CORDS

(1972 -73)

for Soprano and
Two String Basses

Joelle Wallach



The words sung by the sopranc are various terms
for the String bass in English (bass viol, confrabass viol),
German (Kontrabass), and Italian (violone, contrabasso
basso). Since the spellings are often similar, the soprano
should take care to pronounce each word appropriately.

Harmonics are written ak concert pitch. Otherwise,
the pitches of the contrabass parts in all clefs are to
sound, as is conventional, an octave below written pitch.

CORDS can be considered a “mild” theatce piace,
an ode to the string bass. Inciuded are a few dra-

matic suggestions. More may be added by the performers.
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