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THE

PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN

ROBERT BROWNING.

(Contralto Solo.)

Hamelin Town’'s in Brunswick,

By famous Hanover city ;
The river Weser, deep and wide,
Washes its wall on the southern side ;
A pleasanter spot you never spied ;

But, when begins my ditty,
Almost five hundred years ago,
To see the townfolk suffer so

From vermin, was a pity.

CHoRus.

Rats !

They fought the dogs and killed the cats,

And bit the babies in the cradles,

And ate the cheeses out of the vats,

And licked the soup from the cooks’ own ladles,
Split open the kegs of salted sprats,
Made nests inside men’'s Sunday hats,
And even spoiled the women’s chats

By drowning their speaking
With shrieking and squeaking
In fifty different sharps and flats.

(Contralto Solo).
At last the people in a body
To the Town Hall came flocking :

CHoRus.

“'Tis clear, our Mayor’s a noddy ;

And as for our Corporation—shocking
To think we buy gowns lined with ermine
For dolts that can’t or won't determine
What's best to rid us of our vermin !
Rouse up, sirs! Give your brains a racking
To find the remedy we're lacking,
Or, sure as fate, we’'ll send you packing!”

(Contralto Solo).
At this the Mayor and Corporation
Quaked with a mighty consternation.
An hour they sat in council,
At length the Mayor broke silence :

THE Mavor.
(Baritone Solo).
I wish 1 were a mile hence!
It's easy to bid one rack one’s brain—
I'm sure my poor head aches again,
I've scratched it so, and all in vain.
Oh for a trap, a trap, a trap! "
1



THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN.

(Contralto Solo).
Just as he said this, what should hap
At the chamber door but a gentle tap ?

THE Mavor.
(Baritone Solo).
¢ Bless us, what's that ?
* Only a scraping of shoes on the mat ?
Anything like the sound of a rat
Makes my heart go pit-a-pat ! "
“Come in! "'~

CHORUS.
In did come the strangest figure !
His queer long coat from heel to head
Was half of yellow and half of red,
And he himself was tall and thin,
With sharp blue eves, cach like a pin,
And light loose hair, yet swarthy skin,
No tuft on cheek nor heard on chin,
But lips where smiles went out and in ;
There was no guessing his kith and kin:
And nobody could enough admire
The tall man and his quaint attire.
He advanced to the council-table :

Tue PipEr.
(Tenor Solo.)

*¢ Please, vour honours, I'm able,

By means of a secret charm, to draw
All creatures living beneath the sun,
That creep. or swim, or fly, or run,

After me so as you never saw !

And I chiefly use my charm

On creatures that do people harm,

The mole, and toad, and ncwt, and viper;

And people call me the Pied Piper.”

(Contralto Solo),

(And here they noticed round his neck

A scarf of red and yellow stiipe,

And at the scarf's end hung a pipe;
And his fingers. they noticed, were ever straying
As if impatient to be playing
Upon this pipe, as low it dangled
Over his vesture so old-fangled.)

THE PrpEr.
(Tenor Solo).
“ Yet, poor piper as I am,
If I can rid your town of rats
Will you give me a thousand guilders?

CHorus (Tenors and Basses).
One? fifty thousand! " -was the exclamation
Of the astonished Mayor and Corporation.

CHoORUS.

Into the street the Piper stept,
Smiling first a little smile,
As if he knew what magic slept
In his quiet pipe the while ;
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THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN.,

CHorus (Sopranos and Contraltos).

Then, like a musical adept,

To blow the pipe his lips he wrinkled,

And green and blue his sharp eyes twinkled,
Like a candle-flame where salt is sprinkled ;

CHorus (Tenors and Basses).

And ere three shrill notes the pipe uttered,

You heard as if an army muttered ;

And the muttering grew to a grumbling ;

And the grumbling grew to a mighty rumbling ;

CHoORuUs.

And out of the houses the rats came tumbling.
Great rats, small rats, lean rats, brawny rats.
Brown rats, black rats, greyv rats, tawny rats,
Grave old plodders. gay voung friskers,
Fathers, mothers, uncles, cousins,
Cocking tails and pricking whiskers,
Families by tens and dozens,
Brothers, sisters, husbands, wives —
Followed the Piper for their lives.
From street to street he piped advancing,
And step by step they followed dancing,
Until they came to the river Weser,
Wherein all plunged and perished !

