless she consents to
give up her young lover, and marry the old Baron de Beaupré—a rich suitor—she will banish her to
the convent school at St. Croix. The Marquis, in the meanwhile, has told his son that, unless he con-
tinues the family feud and renounces Violette, he will disown and disinherit him. War has been
declared by France against allied Europe. A recruiting party at this juncture arrives, and Claude
in desperation, tears himself from the embraces of his love, and enlists in the 195th regiment. Violette,
faithful to her troth, is conveyed to the Convent School.

Act IT.—The scene represents the green, in the village of St. Croix, showing the Convent School
on the right, and the Chapel on the left. Violette, and her companion Babette—who has followed her to
the School—are playing truant on the green, while their companions have gone in to supper,and Violette
confides to her companion her grief that Claude has fallen at the siege of Ratisbon. Their conversation
is interrupted by the approach of the victorious troops, a detachment of whom bivouacs on the green.
Amongst them arrives Claude, who has been seriously wounded, and who, during long and tedious
marches, has been assiduously tended by Cigarette, the Vivandiere of the regiment. Shelter is granted to
Claude under the portico of the Convent by the Mother Superior. The troops retire to rest round the
bivouac fire, and Cigarette, who is tending her wounded comrade, confesses her love for him. Claude,
becoming delirious, recalls the associations of his home, and Violette, looking out of the window, over-
hears the refrain of his old love song, and at the mention of her name, she rushes to the embraces of her
lover. Cigarette, inflamed with jealousy, rings the Convent bell, which arouses the troops and the
inmates of the Convent School.

AcT III.—The scene is laid in the salon of the Chiteau de Portale, which is en féte. A large
concourse of fashionable guests has assembled, and we learn that, through the indiscreet utterances of
the old royalist noble, whose mind has been unhinged by grief at the reported death of his son, and who
will not consent to recognize the existing government, his estates have been sequestrated by the
Emperor, and his ejection is imminent. Claude, who has been promoted for valour in the field, has been
taken into the Emperor’s special favour, and to him have been awarded the titles and estates of his
father, he having enlisted under an assumed name, and the Emperor being ignorant of the relationship
which exists between them. Claude arrives to take possession of his domains, is recognized by his
father, to whom he presents the deeds conferring the estates upon him, and introduces Violette as the
bride of his choice. The marquis, overjoyed at his son’s return, and the distinctions he has won, consents
to annul the family feud, and accepts Violette as a daughter of his house. Cigarette, unselfish to the last,
sacrifices her love, and returns to the army.
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So that’s the kind of letter that I burn.
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