
Jens Klimek

Paradise: Lost
for piano quartet



2

Though present in his Angel, who shall goe 

Before them in a Cloud, and Pillar of Fire, 

By day a Cloud, by night a Pillar of Fire, 

To guide them in thir journey [...]

John Milton

Paradise Lost, Book 12

I        dum veneris iudicare

II      lux perpetua

duration: 10 min.

The title of each movement refers to the liturgical words of the Libera me, which is 

a Roman Catholic responsory that is sung in the Office of the Dead and at the 

absolution of the dead. Moreover they are all associated with the idea of fire. In the

first movement it is the disruptive and rogue fire and in the second movement it is the

fire of redemption and divine love.

Dum veneris iudicare saeculum per ignem.

When thou shalt come to judge the world by fire.

Requiem æternam dona eis, Domine: et lux perpetua luceat eis.

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord: and let light perpetual shine upon them.
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