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SONATA FOR ORGAN
by Edward Elgar, Op.28,

arranged for full orchestra by John Morrison, 2015.

ELGAR composed his Organ Sonata in 1895. It was dedicated to his friend, the
organist and composer Charles Swinnerton Heap, and first performed by Hugh Blair
on 8 July 1895 at Worcester Cathedral.

This arrangement for full orchestra was begun in October 2013 and completed
by the end of 2015.

I had made a first orchestration of the sonata in 1974, unaware that Gordon
Jacob had already done so in 1946. My arrangement was given a rehearsal by the
Morley College Symphony Orchestra and then by another amateur orchestra. It was
left undercover until when it was taken out in 2013 for a rehearsal of the first
movement (directed by a professional organist), after which I decided that the whole
was worth revising. I have avoided hearing any of the Jacob version with the
consequent possibility of imitation.

As played on the organ, the work may sound orchestral; and possibly the
orchestral version may sound organ-like. But whatever, I hope that by dressing it up
in an orchestral suit I am bringing some fine straightforward English music out of
hiding to be enjoyed by orchestra players and their audiences.

Included are a few quotations from Elgar’s other works. These and some
resemblances are as follows:

1. MovementI. The bold opening, with its dropping fourths, is an Elgar fingerprint
with many examples: it is similar to the start of “The Black Knight” and the
introduction to the song “Like to the Damask Rose”. It also has some of the spirit of
the confident theme that opens “In the South”.

2. Bars 250-252: The final phrase is a brassy quotation from “In the South”.

3. Movement II. Bar 22 and its reprise at 52: This recalls the harmonic spirit of the
second subject (rehearsal no. 21) of “The Little Bells” in “The Wand of Youth”.

4. Movement III. Bars 33 and 73: The Tranquillo sections are reminiscent of the “Sursum
Corda” for strings, brass and organ.

5. Movement IV. Bars 43-49 and 114-115: These recall a descending phrase from the
orchestra at the opening of the Violin Concerto.

6. 57-61: 1 have copied a delicate little interlude from “In the South”. For
harmonic considerations the sequence is one bar longer than the bridge section in the
Sonata. No other bars have been added or removed in the whole work.

7. 62 and later: The perky descending fourth is used in similar way to the
clarinet’s happy opening of Enigma Variation XIII (* * *).

8. 89-91 and 274-276: I have incorporated a few notes of the “Enigma” theme,
played marcato by trombones and horns.

9. 302-305: I have fitted staccato trombone phrases recognisable from the first
Pomp & Circumstance march and found also in “The Wild Bears” movement of “The
Wand of Youth”.

John Morrison, December 2015
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Movements
L Allegro maestoso
II. Allegretto

III.  Andante espressivo

IV.  Presto (comodo)

Instrumentation

Flauti I & 11

Piccolo

Oboi I & 11

Corno inglese (ad. lib.)
Clarinetti I & II in B-flat
Clarinetto basso (ad. lib.)
Fagotti I, 11
Contrafagotto (ad. lib.)
Corni I II, II & IV
Trombe I & II in B-flat
Tromboni I, II & III
Tuba

Timpani (3)

Percussion:

Side drum, Triangle, Cymbal, Bass drum

Violini I
Violini II
Viole
Violoncelli
Contrabassi

Timing

7:33
3:16
4:47
6:54
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Flauti I. 11,

Piccolo
Oboi 1. II.

Corno Inglese
I,
Clarinetti in Bb

II.

Clarinetto Basso in Bb

Fagotti L. II.

Contra Fagotto

I. 1.
Corniin F.
IIL. TV.

Trombe I. & II. in Bb.

I. 11,
Tromboni
I1I.

Tuba

3 Timpani

Side Drum

Triangle
Cymbal
Bass Drum

Violini L.

Violini II.

Viole.

Violoncelli.

Contrabassi.
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Allegro maestoso (J =100)
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