Robert Davidson
CHACONNE

for Symphony Orchestra



Duration: 11'15"

Instrumentation

Piccolo, 2 Flutes

3 Oboes (3nd doubling Cor Anglais)

3 Clarinets in Bb (2nd doubling Eb Clarinet)
3 Bassoons (3rd doubling Contrabassoon)

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani

2 Percussion
1: Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Tam-tam, 2 Gongs, Snare Drum
2: Bass drum, Low Tom-tom, Xylophone

Harp

Strings

Program Note

In 17th and 18th century Europe, the chaconne was a popular dance form which used a
repeating bass part to accompany colourful variations. I decided to use this form because
of its intrinsic balance of continuity and discontinuity, the repetitions of the bass providing
the certainty of fulfilled expectations, and the variations contributing surprise. My
chaconne uses a bass part of four notes which provide the vehicle for a gradually evolving
progression of contrapuntal textures within a steady tempo. The tempo is interrupted in
the middle of the work for a brief gamelan-like section built on the four greatly lengthened
bass notes. Throughout the work there are several layers of time cycles operating, from the
immediate repetitions of the ground bass to much longer repetitions.

The work reflects my concern to create music which seeks to attain an abstract beauty
before any other consideration. My goal is to make structures in sound in which I (and I
hope others) can delight, structures which derive their beauty from intricate relationships
of patterns within the reference frame of non-nostalgic tonality.

© 1994 by Robert Davidson
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