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PREFACE.

HE COMPOSER has, in the present instance, entered on a department of the art which has

hitherto been entlrely neglected by Welsh composers. He has for some time felt the want

of a composition like. this, in the music of Wales, which is-so rich in other respects. This class

of music has been developed to such an extent by other nations, that he thought the Welsh,

who are. pre-eminently a musical people, and have a strong predilection for dramatic representa-
tions, ought certainly to be stimulated to cultivate it. - '

‘Such are the Composer’s reasons for placing this Opera before his countrymen.

After satisfying himself as to the necessity for such a work, it occurred to the Composer
that the subject should be-one possessing national characteristics, and, with the assistance of the
late lamented Mynyddog, he selected for elaboration an incident in the history of the Welsh during
the fourteenth century. Students of histofy will know that the period referred to is full of
thrilling mterest as it was then that the Welsh, under Owen Glendower, made the last attempt
to gain their independence.

It is taken for granted that the families of Snowdon Castle, Maelor Castle, and Padarn

Castle, are related to each other, and are all faithful to the Welsh cause. Iolo, the Bard, repre-

~ sents a class that was very numerous at one time in Wales, The Bards were generally attached to

_great families, and their chief business was to flatter their patrons, foretell future events, and
ronse the military enthusiasm of the common people. :
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ARGUMENT.
ACT 1.

SceENE L—An Apartment in Maelor Castle. .
‘The Castle of Maelor ha.s for some time been the scene of great activity, and unusual preparations. It is the eve of the marriage
of Ellen of Maelor Castle, to Arthur of Berwyn Castle. Lady Maelor g llen’s mother) is intently viewing the numerous bridal presents
which have been bestowed upon her happy child, The arrival of Sir Howell Ddu and his fair adopted Blodwen at the castle is
impatiently awaited. “Suddenly tlié Messenger announces their arrival; and the servants, in the distance, are heard manifesting their

regards for Arthur and Ellen. Iolo, the Bard, then enters the apartment -and Arthur and his affianced receive his congratulations,

Scexe II.—Maelor Castle—The Marriage Festivities.

The nupt1a1s of Arthur and Ellen have been consummated. In the festive hall, where happiness and galety reign supreme, they
are surrounded by devoted friends. The sun of evening, fast approaching the hor17on, pours in its golden food upon the gay assem-
blage, whose mirth has already attained its climax, when a number of Plantagenet soldiers present themselves and demand the keys of
the castle. Little heed, however, is paid to the requests of Henry’s henchmen, who are ordered off at once, .

ACT II.
ScenE I.—In front of Maelor Castle—The Chase.

On the castle lawn, in . the grey of morn, the hunters are preparing for the chase, and gaily singing their hunting choruses.
Tolo enters, and from the appearance of the heavens prophesies that troubles are impending, . Sir Howell Ddu, who does not join the
hunters, in a subdued tone sings a ditty to his Blodwen, From an adjacent arbour, Blodwen overhears the sentiments of love expressed.
by Sir Howell, and a scene of mutual declaration of affection ensues, The Huntsmen on their return home, are heard singing in the
distance: a ’V,[essenger appears on the scene. Verifying the prediction of Tolo, he decla.res that King Henry’s legions are marching on

- the fatherland and concludes by uttering, in the name of the Prince, a call to arms in defence of home and country,

ScENE IL.—In Maclor Castle.

Sir Howell and Arthur cheer one another in a duet of martial musie, followed by a chorus of Welsh soldiery. The eve of their
departure to the field of battle is rendered pathetic by the introduction of an air expressive of Ellen’s grief at parting with her husband. -
Blodwen, who is also overwhelmed with sorrow, following the example set by Ellen, fastens a favour upon the hreast of her betrothed,
and repeats the air already sung by Ellen, A chorus sung by the Welsh soldiers brings this scene to a close,

Scene IIl.—Apartment in. Maelor Castle.
Lady Maelor’s Messenger, from the field of .battle, arrives with news of the sanguinary conflict., Although Arthur and Sir Howell

- have distingunished themselves by their dauntless bravery, the Bard predicts that there are but faint hopes that victory will crown their

efforts.v A further elaboration of thls episode brings us in a desponding mood to the end of the second act.
AQT III.
Scexe L—Maclor Castle—Death of Arthur,

Arthur, mortally wounded in battle, has been conveyed back to the castle, where he Hes under the tender care of his youthful
spouse. Calm and serene in the midst of his agony, he breathes the air he sang to his devoted Ellen when he departed for the fray;
and while the last words of the song are yet on his lips he draws his expiring breath. Followmg this incident we have a solemn funeral

' chorus.

