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THE SONG OF THE SHIRT

With fingers weary and worn,
With eyelids heavy and red,
A woman sat, in unwomanly rags,
Plying her needle and thread—
Stitch! stitch! stitch!
In poverty, hunger, and dirt, _
And still with a voice of dolorous pitch
She sang the ‘‘ Song of the Shirt! *’

““Work! work! work!
While the cock is crowing aloof!
And work—work—work,
Till the stars shine thro’ the roof!
It’s Oh! to be a slave
Along with the barbarous Turk,
Where woman has never a soul to save,
If this is Christian work!

““Work—work—work
Till the brain begins to swim;
Work—work—work
Till the eyes are heavy and dim!
Seam, and gusset, and band,
Band, and gusset, and seam,
Till over the buttons I fall asleep,
And sew them on in a dream!

“‘Oh, Men, with Sisters dear!
‘Oh, Men, with Mothers and Wives!
It is not linen you’re wearing out,
But human creatures’ lives!
Stitch—stitch—stitch,
In poverty, hunger, and dirt,
Sewing at once, with a double thread,
‘A Shroud as well as a Shirt.

“But wh%: do 1 talk of Death?
That phantom of grisly bone,
1 hardly fear his terrible shape,
It seems so like my own—
It seems so like my own,
Because of the fasts | keep;
Oh, God! that bread should be so dear,
And flesh and blood so cheap!

“Work—work—work,
In the dull December light,
And work—work—work,
When the weather is warm and bright,—
While underneath the eaves
The brooding swallows cling
As if to show me their sunny backs
And twit me with the spring.

““Oh! but to breathe the breath
Of the cowslip and primrose sweet—
With the sky above my head,
And the grass beneath my feet!
For only one short hour
To feel as 1 used to feel,
Before 1 knew the woes of want
And the walk that costs a meal!

“QOh, but for one short hour!

A respite, however brief!

No blessed leisure for Love or Hope,
But only time for Grief!

A little weeping would ease my heart,
But in their briny bed

My tears must stop, for ev'ry drop
Hinders needle and thread!”’

With fingers weary and worn,
With eyelids heavy and red,
A woman sat in unwomanly rags,
Plying her needle and thread—
Stitch! stitchl stitch!
In poverty, hunger, and dirt,
And still with a voice of dolorous pitch,—
Would that its tone could reach the Rich!—
She sang this *‘ Song of the Shirt!”’

THOMAS HOOD
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To my wife and children

The Song of the Shirt

Thomas Hood
Sidney Homer. Op. 25
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SONGS BY SIDNEY HOMER
PUBLISHED BY G. SCHIRMER, NEW YORK

Four EARLY Sravic Poems

Op. 5, No. 1. The Cossack
High and low (Original), each
No. 2. The Lost Shepherd
High and low (Original), eack
No. 3. The Scribe
High and low (Original), each
No. 4. The Youth’s Departure to the War
High and low (Original), each

EicHT POEMS BY TENNYSON

Op. 6, No. 1. ‘‘Break, Break, break’’
High and low (Original), each
No. 2. Crossing the Bar
High and low (Original), each
Orp. 7, No. 1. *“‘Sweet and low"’
High and low (Original), each
No. 2. “Thy voice is heard"'
High and low (Original), eack
No. 3. ‘‘Home they brought her warrior dead”’
High and low (Original), each
Op. 8, No. 1. The City Child
High and low (Original), each
No. 2. Minnie and Winnie
High and low (Original), each
Op. 9, No. 1. Enid’s Song
High and low (Original), cach

THREE SoNGcs BY THOMAS Hoop
Op. 10, No. 1. A Lake and a Fairy Boat
High and low (Original), each
No. 2. Autumn :
High and low (Original), each
No. 3. ‘It was the time-of roses’
High and low (Original), eack
Or. 11, No. 1. Daybreak. Poetry by LONGFELLOW
High and low (Original), each
No. 2. Baby’s Outing. Poetry by Mary Rip-
DELL CORLEY
High and low (Original), eack

THREE POEMS BY ROBERT BROWNING

Op. 12, No. 1. A Woman's Last Word
High and low (Original), each
No. 2. My Star
High and low (Original), each
No. 3. Prospice
High and low (Original), eack
Op. 13. The Poor Man’s Song. Words ANONYMOUS
High and low (Original), each
Op. 14, No. 1. The Last Leaf. Poetry by OLIVER
WeNDELL HoLMES
High and low (Original), eack

