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Preface

“La Forét” got it's world premiére on April 2" 2014, in the “Théatre de la
Balsamine”, Schaarbeek (Brussels), in the presence of the composer
Baudouin de Jaer and stage director and writer Stéphane Arcas.

During the creation process, a lot of modifications were made in the score.
This due to several reasons, both artistic and practical. This new score was
edited and lay-outed by the first conductor of “La Forét”, Martijn Dendievel.

The titles of the scenes, as well as the text, were left as original, in French.
Musical indications were translated into English to facilitate performance
and reading internationally.

As attachment, you can find a list of performance notes and the modules
needed for the improvisation in Scéne 1.

Instrumentation

Singers
‘A’: tenor
‘B’: mezzo-soprano
‘C’: speaking voice (woman)

Orchestra

Flute (also doubling piccolo)
Soprano saxophone (also doubling alto saxophone) - can be replaced by clarinet

Harp
Electric guitar with e-bow and pedal bank
Keyboard connected to computer with sound bank

Percussion: timpani (including piccolo timpani (up to high B)), bass drum,
two tubular bells (low F and central A), anvil, gong, triangle, xylophone, snare
drum, glass chimes mounted above stage (1 player)
Approximately 9 Tibetan bowls for all players - can be replaced by chain saw blades

Violin
Cello

Electronics (equipped with Max MSP or similar) (also doubling pistol)



Performance Notes

General

The score is notated in C. E-Guitar sounds one octave lower, xylophone
sounds as written.

Conductor: A l on top of the score is a left hand cue. All parts have these
indication.

‘C’ (speaking voice): Whenever a™  1is indicated during a ‘recitativo’,
this means that all notes in other staves on the same beats have to be
played exactly with ‘C’ speaking. Al in that part indicates that at that point
(read: all music put on the same beat as the one where the arrow is
indicated on), the orchestra has to be together with her text. Otherwise she
is free to speak in her own tempo. The rhythmical notation was used to
facilitate lay-outing and should, except for the places mentioned above, not
be followed exactly.

The pitches are of no matter.

Harp: when the parallel three-note cluster of four 32"d-notes appears, can
the harpist freely choose which notes to play. The composer advises to play
it every time in a different way.

Electric guitar: “"Mute” indicates the use of a small piece of foam needed to
prevent the strings from sounding all the time when playing fast notes. This
usually has the effect of having the notes pitched a notch higher, but this is
foreseen and approved.

n

Keyboard: the sounds mentioned were created using Apple’s "Main Stage
program. An acoustic piano is not to be used in any case. The sound
indications are based on the original creation process, they can be changed
freely according to the situation. For technical reasons it is a good idea to
mix the output of this sounds together with the electronics engineer.

When there is only one sound indicated, this counts for both hands.
Sometimes it is necessary to split the keyboard and map two sounds to the
different parts of the keyboard.

Electronics: the sounds mentioned were created using MaxMSP, controlled
by a large metal fruit bowl equipped with five contact microphones. They
can be changed freely according to the situation.
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Bar 1: The “opera ringing bell” should be sounding before the audience
enters the hall, then continue until all audience take seats (cue conductor).

Bar 3: Each musician has a Tibetan Singing Bowl. Whenever they have to
use them is marked in the same way as in bar 3.

Bar 5: The whole first scene is a duet between Tenor and Timpani, with in
the background the very silent sounds of “a million ping pong balls whirling
around”. The improvisation modules are provided at the back of the score.

Bar 133: The musical structure in the orchestra is a “tree”, put into music.
In the score a lot of trees are found. Every time the tree comes back, this
element should be loud, very fast and with a lot of energy.

Bar 147: Keyboard: the “low sound” is notated on this pitch to facilitate
notation. However, it should sound three or four octaves lower and produce
a sound effect which could be described as “scary”.

Bar 222: Saxophone: depending on the saxophone model, some of the
notes could be too low to play. In this case, it could be considered to use
an alto saxophone instead, or to look for a transposition solution.

Bar 312: The composer reckons that this part is considered ‘unplayable’.
Nevertheless, all musicians should do their best to play as many of the notes
as possible, continuously playing as loud and sharp as possible.

Bar 359: “C” should try to place the arrow signs more or less with the
ongoing music. At this place the music has the priority and should continue
in rhythm.

Bar 414: As this scene is performed in a black-out, the percussionist should
independently play his tubular bells notes.

Bar 447: The use of a subwoofer to extend the rumbling feeling is
recommended.

Bar 462: This scene was inspired by a baroque mirror. The playing style
should be in this spirit, this means the use of no-vibrato-passages, baroque
articulations, etc...



Full Score (in C)

La Forét

Vert presque vert

music by Baudouin de Jaer
based on a text of Stéphane Arcas
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per-due.

Je veux dire

per-due. Je veux dire, a-ban-don-née, per-due.
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og-re,

can-ni-bale,

Je veux dire es-prit de la fo-rét,

per-due.

Sceéne 10.1 - Le Baiser (by Owan de Jaer)
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” Scene 12 - Epilogue
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Je vous ai choi-si vous. par-mi  tant d’autres par-ce que vous a-vez dans les yeux  cette &-tin-celle, cet te lu-eur, qui vous per - met de voir au de la  des ob-jets,
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cet-te  fa-cul-t¢  dié-gé-ti-que aus-si, de met-tre des i-magesur les mots. Pour ce-la, je vous de-man-de donc de quit-ter la mai-son de vos pa-rents et de pé-né-trer dans la fo-rét
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Vouz y cher-che - rez  cet oi-seau bleu qui est le maitre de tous les se-crets de la vie et vous me le ra-mé-ne-rez Je vous con-fie cet-te bague qui a le pou-
560 (addresses an audience member)
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voir de mettre au grand jour  tou-tes les pen-sées les plus en fuies au fond de vos dmes Mais, a-vant que tu ne partes, il faut que je te dise u-ne chose que tout le monde pen-se
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de toi une chose dont tu te dou-te bien et que per-sonne jus-qu'a pré-sent, m’a ja - mais o-sé te dire, peut-é-re  de peur de bri - ser la fra-gi-li-té d’une é- vi-dence. Et,
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