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THE SUNSET TRAIL

An Operatic Cantata

THE ARGUMENT

The Indians are gathered in council about a smouldering camp fire. The council
opens with a prayer to the Great Spirit. GREY WOLF, the aggressive warrior, urges
the tribe to renewed struggle against the whites, asserting that a prophet has fore -
told victory for the red men, and a return of the old freedom to roam the pldins. OLD
MAN counsels peace and submission to the White Father. MEDICINE MAN supports
GREY WOLF’S contention by declaring that the holy men have noted signs portending
great events. CHIEF orders the tribesmen to go into the hills and communewith the
Great Spirit.

Scene Il reveals the camp at break of day, REDFEATHER,the young warrior,
appears to serenade his sweetheart, WILDFLOWER. After his stirring love song,
WILDFLOWER emerges from her tepee and joins him in a duet, at the close of which
she permits REDFEATHER to enfold her in his blanket, the accepted tribal act to
establish a betrothal.

MEDICINE MAN and warriors enter singing the ceremonial song,‘“Awake, Awake!”
to rouse the camp. A brave dashes in to report that the white soldiers have come
to compel the tribe to go to the reservation. The warriors are called together and,
led by the CHIEF and GREY WOLF, they depart to meet the whites in battle, despite
the counsel of OLD MAN. The women utter a prayer for their braves and invoke victory
from the Great Spirit. After an interval sounds of battle are heard in the distance.
Presently the defeated braves straggle in, among them REDFEATHER,who is mortally
wounded. WILDFLOWER rushes to meet him; he falls and, after promising to wait for
her in the Spirit Land, dies in her arms. The tribe joins the CHIEF in a prayertothe

Great Spirit, expressing submission to the will of destiny.
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THE SUNSET TRAIL

An Operatie Cantata
PART I

Scene, an Indian camp in the mountains; time, sunsef.
Indians are gathered in silence about a smouldering fire.
Chief, rising , addresses the Great Spirit.

CHIEF AND CHORCTS REDFEATHER
Great Spirit, O Great Spirit, The Prophet!
Thy people take Saw you the Prophet?
The sunset trail of destiny
Who onee possessed GREY WOLF
The fair rich valleys of the dawn. Hear ye!
Around a dying camp fire now The olden days shall come again,
ditpy dream old dreams of glory gone; The buffalo will roam the plain
Old visions fade, more faintly come ‘That once more shall be ours.
"BReogdlies -of their battle song. So spake the Prophet!
But, sti uered, free
§¥fﬂ%é1}1}al§;gl% ‘ey fa(,>e ’ REDFEATHER
Sitindst d nyas . o The Prophet! It is he
Great Spirit, O Great Spirit, Of whom the holy men have told.
Thou hast willed! "
T0ITIEW, 3IUOyY 9 AIATAAA
Gfeat Spirit, O Great Spirit, GREY WoLF
Tigoro v keod drsitriddoveid 1911A AT WL The Prophet, yea, the Prophet!

ow high our yearpings . - In this unhappy hour he speaks

g"{frdvvv{;%’. T AT B S APS DOV AEER o bl bid our ooy b strong.
tos: teditd 9@ sl (dodnsld 2id nAmshhe who was foretold shall come

g%ts?fﬁsfﬁfsi&m gﬁu‘ﬁ, To reunite our scattered tribes.

. One people shall they ever be,
The sound of battle dies away, .
e » 2 Isi 9o ot ynignizlBoBBybesiasdhe stars,
Filevdayp 16 vdbnegnoa [sinomot anrs And they shall repossess the earth.
Garezab Spinitz10i BleatoSpdvitgdd 1508 t10qo1 0Ssispakasthe Brvhhet, and bade usbe strong!

h t willed! . . .
; ngl'lteﬂ?ssgo‘}%sﬂlso 915 21oi116w odT .moitsvisast odi oic%%}?gsedni 9.

Great Spirit, O Great Spirit, _
wge%@@ptlgéamgnﬁ%sﬁ %%di $9smm ol “qu’éo‘ﬁ?é‘;’ y'é“\?!’rﬁ%i’?, bns 131HD sn.

y,?&ﬁ%‘flgbﬁrﬁﬁ‘b%ta%ixh“i?sﬁ@rﬁ@} 19(51G & Isii%hﬁrﬁéﬁ gfipattherdawni s 1o Ioznr
o ee, to

Thee. ome, ye warriors,
sonsiaib adt ai bisgd e1s slitsd To ebnuoe ITtefiblts apilibry cdl1(e 15910 o
Greatsgaplrﬁ, dereat §p1r1t, Come WArrions '
Thigydasteivolbeddanraaraasl mody gmoms (nr slirlgﬁsx%a 83vAE YT ob odt yI

10l }isw o ghiﬁﬁ&mm}sﬂs bos ellst sd ;mid tesm o} esdGREXTWRRISIW .|

3t oaorjong i SeRAbYH aaip] oditt odT @M 2%{'*312%%%2%%&3@‘5‘@ sew earth

The trails of other days — ynisash o Iliw oMhodwivites ieduaran 19 @Yol Biack .
at led into the dawn, So spake the Prophet!
. Hear ye!
Grieve not for battles lost,

Days that are gone, ‘CHORUS
Hear ye! Come,ye warriors,

For T have walked with him The day of bat'tle dawns;
Who hath communed with God. Come,.. ye warriors,

Hear ye! The field of glory calls.

Come, ye warriors, come!
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0 ye warriors, hear me!

The Great Father has forbidden

Allthe tribes to dance the ghost dance
That the Prophet has commanded.

If we disobey the Father,

He will send his stalwart warriors

With their weapons touched with lightnings.

I have spoken.

GREY WOLF

Not thus had we been counseled
By the warriors of the past.
They shrank not from battle.