Scexe II. —Fady Maelor's Room.

" Lady Maelors Messenger, coming from the battle-field, states that the Welsh have been defeated and are retreatmg towards
Snowdon. :Blodwen, anxious for the fate of Sir Howell, in a song invokes the passing breeze to carry her some tidings of her absent
lover. The mingled:anxiety and sense of ahject lonelmess on the part of Blodwen develop into intense anguish when she is informed
by Iolo that the Welsh have been vanq_ulshed and that Sir Howell Ddu has been made prisoner. .

) ScexNE IIL.—Chester Gaol—The Condemned nght .

Opens with a Prisoners’ choru Blodwen, Lady Maelor, and Iolo have had permission to interview, for the last time, the unhappy
knight in his condemned cell. SirEE well, singing his farewell song to Blodwen, returns to her the favour, once of pearly whiteness,
but now-discoloured by the gore of the fallen, While the knight imprints the last kiss upon-the lips of his betrothed, the enemy from
without sing a.jubilant cHorus, and the. quartet from within sing in intense agony, and suddenly is heard a violent knocking at the.
ponderous prison doors. On being admitted, the stranger demands to be shown to Sir Howell's cell. Iolo, meanwhile, seeks to know the
stranger’s name, who, to the astonishment of all, is found to be no other than Rhys Gwyn (Blodwen's father), who was supposed to have.
been slain twenty years piévious to this. A scene of inexpressible pathos follows this discovery—Blodwen rushes into her father’s
arms, and he in turn embraces her with paternal affection ; Iolo and Lady Maelor are dumb with astonishment ; and poor Sir Howell
watches.the scene with a palpitating and melancholy heart. It is only when the first blush of excitement has somewhat abated, that
Rhys Gwyn has time to communicate the joyous tidings of which he is the bearer. The King is dead, and to mark the mournful day, it
has been decreed. that all prisoners shall receive free pardon! The prisoners are liberated—the prison doors are thrown wide open—

" the excited mltitude rush in with shouts of _]oy, and the Opera terminates Wlth a fugal chorus, into whlch the stra.lns of g popular

‘Welsh march have been mtroduced
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I come from Snowdon’s far-off helghts
The valiant Sir Howell .. .,

On the wall, above the chamber ..

{

Peace to my gracious lady }
The shades of the heroes

A knight of noble and commanding mien

We come from the home of the eagle

The name of the champion
On the wall, above the chamber ..-

May this bouquet be prophetic ..

In the sight of heaven . .
Hurrah now, hurrah . .
The silent stars .. T e

Our cup of bliss is full at last o

In Henry, King of England’s name, I come

A CT TITT.

The joyous morn is drawing nigh
Above the horizon .. - .

The huntsmen have sped throug'h the va.lley
He little knows that I, behind the bush
Howell! Howell! dost thou loiter
How well I now remember ..

A message, my lady, from the Prince
The light of day is on the wing ..
The martial spirit, which of old ..
The din of conflict fills the air ..
Farewell, Arthur! .. o e

To arms! to arms! ., .
A message from the battle-ﬁeld my lady
Those unrelenting strangers o
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GRAND FINALE. CHORTUS .. . o .

The flood of life .. . .

0! my Arthur, must thou leave me!

Cambria, mourn thy fallen champion -
Now fortune seems to frown upon our arms

Yo breezes that blow = ., .
I dreamed of a terrible conflict ..
The unpropitious planet ., .
On every hand .o o e

The glorious songs of freedom ..
My Blodwen, my darling, my true-love
The spirits of warriors of ancient renown

Ring the bells loudly .
Is this Sir Howell's cell, good fnends?
Give glory to God .. . .

e

[yl
.
.

