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This little quartet is something of a curiosity among Haydn's output. It
was written in 1785, four years after the very influential set of six
'Russian’ quartets of Op.33. It was published on its own the following
year, the only one of Haydn's quartets not to appear in a set. It is
shorter and simpler than any of his other mature quartets and is an
ideal point of entry for the amateur into Haydn's world.
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