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   IMPRESSIONS 

                             

                                   Five songs set to poems by 

               Alice Ruth Moore 

                    (Alice Dunbar-Nelson)



Alice Ruth Moore (1875-1935), the daughter of a once-enslaved mother, was born in New 
Orleans. She graduated from Straight University, and worked in New Orleans as an 
elementary school teacher.  

Moore moved north to Boston in 1895 after “Violets and Other Tales,” the collection of 
poems and stories that includes this set of poems, was published in The Monthly Review. She 
then moved to New York where, along with Victoria Earle Matthews and Maritcha Remond 
Lyons, she founded the White Rose Mission on East 86th Street in Manhattan. After 
spending a year there, Moore moved to Washington, DC to be with the poet Paul Laurence 
Dunbar (who she soon married). She separated from him in 1902, and moved to 
Wilmington, Delaware, where she taught at the Hampton Institute. It was in Delaware that 
she met her second husband, Dr. Henry A. Callis, who taught at Howard University. After 
her divorce from Callis, Alice married the civil rights activist (and poet) Robert J. Nelson.  

During the 1920s and 1930s Moore, who then went by the name Alice Dunbar-Nelson, was 
an activist for African American rights and women’s rights, appearing often as a speaker, 
and writing essays, reviews, and articles in newspapers, magazines, and academic journals. 

Her papers are kept at the University of Delaware. 

The painting on the cover is by my mother, June Fine (1932-2016), and this setting of these 
poems is dedicated to her memory.
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Elaine Fine
Alice Ruth Moore (Dunbar-Nelson)

IMPRESSIONS

THOUGHT.

This set of poems was written in 1895 by the 20-year-old Alice Ruth Moore (1875-1935) as part of her collection "Violets and  Other Tales." 
She is also known by as Alice Dunbar-Nelson.

dedicated to the memory of June Fine
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