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To His GRACE
CHARLES
Duke of Somerfet,

Marquefs and Earl of HERTFOR D,
Vifcount Beauchamp of HATC HE,

Baron Seymour of TROW BRIDGE,
Chancellor of the Univerfity of C AMBRIDGE,
Lord High Steward of CHICHESTER,
And Knight of the moft Noble Order of the GARTER.

May it pleafe Your Grace,

SRNHE Favourable Reception which the following Compo-

SEBR fvions bave found in the Theatre, bas given me
Sl (ime Hopes that they will meet with a fuitable
Encouragement from the Prefs: and as 1 am [enfible thar
the Succe[s of all Performances in this kind, as well as
others, depends, not only wpon their intrinfick Worth, bus
upon the Patronage of Wluftrious and Fudicious Perfons,
whofe effablifd Reputation does often impute a Valse to
the Work they vouchfafe to Encourage 5 (0 in all that Num—
ber I could not find any One who has a better Title either
to that Charafiér, or to thefe Pieces, which, though to my
great Misfortune, they are become Fatherlefs, yet 1 cannot fear
they will be Friendlefs, whilt they are under the bappy
Influence of Your Grace's Proteddion,

A2 Tis~




The Epiftle Dedicatory.

“Tis certain, that Duty as well as Intereft, leads me to fo
Worthy a Choice, Your Grace baving been pleas’d fome time
fince to accept from my dear Husband, the Dedication of the
Mufick in Dioclefian, part of which is contain’d, with fome
other Compofitions of his, in thefe fhects; (o that the Inftrip-
tion of the whole ColleiZion 15 juftly due to Your Grace, whofe
Generous Encouragement of his Performances, as it bas for-
merly loid the greateft Obligations upon bis Perfon, fo it
will now continse them to his Pofterity, and at the [(ame
time do the higheft Honour to his Memory, which I pro=
mife my felf from Your Grace's celebrated Goodnefs, will

in fome meafure be as aceeptable to Your Grace, as it is
dear to ’

Your Grace’s moft Oblig'd

and moft Obedient Servant,

FRANCES PURCELL
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