CHORUS.

You should have heard the Hamelin people
Ringing the bells till they rocked the steeple.

THE MAYOR.
(Baritone Solo).

“ Go, and get long poles,

Poke out the nests and block up the holes !
Consult with carpenters and builders,

And leave in our town not even a trace

Of the rats! " —

(Contralto Solo).

When suddenly, up the face
Of the Piper perked in the market-place,

THE PiIpER.
(Tenor Solo).

¢« First, if you please, my thousand guilders! ™

(Contralto Solo).

A thousand guilders ! The Mayor looked blue ;
And so did the Corporation too.

To pay this sum to a wandering fellow

With a gipsy coat of red and yellow !

THE Mavor.
(Baritone).
‘ Beside, "
(Contralto).

Quoth the Mayor with a knowing wink,
3



THE PIED PIPER OF HAMELIN.

THE Mavor.
(Baritone Solo).

*¢ Our business was done at the river’'s brink ;
We saw with our eyes the vermin sink,

And what’s dead can't come to life, I think.

So, friend, we're not the folks to shrink

From the duty of giving you something for drink,
And a matter of money to put in your poke ;

But as for the guilders, what we spoke

Of them, as you very well know, was in joke.
Beside, our losses have made us thrifty.

A thousand guilders ! Come, take fifty ! "

(Contralto Solo).
The Piper’s face fell, and he cried

THE P1per.
(Tenor Solo).

*“ No trifling! I can’t wait, beside !
With you, don’t think I'll bate a stiver!
And folks who put me in a passion

May find me pipe after another fashion.”

THe Mavor.
(Baritone Solo).

You threaten us, fellow ? Do your worst,
Blow your pipe there till you burst!”’

CHORuS.

Once more he stept into the street

And to his lips again

Laid his long pipe of smooth straight cane ;
And ere he blew three notes (such sweet
Soft notes as yet musician’s cunning

Never gave the enraptured air)
There was a rustling that seemed like a bustling
Of merry crowds justling at pitching and hustling,
Small feet were pattering, wooden shoes clattering,
Little hands clapping and little tongues chattering,
And, like fowls in a farm-vard when barley is scattering
Out came the children running.
All the little boys and girls,
With rosy cheeks and flaxen curls,
And sparkling eyes and teeth like pearls,
Tripping and skipping, ran merrily after
The wonderful music with shouting and laughter.
The Mayor was dumb, and the Council stood
As if they were changed into blocks of wood,
Unable to move a step, or cry
To the children merrily skipping by,
And could only fellow with the eye
That joyous crowd at the Piper's back.
But how the Mayor was on the rack,
And the wretched Council’s bosoms beat,
As the Piper turned from the High Street
To where the Weser rolled its waters
Right in the way of their sons and daughters !
However he turned from South to West,
And to Koppelberg Hill his steps addreased,
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THE PIED FIPER OF HAMELIN.

And after him the children pressed ;
Gre.: was the joy in every breast.

*“ He never can cross that mighty top!
He’s forced to let the piping drop,
And we shall see our children stop !

(Contralto Solo).

When, lo! as they reached the mountain-side,
A wondrous portal opened wide,
As if a cavern was suddenly hollowed ;
And the Piper advanced and the children followed,
And when all were in to the very last,
The door in the mountain-side shut fast.
Did I say. all! No! One was lame,

And could not dance the whole of the way ;
And in after years, if you would blame

His sadness, he was used to say—
*“It's dull in our town since my playmates left !
I can’t forget that I'm bereft
Of all the pleasant sights they see,
Which the Piper also promised me.
For he led us, he said, to a joyous land,
Joining the town and just at hand,
Where waters gushed and fruit-trees grew
And flowers put forth a fairer hue,
And everything was strange and new ;
The sparrows were brighter than peacocks here,
And their dogs outran our fallow-deer,
And honey-bees had lost their stings,
And horses were born with eagles’ wings :
And just as I became assured
My lame foot would be speedily cured,
The music stopped and I stood still,
And found myself outside the hill,
Left alone against my will,
To go now limping as before,
And never hear of that country more !

