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Nocturne - a poem for Symphonic Orchestra
by Daniel Leo Simpson

Synopsis

I have always loved the haunting piano Nocturnes of Chopin
which eventually birthed my own MNocturne in C# minor for
piano solo. However, | felt the emotion | was attempting to
convey could be better articulated and more dramatically
expressed and rendered through the interpretation of a full
symphony orchestra. The orchestral composition as it now
stands, far expands and | believe supersedes the original effort.
The modern symphonic orchestra offers such a wonderful
pallet of sounds for the composer to choose from of which |
explored only a handful for this composition — | was
determined to keep the original spirit of simplicity, elegance
and romantic imagery of the original opus intact.

This work is an emotional ABA form. It starts simply at dusk
with the oboe chanting the solo, builds through the night,
tumultuously reaching a romantic zenith before receding and
returning to the oboe’s original theme signaling dawn.

The challenge with composing a ‘period’ piece (in this case
Romantic,}) is to come up with something truly fresh and
original that justifies itself in a modern world. | hope I've at
least been somewhat successful in this effort but will leave it
to the listener to determine the degree to which ['ve
succeeded.

Daniel Leo Simpson
San Carlos, California
October9, 2008
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