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Joseph Haydn's Cello Concerto in D major was composed in 1783, over 20 years after his C Major Cello

Concerto. It was probably written for the virtuoso Anton Krafft who was the cellist in the Esterhazy

orchestra from 1778 to 1790. 

As described in the preface to the Barenreiter urtext edition of the score in 1988, the Esterhazy orchestra

typically was composed of 11 or 12 violins and violas, 2 cellos (one of whom would have taken the solo

part) 2 or 3 double basses, 2 oboes, 2 horns and 2 bassoons.  The autograph of the score of the D

Major concerto has long been available, but for much of the twentieth century, the concerto was most

often performed in a romantic arrangement by F.A.Gevaert made in 1890. While retaining the principal

themes, this  omitted some sections of the original, and also added several extra bars. Major alterations

to orchestration were also made, and the solo part was significantly enhanced making it much more

virtuosic.  In recent years, the original version by Haydn has regained favour, and it is this original

version that has been arranged for soloist and cello orchestra here.

In the present arrangement, the dynamic markings are as given in the urtext score.  This means that no

dynamic markings at all are given for the soloist, and that the orchestral dynamics are limited to "p" or "f"

except for the "ff" at the very end of the last movement. More subtle gradations of dynamics are left to

the performers, and it is particularly important that the soloist is allowed to be heard, especially when the

solo part is in the mid range of the cello and/or where the orchestra is doubling the solo line. I have

written "colla parte" and "sotto voce" in the orchestral parts where balance is likely to be a particular

problem. Bowings have been given as in the urtext Barenreiter score, but it is accepted that this leads to

a few inconsistencies, especially where the main theme of the rondo in the last movement reappears.

The main differences are in the second half of the fifth and sixth bars of the rondo theme where the final

quaver is sometimes separate and sometimes slurred, and where the solo and tutti parts may also show

differences. Some of these differences are probably due to omissions in the original score, but it is left

up to performers to decide. There are also occasional marks of emphasis in the melody lines which

mainly consist of a "wedge" of the "teardrop" variety (see for example bars 2 and 3 of the main theme of

the first movement). Again there are some inconsistencies in the use of these emphasis markings when

melodic material returns in the first and last movements, but they have been included as in the urtext

edition. In regard to appogiatura, the Preface to the Barenreiter edition mentions that the urtext score is

sometimes ambiguous or inconsistent as to whether these should be long or short. The notation has

been kept as in the original EXCEPT for sequences of four semiquavers (such as the second beat of bar

two) where, for ease of reading, the semiquavers have been written out in full, rather than using the

"appogiatura-quaver-two semiquaver" convention. Elsewhere, as for example in Cello 1 in bars 86 and

88 of the first movement, the original notation has been given and the length of the appogiatura has

been left to the performers. Rehearsal marks have been added to the present arrangement for

convenience, but are not present in the original edition. 

While Cellos 1 and 2 tend to have the higher parts in the present arrangement, I have attempted to

share out melodic parts reasonably fairly among Cellos 1 to 6.  Only two truly solo episodes for Cello 1

are suggested - between bars 70 to 74 in the first movement, and bars 129 and 134 in the final

movement. In both of these instances, the soloist has the theme augmented by double stops, and in the

original score this is supported by a single line ("bassi" in movement 1 and violas in movement 3), of

notes filling in the rest of the harmony.

Cadenzas are intended to be improvised at bars 181 in the first movement and  bar 62 in the second

movement. Haydn did not offer any cadenzas himself, and so none have been given here, although the

Henle Verlag urtext edition of the solo part offers cadenzas by the contemporary German cellist  Reiner

Ginzel.

The present arrangement, for 6-part cello orchestra, was been made for James Halsey and the Giant

Cello Ensemble to perform in the Aboyne Cello Festival in North-East Scotland in July 2015 with

Philip Higham as soloist .  

Gwyn Seymour,  d.g.seymour@abdn.ac.uk, 

Stonehaven, Scotland, February 2015
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