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ANTON DVORAK

(1841-1904)

ANTON DVORAK was Director of the National Conservatory of Music in New
York from his arrival in October, 1892, until he returned to his beloved Bohemia in
April, 1895. '

In 18908, longing to hear his native tongue and with something akin to homesick-
ness he spent the summer in Spillville, lowa, a small community of Bohemians. Here,
as the outcome of his enthusiastic study of the folk music of the American negro, he
wrote the symphony From the New World, Oyp. 95, his string-quartet, Op. 96, and
string-quintet, Op. 97. In these significant works he did not incorporate negro themes
but invented his own after the negro manner. He told me after his return that he
had been reading Loungfellow's Hiawatha, and that the wide-stretching prairies of the
mid-west had greatly impressed him.,

As a pupil of Dvorik I saw much of him at this time, and he was frankly annoyed
at some of the statements made in the daily press regarding his “ theories,” for he had
none. He was ever secking fiesh musical material and in the Negro spiritual he
rejoiced to find something that from the old-world point of view was unhackneyed and
moreover indigenous. He saturated himself in it and then simply and naturally gave
rich expression to his “discovery ” in the three works mentioned.

Between Anton Seidl. then conductor of the Philharmonic Orchestra, and Dvorak
was & great bond of friendliness and sympathy. At the final private rehearsal of the
New World Symphony, Secidl played each movement without a break, and between the
movements left his desk and came to the back of the hall to exchange a few brief words
with the composer. Secated with Dvordk he told me that he was then hearing his
symphiony for the very first time.

The work had been much written up in advance and at the first public performance,
Friday afternoon, December 15, 1898, Carncgie Hall was crowded. At the close of the
Largo, so moving was the performance, so touched to the heart was the great audience,
that in the boxes filled with women of fashion and all about the hall people sat with
the tears rolling down their cheeks. Neither before nor since have I seen a great
audience so profoundly moved by absolute music. At the close of the movement and
again at the end of the symphony, the modest simple-hearted, peasant composer was
persuaded with difficulty to rise and acknowledge the ovation given him.

- The Largo, with its haunting English horn solo, is the outpouring of Dvordk’s own
home-longing, with something of the loneliness of far-off prairie horizons, the faint
memory of the red-man’s bygone days, and a sense of the tragedy of the black-man as
it sings in his “spirituals.” Deeper still it is a moving expression of that nostalgia of
the soul all human beings feel. That the lyric opening theme of the Largo should
spontaneously suggest the words “ Goin’ home, goin’ home” is natural enough, and
that the lines that follow the melody should take the form of a negro spiritual accords
with the genesis of the symphony.

WL ARas FISHER.
Boston, July 21, 1922,




GOIN' HOME.

Adapted from the Largo of the Symphony
“From the New World,” Op.95.

Words and adaptation by
WILLIAM ARMS FISHER.

ANTON DVORAK.
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I'm a - go - in’ home; Qui - et -like, some still day, I'm jes’ go - in’ home.
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It's not far, jes' close by, Throughan o -pen door; Work all done, care laid by,
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NB. When desired the text may be sung without dialect.

Op.95. Copyright 1893 by N. Simrock.
This Selting Copyright MCMXXII by Oliver Ditson Company for U S A.
Property for the British Empire of Alfred Lengnick & C© Ltd., London.
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gwine to fear no more.
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) T,
Spect - iIn me,

Fa - ther's wait- in’ too;
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No - thin’ lost, all's gain, No more fret nor pain, No more stum-blin’ on the way,
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No more long-in’ for the day,_— - Gwine to roam no more! __

(Going)
/—_—_\

o o — = —&- -
— & —_— -

—-*“ J‘

dwl —

T =

p — _ mf cresc.
yjij.§ i,;s ===: i-'ﬁi T

LLLL]

o & —— oL r
Morn - in’ star lights the way, Res’-lessdream all done; Shad -ows gone, break o' day,
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Real life jes’ be-gun.  Dere’s no break, ain't no end Jes’ a-liv-in’ on;
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Wide a-wake, with a smile Go- in' on and on.
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It's not far, jes' close by - Through an o - pen door.
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STANDARD SONGS

IN CONSTANT DEMAND

BLOW, J. o o | HANDEL, G. F. s g
The Self-Banished (Fuller-Maitland) F D-F Calm, Friendly Shade (Largo) Eb,F,G&AP Br-E>

The wame (Arthur8.0swald) Eb C-Er |
. HENSCHEL. GEORGE.

BOHM, CARL. ,  Morning Hymn - .. DP&Er OC-F
Still as the Night ... .. B2C&D> A-E> KAHN, PERCY.
To the Night ... - .. Eb&F E)-F The Hour ... ... Er&G C-F
When Poppies bring regret... ... B»&D C-Eb
BRAHMS. JOHANNES. Would you care? ... ... C&E? D-E?
. | Affinity . . .. .. C&D C-F
orge, The ... ... AP B2&C EP-E? | gpringtime ... ... D&Fmin. D-E
CGirncious and kind art thou,myQueen D> &E> C-E The Awakening s DG C=E
In Summer Fields ... oo .. F&AD B-Eb
l.ove Eternal ... — eee Bmin.&CZmin. A-F32 KJERULF, H.

Li“'y Nigh" The o e ™ Es’ “:F B”B ;JaStJ “Nig’htso o P °oo0 F E;’, %g& f‘:" B,,-D
O Denth, bow bitter... ... Emin.& Gmin. D-A ynnéve’s Song ... .. Fmin.&G.min. C-F

Rest thee, my Darling -, ... F?&A» C-E LIDDLE, S.

Sapphic Ode ... .. .. .. D&F A-D Thy Will be Done ... . .. D,E>&F G2&D

Randay ... F&G C-F

To the Nightingale ... ... D&E Ce-F LIE. SIGURD.

Vain Suit, The . _ F.G&A C-D Soft-footed Snew C min., D min. & Fmin. D?-E?
BRUCH. MAX STRAUSS, RICHARD. N

Ave Maria. Concert Air ...EP? min. & Dmin. B?-G?| Serenade ... D,E,F&F2 A-F?z
BUTLER, WALTER. WHISHAW, FRED.

Loreen... .. F&A C#=F Autumn Winds are Sighing ... B7&G D-E”

Have you seen her passing oy A&B?» C-E» Oh! The Merry Fl‘OSt-tilllQ oo A Tnin. C-F

~ ' Red Sarafan, The ... .. .. G&B?» B-E

CANTOR, O. Two Songs : No.1, The Coguette.

O Fair, O Sweet and Holy ... .. F&D A-D No.2, You are my Darling. 2 keys
DVORAK, ANTON. WHITE. MAUD VALERIE.

April Moods ... .. C,Er&F A-E Absent, yet Present ... F,G,A’&B?” C-F

Christina’'s Lament ... C&D C-Eb Sceptre of June ... C&Er C-F

Bongs my Mother taught me ”B.'D. B.C.&D D-E
WIGHTMAN, JOHN.

o
EVETTS. E.'T. g Twilight it is ... B2&D? D-D
The Night has « Thousand Eyes ... E B-E ' Tewkesbury Road ... .. F&A> C-E

Price 2/- net, each.’
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