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CANTATA No. 140

Cuorus ... Sleepers wake ! for night is flying ...

RecitT. (Tenor) ... He comes, the Bridegroom comes --.

AR (Duet for Soprano }I seek Thee, my Life

and Bass
Cuorark (Tenors) Zion hears...
Recit (Bass) ... Come, enter in with me

A (Duet for Soprano)

and Bass ) My friend 1s mine...

CHORALE ... Glory now to Thee ...

ORIGINAL SCORE

1. Strings, 2 Oboes, Taille*, Horn, Continuo

2. Continuo

3. Violino piccolo, Continuo

4. Violins 1., II., Viola (Unis.), Continuo
5. Stiings, Continuo

6. Oboe, Continuo

7. Strings, 2 Oboes, Taille, Hom, Continuo

* Taille = (he tenor voice of a family of instruments, in this case the Obo¢ da Caccra,

or modern English Horn.

The Homn is used only in unison with the Sopranos, and may be omitted.

The Violino piccolo solo is played on the ordinary Violin.
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PREFATORY NOTE.

Tar present work, one of the finest of the one hundred and ninety Church Cantatas of Bach
which are in existence, was composed during his residence in Leipzig. It was written for the
twenty-seventh Sunday after Trinity; and as this Sunday only occurs when Easter falls
unusually early, it is known that the work must date either from 1781 or from 1742. Spitta
pronounces in favour of the earlier year ; the late Wilhelm Rust, in the preface to the Bach

Society’s edition of the score, shows good reason for believing that it was not written till
1742.

The Cantata is scored for strings, two oboes, taille (i.c., an alto oboe, of the same pitch as
the modern cor anglais), and organ. There are also among the original orchestral parts,
which are preserved in the Thomas-Schule at Leipzig, parts for bassoon, which doubles the
bass throughout, and for a horn, which plays the choral in the first and last numbers, in

unison with the soprano chorus.

The “ Continuo ”’ part is fully figured throughout, and has been of much assistance to
the Editor in arranging the accompaniment, especially in the two duets, in which the
orchestral instruments have only the outer parts of the harmony. It is impossible to say
exactly in which positions Bach himself filled up the harmonies on the organ, his figuring
has been closely followed in this arrangement, in which, of course, the orchestral parts are
also included. Had the Editor been writing a separate organ part, he weuld in many
passages have taken a different position for the harmony. This could not be done in the
present vocal score without obsecuring too much the progression of Bach’s instrumental

parts.

The Cantate was first published, in full score, in the third part of Winterfeld's
Evangelische Kirchengesinge (Leipzig, 1847).

EBENEZER PROUT.

Loxpon, March. 1901.
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