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THE CCELESTIAL SPHEARE
Nox nocti indicat Scientiam. peovia.

When I survay the bright
Ceelestiall spheare:
So rich with jewels huny, that aight
Doth like an AEthiop bride appeare,

My soulc her wings doth spread
And heaven - ward flies,
TR Almighty’s Mysteries to read
In the large volume of the skies.

For the bright firmament
Shootes forth no flame
So silent, but is eloquent
In speaking the Creator’s name.

No unregarded star
Contracts its light
Into so small a Charactar,
Remov’d far from our humane sight:

But if we stedfast looke
We shall discerne
In it as in some holy booke,
How man may heavenly knowledge learne.

It tells the Conqueror,
That farre-stretcht powre
Which his proud dangers traffique for
Is but the triumph of an houre.

That from the farthest North,
Some Nation may
Yet undiscovered issue forth
And ore his new got conquest sway.

Some Nation yet shut in
With hills of ice
May be let out to scourge his sinne
’Till they shall equal him in vice.

And then they likewise shall
Their ruine have,
For as your selves your Empires fall,
And every Kingdome hath a grave.

Thus those Ceelestiall fires,
Though sceming mute,
The fallacie of our desires
And all the pride of life confute.

For they have watcht since first
The World had birth:
And found sinne in it selfe accurst,
And nothing permanent on ecarth.
William Habington,

NOTE. In the poem as printed above the original spelling is retained. It should appear in programmes so. To
avold incomveniencing singers in the Vocal score it appears with modernized spelling.



This work may be given with A (the original scoring), or, in the case of
small choirs, B and €. The string parts of A and B are different,andwhen
ordering it should be stated which is required. The Piano part of C is dif -
tferent from that given in the vocal score.

A

FULL ORCHESTRA. 2 Flutes,(one with Piccolo) 1 Oboe, 1 Cor anglais, 2
Clarinets, 2 Bassoons, 1 Contra bassoon (optional), 3 Trumpets, 4 Horns, 3
Trombones, 1 Bass Tuba, Tympani (3), [Bass Drum, Cymbals,

(separate
from B.D.) Gong, Triangle, @ll optional, 3 players)] and Strings.

Strings, Piano and optional Tympani (3).

C

Two Pianos and optional Tympani (3).

r > .
{ A separate sol-fa edition of the Vocal score also 1ssued.]
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Length of performance

about 15 minutes

To Madam Katie Mac Makon

The Coelestial Spheare

WILLIAM HABINGTON

W. G, WHITTAKER
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Note. If the choir is large enough,it is better to sing “So rich with jewels hung” with 3 part Sopranos and 3 part Tenors,
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the very slightest.
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