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Quam pulchri sunt
Song of Solomon 7:1-2 Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c.1525-1594)

Motettorum ... Liber quartus (Gardano press, Rome, 1584)
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2 Quam pulchri sunt (score)  
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 Quam pulchri sunt (score) 3

Z
us

�
lis,Z
lis,

�
lis,

�
cra

�
ti�
ti

�
ti

Z
ter

�
Z
�
Z

ter

Z
cra

Z

Z

cra

cra

Z
cra

Z
cusZ
tor

Z
tor

Z
tor

bi

Z
liZ

ter

Z

�

ter

Z
ter

�

�

�
tu

Z
naZ
na

Z
na�

�
�

cra

�
ter

Z
craZ
tor

ZZ
torZ

Z
tor

Z
tor

�

�
ti

�
ti

naZ
ter

Z
ter

Z
na

�

�

Z
tor

Z
cusZ

cus

Z
cus

�
�
tu�
�
�
tu

Z
liZ
li

�
cis.Z
li

� � Z40� �
� �
� �

�
8

�
� �

�

� �
Z
fi

�
bi

�
bi

�
bi

Z
Um

Z
Um

�
cis.

Z
Z

Um

�
�

�
tu�
tuZ
na

� �
ti

Z
cusZ
cusZ
tor

Z
cra

Z
um

�
Z
usZ
us

�
lis,

�Z
us,

Z
cra

�
bi

�
bi

Z
tu�
us

Z
Um

Z
UmZ
us

�
� Z

liZ
ter

li

Z

�

� Z

�

� Z
Ven

Z
ter

Z

�
Ven

Z�

� Z

�

Z
gens

�

Z
po

Z
�
�
cu

��
di

�
cu

�
cu

Z
lis.

�

�
lis.

Z
�
lis.

�

�
� Z

�
��

¬¬

�

50

Ven

Z
Ven

�

Z
�
tu

Z
Z Z

ter

�

�
tu

�
tu

�
tu

Z
ter

Z
ter

Z
num

Z
num

Z
num

�
�

lis.

Z
lis,

Z
lis,

�

Z
in

Z
quam

Z
quam

�Z
quam

Z
Z �

45� �
� �

� �

�
8

�
� �

�

�

�

Z
ti

�

�
ti

�
ti

Z
lis,Z

na

Z
na

Z
na

�
lis,

�

� �

Z
quam

Z

Z
num

�
po�
po

�

�
Z
lis.

�

Z
in

�
Z
cu�

�

�Z
�
diin �
di

Z
�

�
di

�

in

Z
gens

�

�

Z
po

Z
gensZ

�

gens

si

Z

�

�
a

Z
ci,Z
us

� � Z

Z
ti

�
�
�
�
Z

�
Ven

�
�

� �

�

�
cut

Z
�
tu

55

�

� Z

Z
si

Z
ter

�

�

� Z
si

Z
cerZ
cutZ
cut

� Z
Z

vusZ
vus

Z
vus

Z
aZ
a

�
tri

Z
cerZ
cer

Z
si

Z
a

�
Z

cut

Z
cer�

�

Z
cutZ
cer

Z
tri

�

Z
siZ
a

Z
vus

�

�
�

� �
� �
� �

�

�

�

Z
si

�

Z
cut

�
8

�
� �

�
us�
us

Z
us

�
us

Z
ti

Z
vus

�Z
tri

�

Z
cer

�

�

ti

Z
ci

Z
ci�
Z
tri�

�
�

Z
cer

Z
tri

Z
ci,

Z
cut

Z
aZ

vus

Z
ti

Z
si

Z

a

Z
�
�

vus

Typeset by Allen Garvin (aurvondel@gmail.com) (ver. 2018-08-07) CC BY-NC 2.5



4 Quam pulchri sunt (score)  
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Quam pulchri sunt gressus tui in calciamentis filia principis.

Junctura femorum tuorum sicut monilia quae fabricata sunt manu artificis.

Umbilicus tuus crater tornatilis numquam indigens poculis.

Venter tuus sicut acervus tritici vallatus liliis

The joints of thy thighs are like jewels,

that are made by the hand of a skillful workman.

Thy navel is like a round bowl never wanting cups.

Thy belly is like a heap of wheat, set about with lilies.

Douay-Rheims translation
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