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* The repetition of the Scherzo is written out in Violin I



Louis Spohr (1784 - 1859) was ranked as one of the great composers for much of the
19th century. He was born in Brunswick and as composer, violin virtuoso, conductor

and teacher he was highly esteemed in every réle. Throughout his life he was , ¢
involved in chamber music, not only as composer but as performer and organiser of | % 8
concerts. During his years at Kassel from 1822 he held weekly winter quartet parties & , , )
until 1858, the year before his death. 2 MERT ON MU S I C B
N N ‘ :
Altogether he wrote 36 string quartets, the first two when he was 20 or 21 (Op.4 ‘ 'i-: - o 'f{
No.2 in the Merton catalogue is one of them), the last more thgm half a century later 0‘.;0 : - | N : X
in 1857. Some half-dozen of these are in the then fashionable quatuor brillant style 8 2
with a virtuoso concerto-like part for the first violin and very subsidiary parts for the 3 4 &
others; but the majority are genuine chamber music in which the first violin part, '\:6: o , S , '{i:
though technically demanding, being written for the composer himself to play, is % . | | - &
properly integrated into the musical argument. ‘ ' .‘f;‘, ' - S P O H R .‘::‘.
' (1) ()
The three quartets of Op.74 are such works, dating from 1826 when Spohr was 'ii: ‘ 'ﬁi:
concentrating on chamber music after his first years in Kassel had been devoted X) X)
mainly to larger-scale works; the operas Jessonda and Der Berggeist, the oratorio & _ , | 2
The Last Judgment, incidental music to Macbeth, his 11th Violin Concerto and his 5 ‘ )
first Double-Quartet (for string octet). As a set Op.74 is Spohr's outstanding ";a:‘ STRING QU ARTET 9
achievement in the quartet medium. By this stage he had a settled ensemble at his b . . . X
winter quartet parties consisting of himself (first violin), the leader of his Kassel 5 in D minor 2
orchestra, Adolf Wiele (second violin), Spohr's brother Ferdinand (viola) and Nikolas : .‘::\‘ Op.74 No.3 'E-}‘ 3
Hasemann (cello). Apart from being an outstanding cellist, Hasemann was also a v v
virtuoso on the trombone! : % A | "::‘
- | ® o
No.3, which dates from December 1862, stakes a claim to be Spohr's best quartet all- }:; ‘ :e',:‘
round, as each movement maintains a consistently high level. The opening Allegro's % Q'
3/2 time signature features broad, sweeping themes with the second subject being a _ ) PARTS X
particularly romantic inspiration. A hymn-like Adagio in Spohr's noblest vein is not W : :,'{‘o
without moments of drama. Then, after the kaleidoscopic Scherzo, it can truly be said :-:; '::;
that the finale crowns the work in a non-stop display of contrapuntal complexity N : X
which can also accommodate an operatic-style second subject. As in the two earlier &) s
quartets of Op.74, this one also closes on a note of quiet restraint. | 0‘:54 . o , 0::4
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Chairman, Spohr Society of Great Britain $ 4504  Phone/Fax: 020 8540 2708 (+44 20 8540 2708) &
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If you would like to know more about Spohr and his music, why not become a ":;.- U ” ',::‘
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member of the Spohr Society For details write to the Secretary, 123 Mount View
Road, Sheffield S8 8PJ



