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*4"{*4ﬁ T' hath been the Fate of moft of the Arts to have advanced by flow Degrees
E?lpsew« to a certain Point of Excellence, which to preferve bath proved as difficult as
EF%;%&W it was to acquire. Modern Muﬁc was firft methodized by Guipo AreTint,
}h{ 7«4 and reccived but little known Improvement for feveral Centuries after. At
he Time that Italy produced the great Painters, {fome of their beft Muficians flourifhed-
We in England begun a little later, for it was not until the Reign of Evrizasrrir that
ve hqd any Mufic to ftand in Competltlon with the Italian. In my Opinion the Ad-
vances were very {low for fome Years after, and tho’ Giesons did {fomething, TurciL
vas the Man who firft apparently improved A7, the great Support of modern Mufic,
Purcen 1s (bl a favourite Author, and will continue fo tor his Genius was of the firft
Rate, tho much dlfgudcd by the talfc Ornaments of hc, Age m which he lived.  TTis
| m1tat1ng the Sowund ot the 22 ords, rather than cxpretling the Thoughe of the Sensence #
is frequent Repetitions of the fame 17ord +, Divifions numberlef: ts, and fome almoft
ndlefs, were taken up by the Compofers of the Times, who not having Genius cnough
o imitate his Excellences, took the eafier Taftk of copying his ]“..llllt\ 'This 1mght
robably have prevented, at leaft retarded the further Improvement of Mufic, hid not
E\T . Hanoper moft {ealonably made his Appearance.  He introduced and ceftablithed a
new Specics, which I am afraid will {foon bc taken trom the public Fary and live only
in Mcemory, or in the private Pertormance of thofe who dare to be unfathionable.  FHe
brought A7 to its Perfection 5 and tho™ he has been happily  imitated by a few, which
perhaps may a hittle while deday o total Degenceracy, 1t 15 but too cortaing that we are
cetting mnto as frivolous and trifling o "Padte s ever exafted.

Y

M. Vorraws vemarks, “Liaa Mufrgue awiorerd bui w'cfl plus goue art dexecierei fs
bofes difficiles” "There s much Redon e this Oblervation, tor at prefent the Are of

mm_wmﬂm___ﬂm e T L L ——————— - - M

*I'ho” 1 have mentoned this as a Faalt of Porcer’ syt s almoft an umivertal Peactice, and b eondinned,
hom the 1l Avempts 1owads Paxpretion, to the prefent "Tune- - Porcornr mdeed may be patly blaned  tor
cawvirr the Sundtion ot his Authority to what o e el abtord, : ;

| Somonmes 1eas impoflible to avord repeatings Part of w Sewtence, hut then o thould be the mofl ey preflive
Part ot 1, and the Paflion to be excited fhould be more and morc entorced ac cacli Repenuann,

b p];lying;



1 ]
3 .
- ' ¢ -
B .
v Ii: . ~ C ® : .
" . ] . - .’q‘ ‘ - ] N L] H :’l—h "
' LI . o - ‘ Ly ! .,t'
) v
L
-

p]aying upon I'riﬂ‘rumentzs; is rather the Art of playixhgf Tricks with them. LSi_I!* 238 1
the fame corrupted State. What dreadful Howlings have 1 heard, which I couhdiiey:
have imagined to proceed from an human Throat, if my Eyes would have permittet

2d m
to doubt:it! In our Tafte we have certainly gone beyond the Mark. Laft Winter I carrieg
a fenfible young Fellow of the Country to a public Performance, who had {carce ever heard
any other Mufic than the Fiddle of his Dancing-Mafter. At a Cadence when one of the
Female Singers was indulging herfelf and the: Audience with a Shake avvamarvmmavaaninns
of a Mile, my Gentleman burft into a violent Laugh. Upon being afked the Realon;
who can forbear, fays he, that Lady has -been laughing in my Face this Half-hour.- May

we niot - fuppofe then, as. the Obfervation came from unadulterated Nature, that tho’ a
moderate Shake is agreeable, a long one is ridiculous? The Swell is carried to the {fame
Extravagance. Why do all who are honoured” with the Title of Great Jg@ers, Pro-
digious Creatures, &c. &c. almoft conftantly affect, particularly in flow ments, to
be behind the Time, and fing any Intervals but-the true? Intervals which would have
puzzled ALvrius to exprefs, had he even turned the Greek Letters infide out, and made]
- Demorvre acknowledge, that they were beyond the Reach of his Numbers. For what
Charaéter, what Ratio will exprefs a gradual Slide from the Unifon to an out-of-tune
Q&ave ? ---—- It is not my Intention to enter into a Detail of all the Extravagancies that
have of late been deforming one of the moft agreeable of the Arts: I have juft hinted

