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Foreword

This typeset of the first version (see below) of Emilie Mayer's e-minor quartet is based on a manuscript posted
on IMSLP by the Staatsbibliothek Berlin. In two notebooks it contains the four movements--Allegro maestoso,
Adagio, Scherzo/Allegro vivace, Finale/Allegro--written carefully in ink, presumably by Mayer herself. The
manuscript looks indeed very much like a fair copy; maybe she intended to have it printed. However it also
contains several entries in pencil which appear to be either corrections of details or ideas for a later re-working
of the quartet (11 in the first movement, 2 each in the second and third movements and one in the finale).

The manuscript is part of the collection of the Staatsbibliothek in Berlin, which has made accessible on its own
web site another two digitized manuscripts by Emilie Mayer of a quartet in e-minor. One of them is a score
("Mus ms autogr. Mayer E. 15a M"; http://digital.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/werkansicht/?PPN=PPN783781512
&DMDID=DMDLOG 0001) containing four movements. It is written in pencil and contains numerous crossings
out and corrections. The first movement of this second version is the first movement of the first version, revised
thoroughly (incorporating many of the pencil corrections in the first score). The following three movements are
entirely new: Scherzo, Adagio molto espressivo, Allegro appassionato. There is further a set of parts, again in
ink and looking like a fair copy ("Mus ms autogr. Mayer E. 15b1(-4) M"; http://digital.staatsbibliothekberlin.de/
werkansicht/?PPN=PPN783781636&DMDID=DMDLOG 0001). These parts belong to the second version,
however they deviate in sometimes important details from the manuscript score.

This typeset is intended for rehearsals and performances. It was prepared using the Musescore software
(Musescore.com). It follows exactly the original text (in ink) of the manuscript; a few obviously necessary
dynamic signs (in brackets) and slurs (dotted line) were added and a small number of footnotes were included.
An appendix at the end of the score lists all the corrections in pencil found in the manuscript. People who want
to play the work may thus decide if they want to play the original or the corrected version in each instance. The
parts however are entirely based on the original version; people who want to play some or all of the corrected
passages will have to pencil those into the parts (with the exception of M. 9 - 12 of the slow movement).

This first version of this work, well written as it is, is particularly attractive for amateur musicians: The technical
difficulties are rather modest for a quartet of that period (there are some difficulties for the ensemble though, e.g.
M. 38 - 45 of the first movement). It seems therefore worthwhile to post this score plus the set of parts on IMSLP.
A typeset of the second version is in progress and will be posted in due course.

Approximate performance time for the first version (all repetitons played, tempi chosen by the typesetter; there
are no Metronome markings in the manuscript): Allegro maestoso (M.M. J= 120): 12 min.; Adagio (& = 70):
9 min.; Scherzo (4 = 76): 3 min.; Finale (/= 120): 5 min. for a total of almost 30 min.

This score used to contain some embarrassing errors. It was necessary to correct and re-post it. This was done on
August 8, 2015.

Taking advantage of the opportunity I also undertook to do the following: The appendix listing the pencil
corrections in the source appears now not only in the score, but also in the parts. This will allow players to pick
and choose any of the maesures they want to play in the corrected version and simply cut and paste them over
the uncorrected measures in their parts (I mean "cut and paste" using scissors and glue).
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*) The original shows here parallel to the diminuendo marking also a hair pin indicating crescendo, no doubt erroneously
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Appendix: Corrections:

These pages contain the list of corrections in pencil found in the manuscript. All pencil corrections that could be
read and interpreted are included. The corrected measures are presented first in the original form, followed by
the corrected version.
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Adagio
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M. 141 - 148: This section contains several pencil notes that are hard or impossible to read. At the same
time the whole section is also crossed out in pencil.
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Menuetto. Allegro vivace
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