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Der blinde Harfenspieler
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Critical notes

This score is the first modern edition of the song “Der blinde Harfenspieler” (G.47) by the Danish composer
“Georg Gerson” (1790-1825). The composition is dated June 9, 1811.

The sources are:

MS “Partiturer No. 57, “George Gersons samling: mu 7105.0963 C II, 6b”, a collection of
manuscript scores by Gerson preserved at the Royal Library of Copenhagen, Denmark. The
song is found found on pp. 11-16.

COP “Zwolf deutsche Lieder”, “C 1I, 140 tv. 2°. 1957-58.764", a collection of manuscript copies
written around 1825 preserved at the Royal Library of Copenhagen, Denmark. The song is
found found on pp. 100-104.

The anonymous poem “Der blinde Harfenspieler” is found in several 19th century sources. According to his
thematic catalogue, ‘“Verzeichnif {iber zwei hundert meiner Compositionen” Gerson found the text in a collection
of stories for children, “Burgheim unter seinen Kindern: Neue Gespréiche und Erzdhlungen fiir Kinder von acht
bis sechszehn Jahren iiber Natur und Menschenleben”, vol. 3 edited by Georg Wilhelm Mundt, published in
Halle 1801.

The start of Gerson’s tune is somehow related to the tune accompanying the poem in this printing.

In his manuscripts Gerson made use of various shorthand notations like slashed notes representing repeated
notes. Such notation types are also found in music prints from that period like Gerson’s string quartet no.
5 (G.63) published as part books 1826. The full score of this modern edition comes in two versions: a score
keeping as close as possible to the original notation and an alternative, ’contemporized’ score expanding the
shorthand notations. In the contemporized scores the beaming of vocal staffs has been adapted to modern
practices. Separate parts are contemporized as well.

Performance indications added by the editor are enclosed within brackets.

Bar No. Part Note No.  Comment

13 Pno 1 2 No accidental j in MS.

31 Solo v % in MS.

48 Pnor 1 No arpeggio in COP.

73 Pno r % in MS.

80 Pnor 2 No accidental 4 in MS.

100 Pno r The lower voice initial 1/s-rest is missing in MS.
106 Pnor No accidental 4 in MS.

121-123 Solo v Lyrics distribution on notes adjusted.
124 Pnor 2 No accidental b in MS.

166 Pnor 1 No accidental § on “e” in MS.

170 Solo v 1 No turn in COP.

207 Pnor 2 No accidental 4 on “b” in MS.

208 Solo v 3 No accidental § on “b” in MS.

208 Pnor 3 No accidental 4 on “b” in MS.

210 Pnor 2 No accidental § on “b” in MS.

230 Pno 1 1 Lower voice d in MS.

237 Pnor
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