{Ii.;_'é.t firft intended. ]

at a few, and have already faid more upon the Subjeét,

g .
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When we would make a crooked Stick ftraight, we 'e it as much the contraryj
Way, ——--- If it thould become fathionable to perform Mufic as plain and unadorned, as
what is now offered to the Public, (and Fafhion has worked greater Miracles) perhaps
our Tafte might at laft fettle in a proper Medium. The eafier to attain this End, in

fome Pieces I have endeavoured to unite the Air of the- Moderns, to the plain fubf’cantial

' m
1

Harmony of the Ancients. In others, the Melody, as well as the Harmony, "’i:":f:fflfai‘th;
antique: And in fome Paffages, the modern Improvements, in refpe& to the Management;
and Succeflion of Difcords, are introduced, and, I hope, with Effect. As this, poflibly,!
is the only real Improvement in Harmony of late, it is a Pity it is not folely applied to;
the Effe¢t it {feems fo admirably adapted to produce, viz. to excite the Ideas ot Pain,
Zerror, &c. for furely the contrary can imever be produced from the moft difcordant
Sounds that can be combined, where Art has any Share in the Combination.

It is the Bufinefs of Art to drefs Nature to Advantage. ----- This Maxim fhould never
be forgotten by the Mufician, any more than by the Painter or Sculptor. Nature una-
dorned is lovely, but I think that fhe may wear many Ornaments, and ftill be fo: The
Skill is in knowing when there is enough, and in difpofing with Elegance what Judgment
has chofen; tho’ if we are in doubt, I think it better to be deficient than to overcharge.
Mr. Hocarru has {omething in his Analyfis of Beauty exa&tly to the prefent Purpofc: it]
s where he goes gradually from a ftraight Line to an exaggerated double Curve; thus,




s, and juftly, that the middle one is the moft graceful. The next in ﬁéaﬁfy 18
naubtedly the preceding one. This«is no bad Illuftration of the ancient and modern
uficc. We will call the firft Line the Age of Guipo. The fecond that of Butr, Tar-
s, &ec. The middle one exprefles the Compofitions of HaNpEL, and perhips a few.
thers; and one of the following, (I hope, not zbe /zf#) our prefent crooked Deviation
om the true Line of Beauty. SRR - S

I would juft obferve, that the following Pieces will lofe their Effe@®, when the: Parts
e doubled. The Manner of Performance I would recommend, is by three Voices {ing-
g moderately {foft, and accompanied with any Bafs Inftrument that may have the Effe&’
an Accgagpaniment oz/y 3 for nothing hurts a Piece fo much, as making a Part prin-
pal, or ¢S@¥ equal with others, when it was intended 'to be fubfervient. The Equality
Strength’ among the Voices fhould be alfo obferved: If one Voice of the ‘three be
ong, and the others weak, it is neceflary to foften it down, that the Ballance. may not
> deftroyed ; for it fhould always be remembered, that as no principal Part was intend-

there muit be none produced.

P

The critical Obferver will fee fome Combinations of Difcords and Succeffions of Har-
pny a little out of the by Track. ¥ muft confefs, that there appears to .me no
eceflity of bcjng. confin EARNHe' préfent Accompaniments, when others may be- intro-
ced with Effe&. It is néglffels to point out the Paflages hinted at, as they fthew them-
es; tho' perhaps it is “neceflary to-fay that there are fuch, left what the Author
ended for Beauties (tho’ he may be wrong in his Judgment) might be .cenfured as

unders. |

Some of thefe Pieces have been handed about in Manufcript, under the Title of Ma-
joals, the Name I firft called them by; but, upon examining their Subje&, I found
y. might with more Propriety be called Elegies ; tor tho’ the Madrigal is {fometimes
giac, it is not always {fo; befides, to confefs the Truth, I had fome Fear tbat from
Name it might be apprehended I had adopted the Tafte of the Times when the

drigal flourithed, which was never my Intention.

his Species of Compofition appears to me very difhcult to fucceed in, for I imagine
hara&eriftic to be Elegant Simplicity. 'The Subje@ fhould be tender and pathetic --- -
e Air chafte and affefting ~—-~ The Melody eafy ---- 'The Harmony fu// ---~ The Dif-
ition of the Parts Jearned, but not formal; and from the Union of the whole, muit

produced - Effec?, the ultimate End of ‘Mufic. Tho’ perhaps I am making Laws for
" own Condemnation, yet it is efteemed laudable even to fail in attempting great
jngs ; and whatever may be the Fate of thefe Pieces, I fhall think my Time in com-

ing them well beftowed, if they fhould prove a Hint to fome better Artift to do
icthing more effectual towards the Reformation of our prefent Taite. '
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