
Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
October 29, 1977 11:00 AM
Only 2 1/2 hours before Frances was born.
I'm not sure what to make of this - but of course I remember it distinctly.  I believe my thoughts were that I had no idea of what to do - we had taken Lamaze classes - but of course I had no idea this labor was actually "it". Of course I asked if there was anything I could do etc. but of course there isn't - so I wasn't on the bed writing this music and Patty was in the room but not on the bed as I recall. Perhaps sitting on a chair.  But she was the one that said, "I think you'd better take me to the hospital".  This was in Bensen which was at least a 30 minute drive if not more - I was speeding but not recklessly - I was as nervous as hell - I remember the barren Arizona desert blurring outside my car window. I remember the pumpkins in the field - I remember looking as the baby came out - I remember being completely surprised and being the first to move to Patty's face and in a low voice said in excitment - "Patty, it's a girl!"  - I instinctively looked up at the clock: 2:30PM exactly.  On her wrist in the baby room was a little band around her tiny wrist which read: "Baby Simpson" - Oh if I only had that now - but it was left in Valley Farms and they certainly would have thrown out any evidence of her identity with the Simpsons or the Dunbars.  They ruined everything...



Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Sunday
May 1, 1977
Bury hachet

I believe this is "For Frances" but where is the rest of it? Probably transfered from using this book to lose leaf manuscript paper to finish it.  I probably finished it in October '77 the month my little Frances was born so named it after her.

Can't remember at the moment what "bury the hachet" was referring to...



Daniel
Sticky Note
2,000 Acres Burned in Mountains so far (4:30PM) "The weekend of the Big fire"







Daniel
Sticky Note
Mr. Chafin "Still not Back yet"
He was a history teacher (one of them) at Buena. Now I've graduated from the University of Arizona in Tucson and have returned to Sierra Vista before moving with Patty to Bisbee. I do remember meeting him and probably about teaching there or something. I don't know. I didn't have any certifications until 1986 to teach. 











Daniel
Sticky Note
from beginning keep 2 #'s (sharps) all way through (i.e. the piece)
June 27 11AM after signing House offer
(where we would live in Bisbee on Tombstone Cyn. Rd)

Daniel
Sticky Note
no comment...

Daniel
Sticky Note
12:50 AM
Put dampits from SHAR on Viola and guitars - ordered one for Cookie
i.e. the humidifier made for string instruments. Cookie is Michael J. Cook from Buena High.





Daniel
Sticky Note
So here I leave the book and go to single sheets manuscript paper...

Daniel
Sticky Note
July 22 After coming back with mother from Ft. Huachuca Historical museum.

Gee I wish I could remember that - I frequently made notes of what was going on in my life as I sat down to compose...

Daniel
Sticky Note
Yeah!
haha - probably meaning I was able to recapitulate in D



Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Oh no! The first three pages are missing.  They are certainly not lost.  They are somehow buried with something else - hopefully I'll come across the first 3 pages.  This piece was written to celebrate the birth of my daughter "Frances Marie Simpson" (who changed here name from Frances to Sara when she was 6 years old). It's always been my opinon this was done to create a new identity from "Frances" who she considered "abandoned" by her parents.  Of course that was not true.  But it was a way a 6 year old could explain to herself why we left.  Don't get me started.....

Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Change to Alto Cleff.
I don't know why - I think I must have seen old 1800's manuscripts where they actually used alto clef in piano music. Just me being clever and odd I suppose...

Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Ok, the first three pages are NOT missing.  For some unusual reason, just to be different I'm sure, I began this piece on the yellow card stock paper rather then this cheaper everyday manuscript which was my favorite.  By the end of page three I apparently had had enough since it's more difficult to use pencil on the yellow card stock, so I switched at page 4 to this white paper which is my everyday paper.  



Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Mother at church.  So this was my last month living in Sierra Vista, AZ.  Patty and I would be married in that house and move to Bisbee.

Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
morning Nov.4, 1977
(while copying onion skin) IDEA
"Litany of Composers"
Obviously I was stonned ;).
So now I'm in Bisbee with a wife and little infant precious daughter.



Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
"We have a home"
It was weeks with a realtor before I was satisfied with what she was showing us.  Finally at $19,000 we borrowed $6,000 from mother (which we never paid back to my knowledge) and moved into the Bisbee home.  What an idiot and how stupid I was....

Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Now what? 
Meaning, now what to compose? What comes next?

Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Mother ironing table cloth for wedding.

This all is very painful and totally breaks my heart.  What a disappointment I must have been to her.  I couldn't do anything - just grow a long scraggly beard.  I'm so disgusted with myself about this period in my life.

Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
10:55AM Doing onion skin ink Title Page
Danny (treble clef) to Patty: "Well what am I gonna calls this piece?"
Patty: "For Frances" if Beethoven can do it why can't you?"
D: Hey that's not bad
P: I was half joking
D: I'll go on the half that wasn't


Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Done 12:30  noon ding (click in Family room)
This clock in the family is now in Joan's possession - mother's story is she can still see dad with the clock under his arm to catch (come on) the boat - who knows where they were - guam I suppose.  But it's an insignificant cheap thing really except that we grew up with it so it has that significance.  This is why I bought my own in Safford  through Exxon credit card mail order which I have right here in my studio - since Joan took the old one (she specifically asked for it when mother asked each of us before she died if there was anything specifically either of us wanted - Joan said the clock - I was asked 2nd but couldn't think of anything really - but I got the dishes when I cleaned out the Sierra Vista house.  I also took the good sterling silver utinsils but gave those to Joan when her and her girls came out to Mary and my wedding June 1997 and flew back with them to Arizona.  But I love having mother's china.  Mary has her own sterling silver anyway. I her my clock ticking right now ;). I've carved each place with the date I moved in the inside of the clock - Safford, Lakeside, Glendale, Pacific Palisades, Palo Alto, San Carlos etc.  I've broken all records living here in San Carlos for almost 14 years ;).


Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Finish "onion skin"
This was an ink copy that you then mail in to Alpheus Music in Hollywood and they process it on heavy paper.  I still have this onion skin in my file cabinet but when I die it will surely be thrown out - it's too big (oversized) for me to scan I believe so unfortunately I don't see any way of digitally preserving it.

Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
November 5, (Steve Burg) 1977 Saturday 9:ishAM Bisbee 624 Tombston Canyon
Patty in kitchen making me oatmeal.  Palastrina playing on record player. Frances sleeping in bedroom (one week old)

So it must have been Steve's birthday Nov. 5 which I made note of here.

Reading this, about Patty and Frances, I could just cry.....

Daniel
Sticky Note
10:55AM Doing onion skin Title Page
Danny to Patty: "Well what am I gonna call this Piece?"
Patty: "For Frances - if Beethoven can do it why can't you? [Fùr Eloise]
D: "Hey that's not bad"
P: "I was half joking"
D: "I'll go on the half that wasn't"



Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
September 20, 1977
6:00AM





Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Mr. Chafin "still not back yet" 
He was a high school history teacher at Buena in Sierra Vista.  I am now married with a baby (Frances) and probably contacted him about teaching somewhere.



Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
I was enjoying Andy Griffith reruns at the time.  Apparently this episode had "Malcom Meriwhether" on it.

Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Change to Alto clef



Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
"Mother at church" - this means I was composing on the grand piano at her house - September 18, 1977 - I was married Oct. 4th so I was still living at home - scratch what I said above about being married ;).  But Patty was definitely pregnant with Frances who was born October 29th, 1977

Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
morning Nov. 4, 1977 - (while copying onion skin IDEA: Litany of Composers
Who knows what the heck I was thinking ;).
December 9th, 2009



Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
(mother ironing table cloth for wedding)
next measure she must have exclaimed that she scorched it ;).


Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
Nov.5, 1977 Saturday Saturday
9:ish AM Bisbee 625 Tombstone Canyyon Rd.
Patty in kitchen making me oatmeal
Palastrina playing on record player.
Frances sleeping in bedroom (one week old)

Daniel Leo Simpson
Sticky Note
10:55AM Doing onion skin Title Page
Daniel to Patty: "Well what am I gonna call this piece?"
Patty: "For Frances" - if Beethoven can do it why can't you [Fur Elise].
Daniel: "Hey That's not bad"
Patty: "I was half joking"
Daniel: "I'll go on the half that wasn't"



Daniel
Sticky Note
First copy in notation software (Overture)
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Daniel
Sticky Note
Apparently I changed the title somewhere along the way....
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