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Composer and concert improviser (organ), Malcolm Hill studied 1961-68 at R. A.M., 

London, with extended periods in Holland and Sweden (performing and research). 

1969-94 Professor, Royal Academy of Music; 1995-2000 completion of works by 

Gesualdo and Szymanowski; Musical Director of Bath Chamber Opera (since 2011).

The text is taken from Selected Letters of Pope Innocent III concerning England 

(1198-1216), edited by C.R.Cheney and W.H.Semple, published by Thomas Nelson 

and Sons Ltd in 1953 (Nelson’s Medieval Texts Series).

The main melody comes from Gaucelm Faidit’s Planh (Lament) which was composed 

soon after the death of King Richard the Lionheart in 1199. [See Koln Anthology of 

Music No. 2: Troubadours ed. Gennrich, 1970 p.17.]

King John made over his kingdoms to be vassal states of the Apostolic See in May 1213.

According to Pope Innocent III, King John in June 1215:  “By such violence was forced to 

accept an agreement which was both shameful and demeaning, both illegal and unjust.”  

“Verum etiam per sonam et terram tuam apostolice subdideris ditioni.”

The Pope, on the 24th of August 1215, sent an open letter to England:

“Tam cartam quam obligationes seu cautiones quecumque pro ipsa vel de ipsa sunt facte, 

Irritantes penitus et cassantes ut nullo unquam tempore aliquam habeant firmitatem.”  

“By our own authority we utterly reject and condemn this settlement,  and under threat   of  

excommunication  we order that the king should not dare to observe it: The Charter, with all 

undertakings and guarantees whether confirming it or resulting from it, we declare to be null 

and void of all validity for ever.” 
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Selected Letters of Pope Innocent III concerning England

Ed. Cheney & Semple (Norton) 1953

Soprano, Mezzo and Bass soloists,

Duet of Trebles, SSATTB Chorus 

Pope annuls Magna Carta 

Malcolm Hill

2015  mj343

incorporating Gaucelm Faidit's Planh

(See Koln Anthology of Music No.2 

Troubadours ed. Gennrich 1960 p.17)
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