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Piano Trio No. 1

op. 11 no. 1 in A-Major

By George Onslow (1784 - 1853)






This typeset of George Onslow’s first piano trio is intended for study, rehearsal and
performance. Its source is the old Breitkopf & Hartel edition which is available on IMSLP".
As usual for the early 19th century the piano part does not contain the string parts. The
typeset piano score includes those in small print as is standard practice nowadays. All three
parts include of course measure numbers.

The quality of the source is not as good as that of editions of later works by Onslow?. The
notes and pitches are largely correct but additional markings--dynamics, articulation,
tempo--are less reliable and obviously incomplete. Especially for dynamics the markings in
the different parts do not match or are present in only one or two of the three parts. Plus
they contradict each other quite often. In this situation another source was used for
comparison: The old Pleyel edition which is available on Gallica® (unfortunately only the
piano part). The dynamics there are more comprehensive though still not complete while
generally matching the ones in the Breitkopf & Hartel edition.

The dynamic markings in the typeset represent an attempted synthesis of the markings
found in the sources. Due to this complicated situation no attempt was made to distinguish
additions and corrections by the typesetter. Articulation markings on the other hand were
literally reproduced from the B. & H. edition. They seem to give a sufficient idea of the
composer’s intentions. Accidentals were typeset in accordance with modern practice. The
sources lack metronome figures. Occasional fingerings were not included in the typeset. A
few trivial rhythmic errors (incorrect note values) in the source were easily corrected and the
corrections were not marked as such. Some markings were added by the typesetter to
make the music consistent between instruments, mostly ties and slurs.

Onslow used the G clef for high passages on the cello. This clef appears in the piano score
like in the original. In the violoncello part however the tenor clef has been substituted
because cellists are generally more comfortable with it. The da capo section of the Minuetto
is set out in the piano score to avoid a multi page backwards page turn. In the string parts it
is demanded by the marking “dal segno al fine” as it is in the source.

Performance times: Introduzione--Allegro vivace (4 = 50 -- /2 = 100): 10 min.; Minuetto (14
= 200): 4.5 min.; Finale (dotted Y2 = 67): 7 min. for a total performance time of approx. 22
min.

" https://imslp.org/wiki/Piano_Trio_N0.1%2C_Op.3_No.1_(Onslow%2C_George)

2 One may assume that Onslow, noticing the errors in editions of his early works, was later diligently
proofreading editions of his works himself and that he was thus personally responsible for the high
quality of most editions of his works.

3 http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k1162232b/f8.image.r=onslow%20george%20trio
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