50
51
53
56
58
59

62

65
66
70

87
90

98

104
105
106
110
112
115
116
117
119
132
136
138
143
147

e

s




M. g=46. o

Aa’agzo

BLODW E N.

Op. 3l.

OVERTURE.

DR, JoSEPH PARRY.

;)

:ﬁ;'—v'd'i_g'i'i'ai

fP

m
|
|

Dz, PARRY s “ BLopwen.” =

YL
|

e

|
q
Y

CTT 1




——

T

Tl

T

T

| .
Dr. ParrY’s “BLoDWEN.”




.-

i ]

be

-
o

g i‘:‘ E? - -:.1]';.
r ‘.‘l, —?c i |
MEDY . H

L |

T

. *
* . Dm. PARRY’S “Bropw

he
Pzep.
EN.”




&}- 2] | ¢

— %
ifm,

g—%—dg—,d—tﬁzﬁr:#w

BUes. et iiiannns Ceeresiearasaes

.............

%‘;—:““*‘*#ﬁé‘*—;ﬁ

> > > > >

e

__ﬁ!_‘%ﬁi——b—r‘—r‘f'_

.~
N »g.g“"— gg"gs"

»w
N
il

[ ctt—

,‘/\'\

=t~

s ,L,%ay- 0% e%" o-s-o-e

lq:i

- ‘: = 3_—[
”i 383 :g; v

BN

¥

: _ o P i e ——-
s l ! I | —1'—% ="* | — T~ T -
st — = EES s
LR 8ves.. ..

Dr. ParryY's “ BLooweN.,”




=

= o s
Ferezarararan
& e-0-0-0-0-9-@-
JP
— = f
= =
:(:

-

| | J |
:;g:!gg:ﬁigi

-’Taj.a_‘a'—[gjxﬁ__d 9—-‘—
- I— L
e

E
|

" De. ParRY’Ss “Bropwen.” Marcato.




R 1 O
AW allel e i,_:f.i.. ht_, 1 J.v A- ]
e W . uh "

—

_F_-.P.

e
1L
N

= -
e —
| |
./.—o
. s
—
|
-
=
2. ?:_Iﬂ- !
I—* + £ 1 -
&
- e
i

L.
|
-
.

> =
<sJ
l
e —
; 1
 m——
=
=
Py if"g.
e
|

,o ‘T . rﬁnl . . ANy .

P e e e e PoOD SR PS 0P e e P S B
- : ! :

oo o ' ooeeeeowe

s - i~
E—" [ e ™
L A A ] S S
T j- = _jj?—! Li —
!I 1 é H | -
- _‘h}__‘& ,‘! 4 g F
. - = -
- }
T )
- E=
"-I'i
= =
fe. = 3.  Le
g N ﬁﬁ_ 3 e !qt: A
|
; [ { . .
3 —
| i
o F 3

ottt o
P e
1 i >
U
ﬁ% ‘ ]
1] 1 =
;g >
===
- -
T
. 3
b L, 2
& —
= —+
o —
_ .
_e-
_":. L

Dr. ParRY’S “BLODWEN.”

0.
17023

V..

[ 7ARY

J

F7 ;)]

e &

. —g

% +
¢

VAR M ]

(s>

L —4




7

AQT 1. SceNE 1.—A4 room in Maclor Castle, Lady Madlor sits alone, inspecting certain wedding presents. A messenger enters,

No. 1. Recir.—I COME FROM SNOWDON'S FAR-OFF HEIGHTS.
M.M. g =90. Moderato. '

Al
{3+ & ]I - [ ~ ‘{
N U7 1 ] L) 1 I
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No. 8. OHORUS-—ON THE WALL ABOVE THE OHAMBER (Belwnd the scenes)
M.M. J v=92. Allegretto.
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No. 9. Soro AxNp Crorvus—MAY THIS BOUQUET 'BE PROPHETIC.
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No. 14. Recir anp Coorus.—IN HENRY, KING OF ENGLAND'S NAME, I OOME.
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No, 15, Howrsuews Cuorus (unaccompanied)—THE JOYOUS MORN IS DRAWING NIGH.
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No. 16, SoLo—ABOVE THE HORIZON.
Andante. .=63.
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No. 17. Am—THE HUNTSMEN HAVE SPED THROUGH THE VALLEY.
Andante. M, J.=>56, .
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No. 24, Sowpmrsy Crorus—THE SOUND OF WAR FALLS ON MY EAR.
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No. 25. Soxe axp Duer—FAREWELL, ARTHUR!

