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OrganistMarks^^^^^
Sixty Years in

Brooklyn Post

2 Other Churches Join in

Honoring R. H. Wood-

i at Firsspre^terian

Raymond'HuntifigEon woodman,
a genial, seventy-nine-year-old gen-

tleman with a ""snowy Van Dyke
- beard, observed his sixtieth anni-

versary yesterday as organist in the

First Presbyterian Church, 124
~ Henry Street, Brooklyn Heights,

Brooklyn.
The ministers, choirs and congre-

gations of two other Brooklyn
- Heights Churches, the Protestant

Episcopal Church of the Holy Truv
- Ity, Clinton and Montague Streets,

and the Unitarian Church of the
Saviour, Pierrepont Street and Mon
roe Place, joined with those of the

First Presbyterian Church last eve
ning in the tenth annual three

_ choir festival service and the ob-
servance of the sixtieth anniversary
of Mr. Woodman's ministry of
music in the First Presbyterian
Church.
In his home at 131 Hicks Street,

Brooklyn Heights, a comfortably
_ furnished brownstone house filled

with relics and mementos of Mr.
Woodman's ancestors, the organist
and composer recalled yesterday
afternoon how he had made his

debut at the organ in St. George's
Church in Flushing, Queens, on Jan.

- 18, 1874, his thirteenth birthday.
Took Over Father's Post

Mr. Woodman's father, the late

Jonathan C. Woodman, an eminent
organist of his day, had injured his

hand, and his young son and pupil,

who "can't remember when I couldn't
I play something,'* proved himself an
able substitute. When the elder Mr.
Woodman learned that he had per-
manently lost the use of his hand,
Raymond officially assumed his duties
of organist at St. George's, while his

- father continued as choirmaster.
In lsVs-'SO, young Mr. Woodman

- 'served as organist in Christ Church,
- Norwich, Conn. Then he returned to
Brooklyn, his birthplace, and ob-
tained the position he still holds in
the First Presbyterian Church, where

- he presided over the organ for the
- first time at the age of nineteen on
: May 4, 1880. Ten years later he be-
came choirmaster.
Thus Mr. Woodman completed a

cycle which constituted a remarkable
parallel to his father's musical ca-
reer. The father had been organist

- in the three churches where his son
succeeded him, and had played in
Packer Colitgiate Institute, then the
Brooklyn Female Academy, where
the younger Mr. Woodman has been
director of music since 1895.
"The gr^de of church music has

- improved enormously in sixty years,"
Mr. Woodman observed yesterday.

- "The First Presbyterian Church was
always ahead in the type of music
used."
Mr. Woodman's reminiscences in-

cluded a story of how he received
the support of the Rev. Charles
Cuthbert Hall, the first minister un-

: der whom he served at the First
Church, when the young organist
early in his career committed what
most of the congregation considered
a musical faux-pas.

'T played a Bach fugue as a post-

Herald Tribune—Fein

Raymond Huntington Woodman

hide," Mr. Woodman related. "Some-
of the good old deacons thought it_

noisy and sacrilegious. Dr. Hall
backed me up, but I went back a
little and played slower fugues and
some not so brilliant, and after a
while the people came 'round to I
our way of thinking."

Mr. Woodman has composed near-
-

ly 200 published anthems, cantatas,
songs nad pieces for the organ and
piano,j He played his "Suite in G
Minor^ at the service last night
and conducted the combined choirs f-

in four other compositions, a pro-;
cessional hymn and three anthems,",
including a recent one, "Humanity
Is One."

Ordinarily I wouldn't allow that,"
Mr. Woodman commented with a

;

smile, "but it being the sixtieth an-
niversary, they overruled me."

Three guest conductors at the
service last night whose composi-
tions were included in the program
were Dr. T. Tertius Noble, organist
and choirmaster in St. Thomas
Protestant Episcopal Church, Fifth r

Avenue and Fifty-third Street; Dr. L

David McK. Williams, organist and '

choirmaster in St. Bartholomew's
Protestant Episcopal CChurch, Park
Avenue and Fiftieth Street, and!
Profeasor Philip James, chairman i-

of the department of music of New \
York University.

Wife Sings in Choir

Towards the end of the interview
j

Mrs. Woodman came into the living

!

room to help her husband with his -

reminiscences and draw attention to h

the pictures and model of his sail-

_

boat, his chief source of recreation
at their summer home on Bailey
Island, Me.
Mrs. Woodman, the former Ethel

Field Righter, has been second so-.
prano in the First Church choir
for fifty-two years. Mr. and Mrs.
Woodman have two daughters, both
physicians, Mrs, Pierson Curtis and
Mrs. Henry B. Wightman, and six
grandchildren.
Mrs. Woodman attributes her

husband's youthful visor to his en-
thusiasm for sailing, whether or not"
this is an accurate citation of cause

-

and effect, Mr. Woodman brushed
aside thoughts of retirement,
"Not yet," he said. "I love it too

much. I love the work and it seems
to agree with me."
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