
The Leaf  Burners

Under two oak trees
      on top of  the fell,

With an old hawthorn hedge
      to hold off  the wind,

I saw the leaf  burners
      brushing the leaves
With their long brooms

      into the blaze.
Above them, the sky

      scurried along
Pale as a plate,

      and peered thro' the oaks,
While the hurrying wind

      harried the hedge.
But fast as they swept
      feeding the leaves

Into the flame
      that flickered, and fumed,

The wind, the tree-shaker,
      shaking the boughs,
Whirled others down

      withered and wan —
Summer's small folk,
      faded, and fain

To give up their life;
      earth unto earth,

Ashes to ashes,
      life unto death.

(...)        
     

Ernest Rhys 1918
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