(Murmuring among the braves)

MEN

Shall we be laughed at by the women?
Or shall we heed the Prophet?

(Chief commands silence)

CHIEF

Long since was it foretold
Around our fathers’ camp fires
That one should come to be ourliberator,

Lo, in the sunset hour,

A prophet has appeared.
The holy men alone

Shall say if he speak truly.

MEDICINE MAN

Last night the clouds passed and on
yonder hill

A buffalo stood in the moonlight.

And when the morning broke

An eagle was observed abovethe camp.

No sign is wanting that great things portend;

For’tis through birds and flowers and
lowly things

The Mystery unfolds.

Long have the holy men of many tribes

Its purpose sought, and now

One may with clearer vision see

And understand.

CHIEF AND CHORTS

Go ye into the hills,
And in the silence of the night
Commune with the Great Spirit.

Yea, let us go into the hills,
For there the soul finds solitude
And is alone with Him,

PART I1

Scene, same as Part One.

Dawn.

Music of the Indian

flngeolel‘((}ze lover’s flute) is heard. Wildflower is within her
lodge. The stage is empty when curfain rises, but as the sky
colors Redfeatlher enters carrying his flageolet, upon which he

has presumably heen playing.
REDFEATHER

Why does my heart sing like a bird
That greets the warm new day?
Why is the world so lovely now
With flowers along the way?

I have found my love, I have found my mate;
I have found my love, I have found my mate!

And so my heart sings like a hird
That greets the warm new day,
And O the world is lovely now
With flowers along the way.

BorH

I have found my love, I have found my mate;
I have found my love, I have found my mate!

(Wildflower emerges from tepee)

WILDFLOWER
My warrior of the noble heart!

REDFEATHER
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Come, my beloved, many dawns
Have whitened into day

While 1 have vainly waited;

Come, let us steal away.

Come, let us find the trail where love
Once dropped a flower and where

The heart goes singing evermore,
Come, let us wander there.

WILDFLOWER AND REDFEATHER

Together down life’s silver stream,
Together we shall drift and dream,
And in some far, enchanted grove
Together build our lodge of love.

WILDFLOWER

Ah, my beloved, all the dawns

Of all the days have brought

The white dawn of our dreaming.
Now is the glory wrought!

Lo, from my father’s lodge the trail
Leads to the bright new day,

And with a singing heart T come,—
Come with my love away.
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WILDFLOWER AND REDFEATHER

Together down life’s silver stream,
Together we shall drift and dream,
And in some far, enchanted grove
Together build our lodge of love.

(4s the lovers are departing, wrapped in
Redfeather’s blanket, the Medicine Man and
the warriors return)

CHORUS

Awake! The morn is come,
The night is gone, Awake!
Lo, in the glory dawns

The bright new day. Awake!

Awake! The sun is high,
The world is fair. Awake!
Lo, life calls anew

And bids you come, Awake!

" BRAVE (off stage)
Ho, ye! Ho, ye! Ho, ye!

CHIEF
Warriors, ho!

BRAVE (dashing in)
Ho, ye! Ho,ye! Soldiers!
They have come
To take us to the reservation!
OLD MAN

Yea, they have come

And we must follow them

Over the hills afar,

Warriors, lay aside those arms

By which the other tribes have perished.
CHIEF

The fighting men shall say
If there be peace or battle.

GREY WOLF
The holy men have spoken.

TrE MEN
Heed ye the Prophet! Heed ye the Prophet!

WOMEN (wailing)
Ah! Ahn!

CHORUS

Come, ye warriors,
An eagle feather awaits;
Come, ye warriors, come!

(Warriors depart for battle)

WILDFLOWER

Singing my warrior goes

Norgfears a hundred gfoes’;

The battle calls and though he falls
Singing he goes.

15572-68

But O the heart of me
No gladness knows,
Although it rides with him
Who singing goes.
Singing my warrior goes,
Nor fears a hundred foes;
The battle calls and though he falls,
Singing he goes.
WOMEN
0 Great Spirit, O Great Spirit,
Lead them; guard them; grant them victory.

(There is sqund of firing, battle shouts and
hoof beats of herses. There is a pause and
warriors straggle in defeated. Consternation
in the camp. 0ld Man, who did not participate
in the battle, reproaches Grey Wolf, one of the
first to return))

OLp MAN

Where is your prophet now?

GREY WOLF
Our medicine has failed!

CHIEF

We are vanquished, our bravest gone.
We are lost!

(Enter Redfeather, mortally wounded)

WILDFLOWER
0, my warrior!

REDFEATHER

Tomorrow in the spirit land
I shall sing at dawn and wait for you,
And sigh because you do not come.

WILDFLOWER

Ever at dawn

From out the spirit land

I shall hear your song,
And one day I shall come.

WILDFLOWER AND REDFEATHER

Together down life’s silver stream,
Together we shall drift and dream,
And in some far enchanted grove
Together build our lodge of love.

(Redfeather dies)

OLp MAN
We have heeded a false prophet.

CHIEF

Thus are we punished!

CHIEF AND CHORUS

Great Spirit, O Great Spirit,
We bow to destiny;

Over the sunset trail we come
To Thee, to Thee.

CURTAIN
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THE SUNSET TRAIL

An Operatic Cantata

Text by Music by
GILBERT MOYLE CHARLES WAKEFIELD CADMAN
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PART TWO “

SCENE two same as Part One. DAWN. Music of the Indian flageolet (the lover’s flute)is heard.
WILDFLOWER s within her lodge, but sings in duet with REDFEATHER inside of the tepee until
the time indicated in the score, when she joins him for the balance of the duet, The stage is

empty when curtain rises, but as the sky colors, REDFEATHER enters carrying his flageolet,
upon whick he has presumably been playing,
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