POEMS BY
CHARLES SIMIC

Set to music by
ALDEN JENKS

® 2004

1. Night Picnic
2. Ghosts
3. Shadow Publishing Company

Poems used by permission of the publisher, Harcourt Ine.



MUSIC by ALDEN JENKS

NIGHT PICNIC

"Night Picnic" from NIGHT PICNIC,
copyright © 2001 by Charles Simic,

NP1

© 2004 reprinted by permission of Harcourt, Inc.
0| J=s84
) 2 : : ;
s o ‘g/_ } Jl } u?'= Jg ‘I‘ | 1 |
o ¢ & o = & & —el
J There  was the sky star - less and
=84 '
er . f\ - 50 /'~1§1\ //—\\ /‘/—\' Z =
o % hs € - Fi ! 7 P G . 7 —E
eV 2 - Y
g =N, Cr ¥ r r T
e ¢ s i . il i R
ey rustling
s = -
D,  unacorda
(3]
A N 53 L 0 '
| k= 7% b e
\;)v -+ & > 1 =
bright home of ev' I one of our
o) N N T n w /’_'\'\ /—.\D-
g f ! b — -
J r = = s
——t- — 8 -
6 6 6
5 J
\ s - 5
K. far.




f sl
b . ; ; [¥] %
r\lD 17 — S ) / % Il
) n
thoughts its  door

5P [l el
- ¢ f
R e T
6 o i - 6 [} 6
—q_ﬁ\ p
:( = =
Hold back J =80
|
7 Y 1] 1
'—"_lf__‘-'q 5 L .Il { Y ) g T I%IF ”
T 4 f
pen to more dark - ness
Hold back 4=80
6 p 3
6 X 3
¢ 7 | & ﬁ' 18 { 1E
- 1t = £ o may ; 1T Lv\u‘l‘
6
I 1L i
) ™ 1 | |14 { g Y0 ll)‘l
4 i ggr.f it =
o et
aR. 2. 0.
% KFed. Fed.

NP 2




| (a tempo)
3
[ J=84 |
F:ﬁ— - : 4 = e = i e s
aG) - : o i > : ey e—— =
b and you like3 a late Jqoor
i
(a tempo) —1 \
/-‘%\‘
= s o bl BT . Ty Far
£ : + ’£ lj“
& == : ] :
D) @ Id r > | = 3
=] ’ e gl 6
6 . "'F 6 g 1 pPaco cresc..,
- i ) b s
O . 2o 1 X K >4
=4 G ——
Gad. T, Kb,
(i3] 3
R ol |
fis——1 jf_ o & = s 5 r 1
G S
D) pe |
door sales main with on - ly your
2 G f\~\ ]
— o X P
- b
A l’.!_ e l’f‘ # g hﬂ— e
T o P L
g AT TR et g, ‘—|L -
7 T
) x — 2 » [ e
e 1 (S Rt
el 1
\ 1\@3‘, TR —
B, 2. = _J
K.

NP3




W -
E
a * _
|
.J._ “
iy &
1
: il
i B
vk R
I
<
iﬁ = 1 o
He' B
el 2 J
A HT | =
e [
i .
W...._.J
D
kuu 8,
o T
Fr m
g
M- 2 |
S,
R,

———

&

Slower J =62

All

ey g

bd

e
" e y

¥

oL

T



T “—————

beginsing much slower slight accell... (J =42) rit.(J =40)
L |'J: 4 Ef 3
A 9 36) — | | ; e e
ﬁ%— ,
A F‘ﬁf , — - =
Y] + . -l T - I
things are im bued with God's be - ing She said
beginning much slower (¢=3¢) slight accell... (d=42) J
Yo rit (¢=40)
2 ! e .
e - .
L — o | = P
J ey ; . ST ¢ o =
3 3 ]: 33
iy 02 : : e
Sz = " e S ey D) ————————  ——
N 9. o e s
%,
Reeit. (ad kb, but
@ somewhat faster)
A : 3 X ,______,\’L___‘ r-—ﬁ—'!&h (T |
T g’ | l: f = r { 7' ] =
J T - T ] i e — o o
in hushed tones s if his  ghost might ¢ - hear
A lentano L R S
A% o .
I.lr
¢ - B i
i £jld | b,
- ~ ; [v; - = o Alh
— L 1)
—pe
v 2 ) 3.

NP 5




A (J=38)

AR T =38 : "

Y e S—" x o : ===
: e —— = 1
3 _ 3
The dark woods a - round us our fac - es which

e
f?n'_
'y

(

ye T |
A——b 7 7 = . 7
W 4.
|
faster o= 46 Pilesimsamios to J: 38
8 (Y] 1 4} e
1 1 ] _“ - IS
r ) Y
we can - hot see.
faster J =46 J
R s (I to #=38

o — =r—— | =15
AT | | L
il Derm ST £ e o
o e i'f = z
= l L—— "L ~._} T _‘br ﬁ ‘b
.6;.




