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String Quartet No.16 in E minor Georges Onslow
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MERTON MUSIC

Merton Music is devoted to making neglected string chamber music accessible to amateur (and
professional) players at prices which will positively encourage exploration. Using an extremely
economical method it prints music and sells it from stock direct to the player at the following

extraordinary prices per page of music, post-free:
U.K.65p. US.A15¢ Germany 25Pf Holland f 0,30 Australia 25¢ Sweden SEK 1.00

The Merton Music catalogue contains 87 works published in parts ready for the music stand on
100gsm A3 paper in a 160gsm cover, For 43 of these works separate scores are available. Here is a
brief summary:;
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MERTON COPYING SERVICE

The remainder of the Merton collection can be photocopied to order by Merton Copying Service.
The cost per page of music post-free is as follows:
U.K. 15p. U.S.A. 30¢ Germany 50Pf Holland f 0,60 Australia 50¢ Sweden SEK 2.50

All the 500 works in this collection are out of copyright and 90% are out of print and effectively
unobtainable from any other source. Here is a brief selection:
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Krommer Davidov Macfarren Volkmann (3) Raff Spohr (2)
Manns(5) Dittersdorf(2) Napravnik(3) Zelenski (3) | Rubinstein Stanford

- For fr‘efa catalogues of all this music contact the following:

Australia  Stephanie Hicks, 21 Bally Street, Kelvin Grove, Queensland 4049 Phone/Fax: (07)3352 5576
Germany  Wolfgang Schreiber, Franz-Schubert-Str. 12/1 69168 Wiesloch Phone: 06222/385117
Holland Caroline Bouwmari, Hobbemastraat 6'**, 1071 ZA Amsterdam .Phone: 020 6737943
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George Onslow (1784 - 1853) was named after his paternal grandfather the
first Earl of Onslow. His father Edward in 1780 became involved n a
homoseku}al scandal and fled to France where in 1782 he married an
aristocratic wife from the Auvergne. George, the eldest of his four sons,
was born at Clermont-Ferrand in 1784,

He showed an early aptitude for music and in his teens had piano lessons
from Cramer and Dussek. He spent a few years in Rotterdam and Hamburg
where his father had taken refuge from the political upheavals in France,
but returned to the Auvergne in 1800. There he became involved in
amateur musical activities, learned the cello on which he eventually
‘acquired a virtuosic technique, encountered the chamber music of Haydn,
Mozart and Beethoven and set about teaching himself to write such works
for himself. By 1807 he had written three string quintets, a piano sonata,
three piano trios and three string quartets - all without any formal
Instruction in composition.

In 1808 he went to Paris to study composition with Reicha, and this quartet
dates from shortly after that period of study.

In his lifetime his chamber music was widely available in several editions,
widely performed and highly regarded. Pleyel called him the French
Beethoven - but as publisher of his collected works he was perhaps not
impartial. Berlioz however, with no commercial axe to grind, endorsed this
description, and Schumann ranked his music with that of Mozart,
Beethoven and Mendelssohn.

The neglect of his music this century has been almost total. Not one of his
36 quartets is in print, and it has been left to another DIY publisher (SJ
Music of Cambridge) to produce three of his 34 string quintets. A few of
his works however have been recorded.

The original from which this edition is taken is from the collection
of Mr. Martin Eastick. We acknowledge with gratitude his generosity
in making it available for copying.
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