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William Shield (1748-1829) was born and brought up on Tyneside. He studied
the violin with Charles Avison, took a leading part in concerts and theatre
orchestras throughout the north-east, and in 1772 moved to London. During
the next quarter century he had close links with the theatre, as a viola
player and composer and arranger of the operas at Covent Garden.

In 1791-2 he spent almost a year abroad, initially in revolutionary Paris with
his friend the antiquarian Joseph Ritson, and then in Italy. Though he
resumed the link with Covent Garden, his interest increasingly lay elsewhere.
‘Introduction to Harmony', the first of 'two remarkable musical anthologies
disguised as textbooks', was published in 1800. It was dedicated to the
Prince Regent, and contained among its many musical examples a Prelude
from Bach's 48, the first publication anywhere of any piece from this
collection.

Shield composed his three String Trios (1811) at Escrick, the Yorkshire
estate of Richard Thompson, to whom they are dedicated. Much of the
'Rudiments of Thorough Bass', published in 1815 as an Appendix to a revised
edition of the former volume and dedicated to Joseph Crosdill, was also
written at Escrick, where Shield 'not only experienced the gratifying
advantage of hearing the best music, but of examining the best foreign
theories with accomplished linguists'. The cellist Crosdill was a friend of the
Thompson family and a member of the king's private band. Shield was also a
member and in 1817 was appointed Master of the King's Band.

Like his previous String Trios (1796) this set contains a movement in the
uncommon time of 5/4, and also a movement entitled Waltz. This dance was
popular in Europe but did not make its appearance in England until 1812.
When included four years later in a London ball given by the Prince Regent,
it was described by The Times as an 'indecent foreign dance'.

Peter Smith
Rev. Ian Shield
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