Six Sones FrROM ‘' UNDERwOODS,'’ By RoBERT Lours
STEVENSON
Opr. 15, No. 1. “'Singme a song of a lad that is gone’’
High and low (Original), each
Op. 15, No. 2. Requiem
High and low (Original), each
No. 3. The Unforgotten
High and low (Original), each
No. 4. The Stormy Evening
High and low (Original), eack
No. 5. The Country of the Camisards
High and low (Original), each
No. 6. Evensong
High and low (Original), each

THREE SonNGs FROM ‘‘ A CHILD'S GARDEN OF
VERSES,’”’ BY ROBERT Louls STEVENSON

Op. 16, No. 1. Pirate Story
High and low (Original), eack
No. 2. Young Night Thought
High and low (Original), each
No. 3. Singing
High and low (Original), each

Op. 17, No. 1. “‘How’s my boy?”’
NEY DOBELL
High (Original) and low, each
No. 2. ‘“From the brake the nightingale.’”
Words by WiLLiam ERNEST HENLEY
High and low (Original), each

Words by Sip-

.50
.50
.50

50

.40

.50

Op. 17, No. 3.
at Peace.
YEATS
High and low (Originai), eackh
No. 4. To Russia. Words by JoAQUIN MILLER
High and low (Original), each
Op. 18, No. 1. ““When windflowers blossom on the
. sea.” Words by CHRISTINA ROSSETTI
High and low, each

Michael Robartes Bids his Beloved be
Words by WiLLiaM BUTLER

No. 2. The Sick Child. Words by R. L.
STEVENSON. Medium
No. 3. The Pauper’s Drive. Words by T.

NokL. Medium

Or. 19. SEVENTEEN LYRICS FROM ‘‘SING-SoNG,"’
BY CHRISTINA ROSSETTI
PART 1

No. 1. ‘“‘Eight o'clock; the postman’s knock!"’

No. 2. ‘‘Baby cry—Oh fie!”

No. 3. ‘“‘Deadinthecold,asong-singing thrush’’

No. 4. ‘‘Love me,—I love you" }

No. 5. ‘‘Kookoorookoo! kookoorookoo !’

No. 6. ‘‘Boats sail on the rivers”

No. 7. ‘‘Inthe meadow—what in the meadow?"’

No. 8. ‘“The dog lies in his kennel”’ }

No. 9. ‘““Lie abed, sleepy head

No.10. ‘‘Mix a pancake, stir a pancake’ %

PART 11

No. 1. ““Who has seen the wind?"’

No. 2. ‘‘Dancing on the hilltops”’ }

No. 3. “‘A pocket handkerchief to hem~—"*

No. 4. ‘A motherless soft lambkin®’ }

No. 5. ‘Lullaby, oh lullaby!"” }

No. 6. ‘‘Hurt no living thing"’

No. 7. “‘Minnie and Mattie and fat little May’’
The two parls, complele in one volume
High and low, eack net $1.25

Op, 20. The Fiddler of Dooney. Poem by WiLLiAM

BUTLER YEATS .
Highin G min. (Original), Low in Fimnin., eack

Op. 21, No. 1. ‘‘The Eternal Goodness.”” Words by
Jorn G. WHITTIER
High and low, eack
No. 2. ‘‘“There’s Heaven above.’”’ Words from

‘‘Johannes Agricola in Meditation,’’ by
ROBERT BROWNING
High and low, eackh

Op. 22. ‘“‘BANDANNA BALLADS.”” POEMS BY HOWARD
‘WEEDON
No. 1. Mammy’s Lullaby

High, medium and low, each
No. 2. Uncle Rome (The Old Boatman)
High and low, each
No. 3. A Plantation Hymn
High and low, eack
No. 4. A Banjo Song
High or medium (Original) and low, eack
No. 5. Two Lovers and Lizette
Medium and low (Original), eack
The same, complele in one book
High and low, eack net $1.25

Op. 23, No, 1. April, April. Words by WiLLiaM
WaTtsoN. High (Original) and low, eack
No. 2. ‘‘Ferry me across the water.”” ‘Words

by CHRISTINA ROSSETTI
High and low (Original), eack
Op. 24. Dearest. Poem from ‘‘Hawthorn and Lav-
ender,’”’ by WiLLiaAM ERNEST HENLEY
High, medium and low, each
Op. 25. The Song of the Shirt. Poem by THoMaAS
Hoop. High (Original) and low, eack
Two SonNcs oF EXPERIENCE, BY WILLIAM BLAKE
Op. 26, No. 1. The Sick Rose
High (Original) and low, each
No. 2. Infant Sorrow. High and low, each

Two SoNGs oF THE OLD SouTH, BY HOWARD WEEDEN
Op. 27, No. 1. "Way down South
High and low (Original), eack

No. 2. The Song of the Watcher
High (Original) and low, each
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