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PRE F A C E
TO THE

ORIGINAL WORK.

TH E Ninth Pfalm begins with the Intonation of the Spanifh Jews upon the

Firft Verfe of the 144th Pfalm, which is of great Antiquity, according to

their accounts, and univerfally known amongft them.

The Jewsy however, have no written Mufic : they only fing the Hymns, Canticles,

and Pfalms according to thofe Chants which are delivered down to pofterity by tradition.

Neverthelefs, this Nation was oi old as paffionately given to Mufic as any other whatfo-

ever, as we may colledt from Exod. xv. 1.— xx. i.— xxxii. 6.

Mofes, after the Paflage through the Wildernefs, inftituted the ufe of Trumpets for

Three different purpofes: the Firft, for folemn Sacrifices and religious Feafts: The
Second, to give notice ot the Commencement of theYear of Jubilee, of the Sabbatical Year,

and of the New Moons : the Third, when their Armies were engaged in Battle, to en-

courage the Soldiers, and to put them in mind of the prefence- of the Lord, and of the

aid which he had promifed them in the fulleft manner.

Afterwards, David^ a Prince who was a pafllonate Lover of Mufic, and a moft fkilful

Performer, introduced it into the Tabernacle, perfuaded that it would greatly contribute

to the Pomp and Majefty of Divine Worfliip. With this defign he compofed Canticles

and Pfalms, and ordered the conftruftion of various Inftruments, which he put into the

hands of the LevlteSy that whatever they fung might be accompanied with them.

After the Building of the Temple, Mufic was pra6lifed with greater Decorum and So-

lemnity and the ufe of it was re-eftablifhed after the Babylonijh Captivity, and continued

down to the difperfion of the Jews under the Romans.

It is not improbable, therefore, and many of them aflirm it for truth, that fome of

the Chants introduced in the prefent Work were retained by memory among thofe firft

difperfed Jews, and tranfmitted by tradition, as obferved above, to their pofterity.

Thefe have been taken from their voices with all pofTible exa(5lnefs, and (hall be carried

on in their native fimplicity, as a kind of Text, or Subject defcanted on, after the manner
of the Canto-Fermo, or Plain-Chant of our own Church-Mufic. And as the method of

writing among the Jews is from the right-hand to the left, fo the notes of the Chanty

placed above the Hebrew characters, muft proceed in the fame manner.

To adapt tht^f Chants to our Verfes and Meafurcs, they are fometimes lengthened out

by repeating the Subjeft, but without the leaft change in the Intonation : tho' there are

ftill in Ufe certain fixed Methods of managing the voice among the Jtzvs themfelves,

who, according as they are of the Spanijh or German Nation, have likewife, upon the

fame Qa-uixd^ and Plalms, fome Variety Chant and Intonation. Thefe are difpofed,

where many voices are employed, fometimes in one part, and fometimes in another,

in order to introduce fome juft Counterpoint, at pleafure. Neverthelefs,

wherever this Kind of Mufic occurs in this Work, it ought to be executed in a plain

and fimple manner, that its juft effeft may be obtained in full perfection :—An effedt, no
doubt, very different, both on account of its Solemnity, and of its Simplicity, from that

which we commonly feel from our own Mufic.
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In Domino con/Ia^o Sc.

Solo Adagio
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Lo,the ungodly the ungodly bend their bow the un- god -r
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And he will be the _pro^tec^tor o£ the innocent for he de=Iighteth in juft and upright actions?.
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And he will be thepro=tec-tor of the innocent for he de=lighteth in juft and upright actions!

J- ii r r-ii4 1 1/ kM K / I / 1/ V 1/ 1 l^/
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Sa/vum me faCjJDomim 13 c.
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O Lord thon art my fafe ty
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there is not one now re - main — — ^{n^ there is not one now re — main ing:
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The Lord; Je - ho-vah, fhall root out all deceitful lips
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Now for the groaning of the needy " 1 will up. I will up 1 will up. I will up faith
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Solo Lento.
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