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Sunrise:  Composer's notes 

  

This piece is a musical portrait of a Tucson sunrise. It has three major sec�ons. 

The first sec�on (night) starts with very open chords in the strings occasionally 

accented by arpeggios in the woodwinds.  This sec�on also contains a couple 

of musical allusions to Beethoven's 'Moonlight Sonata' and Debussy's 'Claire 

de Lune'.  Near the end of this sec�on the first hint of the main theme can be 

heard in the bells. 

The second sec�on (transi�on) starts with a gentle, somewhat soporific melody 

in the flutes over pizzicato strings.  This sec�on slowly builds in speed and 

intensity un�l we reach the third sec�on. 

The third sec�on (sunrise) starts with the Gong announcing the actual instant 

of sunrise and the en�re brass sec�on playing the somewhat march-like main 

theme.  The main theme is then developed (including some bird calls in flutes) 

un�l the (hopefully rousing) conclusion. 

  Orchestra: 

  

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets (Bb)
1 Bass Clarinet

1 Horn in F

3 Trumpets (Bb)
2 Trombones

1 Tuba

Timpani

Gong

Cymbals

Tubular Bells

Strings
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