CHoRrus.

Alas, alas for Hamelin !
The Mayor sent East, West, North and South,
To ofter the Piper, by word of mouth,

Wherever it was men's lot to find him,
Silver and gold to his heart’s content,
If he'd only return the way he went,

And bring the children behind him.
But when they saw 'twas a lost endeavour,
And Piper and dancers were gone for ever
The better in memory to fix
The place of the children’s last retreat,
They called it, the Pied Piper Street—
Where any one playing on pipe or tabor
Was sure for the future to lose his labour.
Nor suffered they hostelry or tavern

To shock with mirth a street so solemn
But opposite the place of the cavern

They wrote the story on a column,
And on the great church-window painted
The same, to make the world acquainted
How their childen were stolen away,
And there it stands to this very day.
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CHAPPELL & CO.’'s

Latest Song and Ballad Successes.

LIZA LEHMANN—
. ** Incident of the French camp *
‘ gbou & Ms'::z“ the
- Pearl aad So
. 'il(‘hm Mh.ni‘dl Aslecp)
** Thoughts have
** Little White Rose '“ﬁl'
** Five Little Love
F LORENCE AYLWA|
‘* Renunciation

u'rhml-
"Hlvenhnnedl" .
"De-p my heart a lute
lay hid " and
* The Bird I love the best
TERESA DEL RIEGO-—
* Since 1 must love “
“Yourb-nhuhnm
March "’

Jomsme

**The Lark’s Song "
"Yoﬂ brought me lovo"

A lmhogu.n for you ™
* Love's Rhapsody
.‘ll'la dewdrop loves the morniag”
** In the Great Unkaown "
DOROTHY FORSTER—

* Whea the swallows coms again
"You: Smile”

] will awake
"%ﬁnﬁmd"m
Cﬁuhn ‘arn
**Stars of Paradise”
ARTHUR E. GODFFEY—
** Nearer to thee "

to love
KENNEYDY RU&V—
**Old Farmer ]oh- "

T Yo‘ml!l.l. THOMSON-

w.
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alone
"A Chip of the Oid Block "
* Lighterman Tom "
*Three for Jack”
FRANCO LEONI-—
*' Little Barefoot"
‘*When he comes home”

EDWARD GERMAN-
) in all

:l‘}lﬂho:wd by tbe Devon seas ™
‘* Where my caravan hn rested

H W&LP’ORD DAVIES—
*“The w of u" }T'O Soags

ERIC COATES— L
** The Gates of Spring "

IRNIST NEWTON—-
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NOEL ]OHNSON-
** Gray Du
¢ Her Rest ™
NONTAGUE JF. PHILLIPS—

"Thchcutofdn
"Hovdmtomelhobwr"
‘“Were ] a moth ™
* Moon and Sea *

X Breffny”
** Young night thou;ht
"Wheemgtbe boats?”

** Pirate Story "

HAYDN WOOD-—

** On & spring morming "

CHARLES BRAUN—

** Take, sweot maid"”
** My love's like a shower’

ROBERT CONINGSBY CLARKE—
** From out the mist "’

* In the grple glow”
*‘In the Summer Evening
** Dearest, lmadetbauonpforyw
** O, my garden, full of
FRANK LAMBERT—
**Sweet Afton *
* 1 know a giade of daffodils
“The T of Nigte
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The Portrait Series

VOCAL ALBUMS BY POPULAR COMPOSERS.

Eacbh Album uniformly bound in a grey cover, with the
Photograph of the Composer on the Frontispiece.

EDWARD GERMAN ALBUM.

ConTENTS.—1. ** BIRDS ON WING,” 3. “FAIR FLOWERS,” i. ‘“IN SUMMER
TIME,” 4. ““A FANCY * s ‘“HEIGH. HO'" 6. ‘“CUPID, FICKLE CUPID,” and
7. “ EVADNE'S SONG.

LIZA LEHMANN ALBUM.

Con‘rlm-—l “IF THOU WILT BE THE FALLING DEW,” 1. “SQUL'S

BLOSSOM,” 3. “LONG AGO IN EGYPT,” 4. “THE CLOCK,” s. “TELL ME
WHERE 1S FANCY BRED,” 6. “THE ROSE GARDENER,” and 7. “THE
BILLET DOUX." (Fot Low or High Voice.)