ELLEN takes leave of ARTHUR, and fizes a piece of white ribbon on his breast.
(Welsh air.) -
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No. 29, Soro—THE FLOOD OF LIFE, ~ ACT. TIL _— :
SCENE I. A4 room in the Castle. Arthur, who has been mortally wounded on the battle-field, lies on a couch, and Ellen supports his head,

3 - | I | y ]
ST 0 == = et
g) Jl < i - - - — [' I = = |

he - - — ’ — - B . - [
—iﬂd - - 'j:PED- \ - - -FP ED, * *) Iv'b — -
PED, * W . Pebp. % Pep. % PED. %
ARTHUR. - . . N

@w -~ — — E= 1 (7 ! | - P " F——F
— I  —— e Tt o S — =

—1 - = G E— = T LA LS S R | {— . L

Maé my‘w- y(i bron a rhed-eg Yn ddaf-nau o fy pg'hlwy;
The fiood of life is  ebb-ing With-in mybleed-ing breast;

o | rr] r L
;= S St Mt A S s n SO T — | T - __F
— e === ;
— e[ o o I = I 1 — 1 < IL‘ ~—
| .
. .Ed_ /
o o l"i!' T dg ) T T T | 1:2 C
5= [0 1 o S — — — - — 1 - F
 E— = — o g T — = 1 F r
S s |’ ht - 1 —1 —1 I = I
- E = .- a . -
;'PED. * Prep, | * = Pxp. *

2

S

v
t—~t
.|

. ) - N " . ~--
(Qz: — = = e e
- —1 ’ 1 1 | 1 F
e _ 1 1 i 1

E

]
Ych-yd - ig yw yr ad -eg A géf fi ym-a
The sigh - ingbreezevs Wl - ing My wea - rysoul to

[ r— | 1 .
= st
H T H wr
- - ! C— P ———
] Tﬂ..@. I IJ“ .|’_ 1 ﬁr‘ I :x:.
e e
?ED »* 5 AL'
»* . Pep % PEp. *
—
: ——r ,
£ =] EE=S=== SEE=T==
~Tra rthed fy en-aid all -an, Tewyreclwyf 1 wir fwyn-had, Mae'm sercch o hyd yn
But while, my dear-est = El - ln, A breath - re-mains to  me,  Re - mem - ber that this

- ¥ o — T o - = —f= T
- —= -8 L1 P = s E—% el —F
R | J—| | ) — . T | e~ I
ot » i g - = [ -
. . .s. L] -F. . E N
~ ' ~
CE g%
- = ' in — I ] L I ) H
.par - a At E-len a fy ngwldd,
bo -«- som Doth che-rish on=~ly thee,
L — ——
qL.ﬂﬂ i L:.: P ) - ,.\—r*d : ] 3 mi— ) | = 1| ‘ | ! = I
S g e el teLes oo o o =
LA =7 ¥ 1 7 g “i F—r— | T_
oy ¥ ? J 2 T! |n— l:%gj“l- < 1 J { k) I m—
D - . — - L Ly |
&= =1 ] —= = E— _r,f_l,_rﬂ,;?_-_i_ﬂ‘
b .- i T
N =S Zo- -
L PED, %  "Pap. * I

A Monk enters, who holds a crucifix before Arthur, and whispers a blessing over kim,
Dr. PaRrY's ¢ BLODWEN.”



- 105

No. 30, SOLO—O! MY ARTHUR, MUST THOU LEAVE ME!
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No. 31, DEAD l\IARdfl. Soro, QUARTETT, AND CmORUS.—CAMBRIA, MOURN THY FALLEN CHAMPION.
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No. 35. Soro—THE UNPROPITIOUS PLANET.
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SCENE 8.—In Chester Castle.
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St HowELL under the sentence of deaih, which is to be carried out on the morrow. Lapy MarLow, BLoDWEN, and TuE Bazp.
: allowed to see the prisoner; and to bid him farewell,

Sie HowsLL's farewell song to BLODWEN,
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