M Al A ol o o d o o d o d o d o 4 4 gl

/’W\#\

1) 2 Pif.a
0 - 3 S
1 n i .
i : S * L
AN1Y) 1 ! & 51 P8 M
3] [ I = ® 4 £
J 3
e ven this bread Wis Lreat bt 20 s
3 3 g o
‘ -
J 4 4 | a | he
0 == - t \1 = qr g = = i} = a = T
@ nx—_xl Ji | = " } =
s — i “___ftf;r | | ——e
o — Ll = kf_—/ [
| e e S 5 )
3 -’—”‘““3‘::.1 3 g vttt ] l g ——_
0 # v
“‘?‘ o 7 o : J:x:ll ——
=l 5 1 G AR A ] 3
o @ < ;
~ . B, B, I, Kod, Ked.
Recit. (ad lib.)
(33) molto (J 54,
f’gi + e = e 1= "°
(L e { | 1 ~ [ 1 1
E)b = L A ~ 1;— ‘\._l
ing. You were  mull-ing o -ver the par-tic-u -lars of  your
molto __—__1 ﬂ i, ” é
2 |
‘ — v—_ J= -~
Bl Age g Com e FRERET
S o e 2 : = N
AN ¥) | ] | = e ————}
o) [ Im——— g - (=4 iv@ 7l
2 prp
m Bme 2 =
¥ 1
7.4 e e e
1 {
l I %
~, EALEETICN | < b, S N ). N M. 1 _‘-_’_._/l
A NP7




2 < | ,—-—l_A_'
o) e
b’ Y
£ 7 Mo LTI 4 [
155 0 Lo >y B, & Ly | I 3 ! R
v : | e e i } L g Ay
J - * 'J\._/'- b"“ w 7 >
~ mic in - sig - nif - i - cance be - tween slow sips of
2%{;'* . —
2 st /=58
3 -
: : i =
= y : £
! = ol e i |
. F 3y & < @ r
wine, In the en - su -ing qui- et
faster «=38

7

7
=
f T | B et
= 19 7{ 1 L
¢ (= T / r g
sotfo | /
0
voce | [Z | - Vs,
e A (H) - x
et gt ——— 0} ===t =
rp Y. wna corda 8 ¢
sempre. %




- accell.... (= 60) (with rising agitation....)
2 y i
SRR | L A
= e =
d =ls b1 m 7 ‘___l
y:u could s her small sharp teeth
accell.... (J=60)
6 6
/—T . )
5 # 4VJ //‘—E' 7 e | = ﬁ e
L_J 'ﬂ L 75 7L 1y 74 + L
ot g 7 7 7
s ¥ R - E ¥
stealthy n 6
W D 4 - L )
. tre corde Fa. Fed.
(J =66)
E%] : = CF88Cusiessessrowns
1 J 1% 1 C #ﬁ" TITEES
% .]'7 %IIF——#!]. "‘ ;‘x! 1t .}‘ '( ‘i 1‘* I {
Y — I
- chew ing 7
chew - ing  the the crust
- T > h-:«q - ke (J=66) - . p ke, > | X
A i — #_ =15 xlie o I 1— Y Th 4 .._: #.: o ﬂ...: — =
" j: bof i = Le
s
o/
3]
[ i #
-
Q =1 T & 4 ‘&b——# -
& e 3 e' | 5
T T 4
D} Qr — .
L
Fed. Fed. 6 6
T, Bd, Pa ’ %@ . ™

NP9



allarg......

-

,;,_
T,

=*
[ ]

7 llhc crusi. e
= e s WECE E
= = - E L ETETE e
é‘ : k ‘ = [/'_'\‘
i:f e - — futta F4 iﬁ
| — oo e e . \
e 7 7 : 7. — = % #- W > 1
Fi

HE]
2 o =

¥ - -

NP 10




Drugged, langorous

In a kind of

m J.=30 ecstasy...

o 11 5('-/ @-_* [

{es i - i = o f — i N
Av4 1'1 I | %! — = ‘1
P And then fin - al - Ty she

A ol |

A fom——e=————+¢ ! . , ——

S, = o @ S—tw H— ' &

o 4 it e — I Lo = ¥
® ) [ P o N P 0 e f = [t

7 peeee) id £ . id B = = f : f !

¥ I I @ ] | (o) t '
C @
%. _< %. %.
i i (breve)
ET D Jaaa i2¢)
s L8]
g % [ F “T t =
e f T '
moist - ened her lips.
=
} — /ﬁ
(breve) ## ey
. ~ | ~ < R . =
) [ i i ( Qe —
ﬁ:ﬂ’l w®—x il
L] 3 1 ®_o. Py
e =
§f% £r Pp
v g hg’“*“:' °
s —] Py * I'J 3 412& e — ﬁ =i —
= : i b— E g o
@ 7 r " o . i
o/

(softo voce)

NP 11




