String Quartet op. 21 no. 1 in B flat major

Score

George Onslow (1784 - 1853)



A few remarks by the type setter:

Originally my intention was to use the historic set of parts published on IMSLP to assemble a score of this
quartet for study purposes. However, while doing the work it seemed to me that the published scans of the old
parts are not always very readable and that there are some discrepancies in dynamics and articulation (mostly
the latter). These "defects" make it harder for people to play the piece, particularly if they try to sight read it.

I decided therefor to generate a new set of parts from the type set score and to post them alongside the score in
order to make it easier for people who want to play the piece.

The score was typeset by literally transcribing the four parts of the original. All dynamic and articulation marks
were typeset exactly as they are found in the parts.

For the new parts however these markings were straightened out. Missing dynamic signs were placed and a few
were corrected in order to make the dynamic markings consistent between the parts. Most notably in each of the
measures 55 and 166 two sfz were substituted for the # markings in order to clarify the meaning. Articulation
markings were added--and in rare instances corrected--in the spirit of the ones that were present in the original.

The dynamic markings in the new parts may be said to reflect the intention of the composer but the articulation
markings represent rather a best guess due to the fragmentary nature of the articulation in the original. However
by comparing the parts with the score everybody can easily see what was added or altered and what was found
in the original.

The type setting was performed using Musescore (version 1.3., web site: Musescore.org).

I hope the score and parts will be useful for interested people.
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