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Foreword

This music is for entry into the Leibniz's Harmonies International
Composition Competition 2016 in Hanover, Germany. With regret I was
unable to send the score to Hanover, Germany to meet the competition
deadline, nor could afford the expense of express mail.. I selected the
pipa as the solo instrument because of the five fingered tremolos common
to its practice. Seven Figs represents my joy and love for international
music. It is my first attempt at writing for pipa and I hope I have done
its beautiful history no offense, and have created a performable music.

The sections marked Slow, Freely should be played as if the
performer is improvising, where the faster sections are more structured
around a traditional folk music phrasing. Ritardando may be employed
at the discretion of the performer where it may be needed, but only as an
artistic choice. The pipa player may use any position on the strings as he
or she chooses, or restated, may choose to play a tone on any of the
strings which is most applicable to his or her hands. If you are a pipa
player and discover a passage which cannot be fingered in this music
please email the composer at craigbakalian@uerizon.net.
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