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'George ft.

GEORGE the Second, by the Grace of God, King of Great-Bntam,

France^ and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, <^c. To all to whom thefe

Prefents fhall come, Greeting. Whereas our trufty and well-beloved JOHN
GARTH, of Durham^ hath, by his Petition, humbly prefented unto us, That
he has, with great Labour and Trouble, prepared a Mufical Work, to be print-

ed in Eight Volumes Folio, and intitled, The Firft Fifty Tfalms, fet to Mufic
by Benedetto Marcello ^atrizio Veneto, and noru adapted to the Englijh Verfion by

thefa'id Tet'itioner, with feveral other Pieces of Vocal and Inftrumental Mufic
;

and hath therefore mofl: humbly befought Us to grant him Our Royal Privi-

lege and Licence for the fole Printing and Publifhing thereof for the Term of

Fourteen Years : We being willing to give all due Encouragement to Works of

this Nature, are gracioufly plcafed to condefcend to his Requeft ; and we do

therefore, by thcfe Prefents, fo far as may be agreeable to the Statute in that

Behalf made and provided, grant unto him, the faid JOHN G A R T H, his

Executors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns, Our Licence for the fole Printing and

Publifhing the faid Work, for the Term of Fourteen Years, to be computed

from the Date hereof ; flri6lly forbidding all our Subjecls within our Kingdoms

and Dominions to reprint or abridge the fame, either in the like or any other

Volume or Volumes whatfoever ; or to import, buy, vend, utter, or diftribute

any Copies thereof reprinted beyond the Seas, during the aforefaid Term of

Fourteen Years, without the Confent or Approbation of the faid JOHN
GARTH, his Heirs, Executors, and Affigns, under their Hands and Seals

firft had and obtained, as they will anfwer the contrary at their Perils ; whereof

the Commiffioners and other Officers of our Cuftoms, the Mafter, Wardens,

and Company of Stationers are to take Notice, that due Obedience may be ren-

dered to Our Pleafure herein declared. Given at our Court at Kenfington^ the

Twenty-firlt Day of May 1756, in the Twenty-ninth Year of Our Reign.

By FL'is Majejlys Command^

H O L D E R N E S S E.
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TOT HE

ORIGINAL WORK.

HE very favourable Reception of the five Volumes already publilhed hath

encouraged this Appearance of the Sixth. The Conftruflion of the Pfalms

which it contains, not diflimilar to the former in its Order and Method, we
hope will be approved, and fucceed to the fame indulgent Regard. SufHcient Tefti-

monies of this, from the moft refpe^lable Mafters, are prefixed to each Volume^as are

alfo to the prefent one thofe of two Profeffors very eminent in the Mufical Art*.

A MORE authentic Defence of this Work, or a more ornamental Recommenda-

tion of it, cannot poffibly be defined by the Authors, when fuch favourable Sentiments

voluntarily arife from the accurate Examinations of fo many ingenious, as well as learned

and renowned Compofers. Since then, the Merit of this extenfive and laboriousWork,

whatever it may be, hath had the Sanflion of their Approbation, we chearfully fubmit

to their Difcretion and Judgment, whatever frivolous or ill-natured Cenfures may fall

from thofe Profeffors who are little Ikilled, or have little Pleafure, in fuch Kind of

Studies.

* The firft of the two Letters of Compliment in this Volume is referred to in the Memoirs of

Marcello ; and as it alfo relates to a particular Peformance of thefe Pfalms, it was thought not im-

proper to give it the fame Place in this Work which it has in the Original*



To His Excellency
Signior BENEDETTO MARCELLO,
SIR,

IF it is not Prefumption in a Stranger, and a German too, to join his Voice of Praife

and Gratulation with the moft renouned Maflers of Italy, who are undoubtedly the

firfl: Virtuofi in Europe, your Excellency will accept the Teftimony of a Heart fenfible

of the higheft Regard for the Merits of your diftinguifhed Talents in Mufic, my
Efteem for which will continually increafe : Your celebrated Work of xhtPfalms, lately

publifhed, (of which I have received with the greateft Plealure the firft five Volumes)

having raifed in me a Degree of Admiration beyond what 1 can exprefs.

This great Work, difcovering the deepeft Erudition, will be a faithful Monument
to Pofterity of your Fame : EVen fo long as the facred Poefy of the Royal Prophet

fhall be fung, which will not ceafe but with the World itfelf : All who fhall have the

Skill to judge of your Compofition, will pay the Tribute of Veneration and Efteem
due to the divine and happy Labours of the incomparable Marcello.
Your having united with fo much Art the ancient Mufic with the modern^ demon-

ftrates to how great a Degree you are fkilled in the Foundation of both. It is wonder-
ful to behold in this Union, and to feel, that nothing but the true Devotion of the

Heart, can fupply Means fufficient to exprefs the fpiritual AfFeilions, which move the

Soul, exalt the Sentiment, and infpire holy Delires. Your charming Melody, infi-

nuating itfelf into the Ear, remains not there j it penetrates the Heart, and com-
mands Attention.

The noble Simplicity of your Airs, appearing fo familiar, and fo cafily underftood

and contained in the Memory, are neverthelefs enriched with Ornaments the moft un-

common, with a Fancy peculiar and new, and with an Expreffion fo delightful, and fo

little known or heard of, that they cannot but excite Admiration from their Novelty
and Invention. Thus, Sir, you have happily employed the greateft Art, where Art
leaft appears.

Inftead of the Multitude of Parts, and the laboured Counterpoints, which have hi-

therto filled our Churches, and obfcured, nay perverted the Senfe of the Words, and

Expreflion of the Sentiments your Excellency, uniting Solidity with Sweernefs, and
Chearfulnefs with Edification, hath difcovercd a Path hitherto trodden by none.

Imagine not. Sir, that thefe Elogiums are the Refult of my own Judgment alone,

which merits not the Charafter attributed to it elfewhere the Experience, not of a

private Academy, but of a numerous Concourfe of all the Virtuofi and Lovers of Mufic^

in this populous City, gives the fulleft Teftimony of their Truth, In fine, SiPj I have

had the Honour to reprefent to the Public a Performance of Part of your exqui-

fite Compofion in our Cathedral, having adapted it to Words of the German Language

;

the foie Merit of which was, that the Beauty of the Original of his Excellency Signior

Giufliniani was not greatly diminifhed.

This Undertaking was executed by thirty fele<5): Performers, (every one a Virtuofo

in his Sphere) who fung with the Unanimity of the ancient Levites, and with the

Graces of the modern Manner. The Congregation, from the Novelty of the Melody,
were delighted to fuch a Degree, that almoft the whole Audience were tranfported with

Wonder and Joy. Every Word being diftindly pronounced, and clearly undeiftood,

contributed greatly to their Admiration and Delight ; and the more fo, as they are Ad-
vantages but rarely found in our Mufic ; although, in my Opinion, the moft effen-

tially neceffary. The Sunday foWomDg, the fame Method was imitated with Succefs in

another Church : So that as formerly it was commonly faid, ^lla Palefiina, we now
fay here, Alia Marcella.

May your Excellency go on to difplay your happy Talents in fo glorious an Under-
taking. The Confines of Italy are Bounds too narrow to contain your Fame. Let

Countries more remote applaud with Inftrucfion and Wonder your excellent Compofi-

tions : And permit me too to reap from them that Profit and fublime Delight, which

will always encreafe my Admiration ; being with the utmoft Reverence and Efteem,

Tour Excellency''s moft devoted humble Servant,

Hamburghf Oil, 6, 1725.

JOHANNES MATHESON.
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