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The Canzonette a Muattro Vocl published in houwe

by Simone Yerovio in 1591, is a collection of twenty
four-vecice scngs and their intzbulations for cimbalo
and lute. The book was printed by the coprer plate
engraving wmethod and is one of the first music books to
h-ve bezn rrinted by this msthod.

In 1586 Jerovio wublished a collection of three and
four voice canzonette with sacred tevts under the title

Viletto woiritugle. This is the ssrliest known example

of copper plete engraeving ap lied to music publication.
The engraving for this wcrk wes done by Hartin van
Buyten, & outch engraver. VYerovio himself was from
's Hertogenbosch, and his rzal name may have been 3imon

vierrewlck.

~ach song in the Cangonette a Juattro Yocl collecticn

is prianted with the four vocal varts at the top of the
page anid the keyboard and lute parts below. The songsg are
for SATB or 525AT. The first aad third vocal 1arts are
printed on the left hznd page with the keybosrd tablature

N

below them, and the second a-d fourth u

rts are on the

o]

rignt uzge with the lute tablature below thein.
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The vocal parts are on five-line unmeasured staves in
the C and F clefs, and are printed in modern black notation
with the exceintlon of a few Renaissance ligatures. The
keyboard tablature has two stsves, freom six to elght lines
each, and generally has two clefs on each staff. The
lute tablature used 1s the Itslian lute tablature with six
lines reonresenting the six strings on the lute. Humbers
on the lines designate the fret to be stopred. The frets
are a half tone apartj thus 3 on the a string would be ch .
The strings are tuned to great G, smezll ¢, f, a, one line
d, g = the intervals of 4th, 4th, 3rd, 4th, 4th. The top
line of the tablasture recresents the lowest string on the
lutees This apears to be illogical, but when the -2layer
holds the instrument on his lzsp, the lowest pnitched string
is at the tope. Thus the »osition of the numbers on the
staff corresronds to the sosltion of the note on the finger-
bozrd. Uccasionally a seventh string tuned to gr=st D
is used, and 1s notated on a ledger line above the staff.
ninkeldejlpoints out that the book was intended for
the amateur musician, as a profes:icnal wcould have been
/v/n%(‘ ) ) N . - - -
aleAa ute or keybosrd part at sight from the vocal parts.
The keybozrd transcripticns are very simvcle, and consist
generally of the four vocal parts pnlus a few other tones

to fill out the harmony and an occasicnal orn:mental flgure.

The lute parts show less similarity to the vocal parts due

l.£inkeldey, C. Orgel und Klavier in der iusik des 16. Jahrhunderts
Pg. 126
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the a: ture of the instruusnt.

The keyboard zud lute intabulations ars often 1a a
different key than the original vocal parts, in crder to
have the piece 1n g better r=nge fcr the instruments.
This occurs in scngs 1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 12, 17, and 19.

In 18 only the lute rart is in anothsr key. In this
transcri-tion these parts have besn transposed iato the
key of the vacal arts in order to facilitate a commarison
of the variocus parts. This transcosition is mentioned in
a footnote whereever it occurs.

The most significant discrerancy betwesn the sarts
1s in the gp licatlion of nmusica ficta. In nuaerocus
instances two parts have a musica ficta notation which is
different from the third :2srt. These hive also been
Indicated by footnotes.

The notaticn of the reueats are very unusual. The
rezeat 1s indicated by a double bar with 3cts betwesn
the two lineszgggigg- In sany instances the l=st me=sure
in each of ths vocal sarts contalns an insufficient
number of beats, aad often each part wm lacks a different
number of beats. There &s a bar line ezrlier in the part,
and the singer 1s to recoeat to this bar line when he coaes

to the end of his part.
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This tyoe of reoeat hes been changed to a first a-d second
ending in this transcription, but the original repeat has
becn indicated with nencil lines.

The last song 1n the collection is very differeant frou
any of the others. The wmajority of the songs are of a rather

contravuntal nsture, asnd the tevts are seculszr, dealing

=

for the most part with love. The last song however, hes
a sacred text in which the Virgin is comwvwared to a rose.
In the setting, the three tower volices move in slow note

: : s o The o
values =nd outline the harmonies, whilejupper voice has a
very florid mellsaatic line. The crinting of this song 1is
glso different froum any of ths others. Thare ars no

intabulsticns for keybosrd or lute, and the four vocsal

il

parts are arranged on the ns.e wilth the has: part at the

(

1 1

top, then the tenor znd alto,with the cantus at thse Dottoiie.
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