GUY D’HARDELOT ALBUM,

nTanTs.—1. ‘'FOR YOU ALONE,” 2 “THE PERFECT FLOWER.”

Co
“THE SUN AND THE SHOWER," t‘lD LD ROMANC 5 “TWO
AYS,” 6. “THE STAR AND THE WBR " 7. “IN LOVE'S SWEET

HOUR,” and 8 *LOVE'S MADRIGAL.

TERESA DEL RIEGO ALBUM.

Contents.—1. “LIFE'S RECOMPENSE,” 2. ““‘A SONG OF LIFE" (LA VIE
EST VAINE), ‘3. “RED CLOVER,” o WISHES * ALL’S RIGHT WITH
THE WORLD. “THE BUTTERFLY,” 7. “EG INE,” & ‘AN OLIVE
BRANCH,” and 9. “ A MORAL SET TO MUSIC."

FLORENCE AYLWARD ALBUM.

Contants.—1. ‘‘ LOVE'S BENEDICTION," 3. *“O MOONLIGHT DEEP AND
TENDER,"” 3. “ THE CROSS OF STON " 4 *“ASPIRATION,” 5. “A MOUN.
TAIN S ADE,” “SUNRISE," “THE TOKEN,” and 8. “ A SONG
OF THE SOUTHLAN

HERMANN LOHR ALBUM.

ContaNTs. —1. “FOR THE GREEN,” 3 “A CHAIN OF ROSE."
3 ‘““WORLD THAT ONCE WAS A GARD!N " 4 SO FAIR A FLOWER,”
i “LADY MINE,” 6. “ALONE,” ). “PAGAN, tll!l 8. “NELSON'S GONE

-SAILING."”

FRANK LAMBERT ALBUM

CONTENTS.—1. * LOOK DOWN, DEAR EYES,” “ DEEP IN MY HEART,"”

“DARKNESS AND DAWN,” 4. ‘‘BON OUR. PIERROT,” s DEAR

DS,” 6. *‘ THE FOUNTAINS MINGLE WITH THE RIVER,” 7. LOTUS
LAND,” and 8. ‘‘FAREWELL.”

_ OTHER ALBUNS IN THE PRESS.
CHAPPELL & CO., Ltd.,, 50, New Bond Street, London, W.

NEW YORK and MELBOURNE
AND MAY BE HAD OF ALL MUSIC SELLERS




CHAPPELL & CO.'S

NEW YVOCAL ALBUMS.

LIZA LEHMANN.
Breton Folk=Songs.

Complete, price gs. 64. net cash.
LIZA LEHMANN.
Four Cautionarp Tales and a fdoral.
Complets, prics ss. 64. net cash.
LIZA LEHMANN.

Ronsense Songs. Song-Cycle.
From * Alice in Wooderland,” by Lawrs CARROLL.
Com 6d. net cash.
LIZA LEHMANN. plate, price 36. 6. n

“ dr. Coggs” and otber Songs for Children..
Complete, price 3s. net cash. Cloth, 4s. net-cash.
TERESA DEL RIEGO.
Children’'s Pictures.
Complete, price 3s. net cash,
HERMANN LOHR.

Romanp Songs.
(Low and High.) Com_pleto. price 38, net cash.

HERMANN LOHR.
Songs in Egtle.
(Low and High.) Complete, price 3s. 6d. net cash.
HERMANN LOHR. :
Garden Songs.

(Low and High.) Complete, price 4s. net cash.
HERMANN LOHR.

SOngs of tbe Rorseland. Six Songs.
(Low and High.) Complete, price 4s. net cash.
ROBERT CONINGSBY CLARKE.
H First Sbeat of Little Songs.
(Low and High,) Complete, price 3s. net cash,
ROBERT CONINGSBY CLARKE.
H Second Sheat of ALittle Songs.
(Low and High.) Complete, price 3s. net cash.
T. C. STERNDALE BENNETT.
Four Songs of Cbildbood.

Complete, price as. 6d. net cash,

CHAPPELL & CO., Ltd., 50, New Bond Street, London, W.,
NEW YORK AND MELBOURNE.
MAY BE HAD OF ALL MUSIC SELLERS.
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