' Mr. HENRY PURCELL.



HE TempEsT is one of the earlieft and beft of Purcerr’s Compofitions for

the Stage : It has been often performed, and the Public are fo well acquainted
with its Merits, that any Thing, which the Editor could attempt to fay in favour
of them, muft appear fuperfluous.

The Words differ in many Places from DryDpEeN’s Play ; in the Mafk, almoft
entirely : It is fuppofed, that they were altered when the Play was made into an
Opera by SuapweLL, and that PurceLL was then employed to compofe new Mufic
for them : The former Mufic for the Play was probably compofed by MaTTHEW
Lock, and the Inftrumental Part of it which he publifhed in 1693, retained in the

Opera.

The Song, © Dear, pretty Youth,” has fometimes a trifling and rather ludicrous
Effect; which may be occafioned in a great Meafure, by accelerating the Time
too much 1n the latter Part. The Air 1s in 1tfelf an elegant one; and it might
be worth while to try, whether a better Efte&t would not be produced, by fing-
ing the whole in a flow and fomewhat pathetic Manner, as if Dorinpa were
under the Influence of fome Fear and Concern, in Confequence of what Prosrero
had faid to her : Though, it muft be owned, that this does not feem to accord
exaltly with the Author’s Defign. It may be worth remarking, that this Song is

not in the printed Copies of DrYDEN’s Play.

In the Execution of this Work, the Performer’s Convenience has been confulted
in refpet to the Pofition of the Notes, and turning over the Leaves. The
Figuring of the thorough Bafs, was attended with much Difficulty ; but therein,
the Editor was favoured with the Affiftance of one of the moft intelligent Mafters,
that do Honour to the Profeflion of Mufic; to whom, and the other Gentlemen
who have befriended him on this Occafion, with their Subfcriptions or otherwife,

he takes this Opportunity of acknowledging his Obligations.
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