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SYNOPSIS
Act 1

o “~m__a~’ ¢HE gold-strewn bath of Cleopatra is sunk in the midst of a spacious
garden. Through gigantic columns of carved rose-colored granite
\ the Nile is seen flowing silently in the background.

I With the rise of the curtain the stage is empty. From across the
j Nile drifts the chant of some Egyptians imploring the Unseen for
‘ rain. Mardion and Iras enter from the Palace. Iras notices that Mar-
S dion is pale as moonflowers. Mardion tells of her love for Meia-

moun, who hunts the lion in the ocean of sands. :

A eunuch enters from a small boat. Cleopatra is approaching. She would bathe ere-
the sun depart. The eunuch warns them that their queen’s moods that day are myriad
as the sands. Mardion summons slave girls and eunuchs to prepare the bath. The
eunuchs start the perfumed waters, the girls strew flowers on the steps. The cangia of
Cleopatra glides into view propelled in velvety smoothness by its fifty rowers.

As the cangia comes to its moorings, Cleopatra cries out that she stifles! She offers
her largest pearl for one drop of rain! The oncoming night terrifies her—with its
thought of the mummies, layers and layers of them, forty feet deep, lying face to face,
through eternity. She bewails the fate that has made her their ill-starred queen.

She implores the gods for something radiantly, rarely different from her monotonous
existence. >

Her arms are still extended in invocation, when a whistling arrow buries itself at her
feet. Cleopatra stifles a scream.

Vowing someone shall pay tenfold for this outrage she demands the papyrus wound
about the arrow. Mardion unwillingly gives it to her. Cleopatra reads, I love you,”
and repeats in her siren’s voice, ““I love you.”’ Far over the waters the head of a man
swimming is discerned. Cleopatra offers his freedom to the rower who shall bring this
man to her afive.

As the maidens of the bath begin to disrobe her, Cleopatra thanks the gods for this
swift answer to her appeal. She would be crowned, but with blossoms of lotus—this
night she will be less than queen, yet more woman than all others, because a brave man
has dared to say, “‘I love you.” Her hair is loosed—it falls in a cloud to her feet as
she stands revealed in her last gossamer tunic. Slave girls descend the steps of the bath,



shielding her with veils banded with silver. Cleopatra puts a foot into the water, utters
a piercing cry and wraps herself in the gauzes as a man staggers dripping from the pool.

Babel ensues. The eunuchs rush forward, lances pointed to kill. Recognizing him
as Meiamoun, Mardion insinuatingly places the papyrus in Cleopatra’s hand. i

Brought before Cleopatra he does not cringe but falls at her feet, his arms outstretched
as if before the shrine of a chosen goddess. Questioned, he can only speak the words,
“I love you.”” She jeers at his daring to love a queen. He begs for a swift sure death
now that they have breathed the same air.

Cleopatra refuses to take his life and offers to suy it—her coin the ensilvered hours of
one night of Egypt with her. She warns him when his hour comes inevitably with the
dawn, not to stir the placid surface of her pity. Mardion screams, rushes to him with a
dagger imploring him to let it strike now, unsullied by Cleopatra. The eunuchs seize
Mardion. Cleopatra taunts Meiamoun. Will he take his life orsell it to her fora night? He
raises the dagger, but with a wild cry flings it from him. Mardion breaks from the
eunuchs, seizes the dagger and kills herself. Cleopatra bids her be thrown to the croco-
diles. She desires to go to the palace. Leaning upon the arm of Meiamoun she enters
the cangia. It slowly glides away to the worshipful chanting of the cortege as the cur-
tain descends in the enveloping twilight.

Acr II
The Terraces of the Palace just before Dawn

The curtain rises as the slaves prepare the banquet. The guests stream out, some
from the gates of the second terrace and some from the gardens.

Cleopatra and Meiamoun appear at the top of the terraces.

Mefamoun wears a mantle constellated with stars. They descend the stairways as the
air is shattered with the shouts of guests acclaiming them.

Cleopatra seats herself on the throne, Meiamoun lies at her feet. She bids him sit
beside her.

Disturbed anew by Meiamoun’s devouring eyes she commands him to gaze on the
dance of the Greek maidens.

During the dance the slaves pass the viands on great carved golden trays and pour
the wine from jewel-incrusted vessels.

Meiamoun refuses every tempting dish.

He holds her yearningly and tells her that this hour is packed with more than all
eternity holds for other men.

She summons her desert girls to dance for him. The band of desert maidens weaves
out sinuously from all directions and begin their dance of madness.

Some of the guests snatch at the dancing girls who, too exhausted to resist, are car-
ried screaming and laughing to hidden spots of the gardens. Meiamoun’s head is pillowed
upon Cleopatra’s heart.

She bids him let her hear, yet once again, the magical words which flung wide the
portals of her heart. Flaming anew at his words she tells him of a little white temple
hidden in her gardens where they can be alone.



Their arms entwined they start to seek it, when Mefamoun cries that they cannot
reach it now and points to the first faint signs of day. :

Cleopatra demands that the canopies be drawn; for a whole month shall darkness
reign !

She vows the night is still his. Proudly he tells her she has left him nothing to desire-—
but one thing perhaps —when his soul first wings faltering to far places—will she hold
its earthly shell to her heart? She promises.

A sinister slave enters and presents Meiamoun with a vase containing a poisoned
draught. Meiamoun holds it high saluting the gods.

Cleopatra cries, drawing down his arm, bidding him live, live—but to love her.

Meiamoun shows the first sign of wavering as the clarion call of horns is heard from
without. Iras rushes in warning that Antony is near. Meiamoun drains the cup and
falls at her feet as if shot.

Four heralds of Antony enter to give Cleopatra greetmg Antony has ridden
through the night to be with her at dawn.

She bids them ride back and tell him she awaits him—eagerly. They go.

The slaves draw near to cover Meiamoun’s body.

Cleopatra holds him to her heart telling him in broken tones that she keeps her
promise.

Antony calls to her from the distance. She answers that she is coming to him and
slowly enters the palace as the slaves cover Meiamoun, and the same chant for rain her-

alds the birth of another day in Egypt.
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CHARACTERS
CLeoPATRA Queen of Egypt
MEeiamMouNn A Young Egyptian
Mark ANTONY
MARDION Favored Maid to the Queen
Iras A Maiden
DioMEDESs Chief of Cleopatra’s Rowers
A Eunvuch -
Tue DisTiLLER oF Porsons
AntonY’s Crrer OFFICER
A Gusst
A Huncry Guest
A Femare Guest

—ALSO—

Dramatic Soprano
Tenor

Baritone

Mezzo Soprano
Mezzo Soprano

Baritone

‘Baritone

Tenor

Bass

Mezzo Soprano

Cleopatra’s slaves, Eunuchs, Female attendants, Rowers, Banquet guests,
Greek girls, Desert girls, Hump-backed dwarfs, Magicians, Musicians,

Antony’s heralds and his attending retinue.

SCENES

Acr 1. The Baths of Cleopatra at the foot of her summer palace at Sunset.

Acr II. The Terraces of the Palace just before Dawn.
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CLEOPATRA’S NIGHT 1
(UNE NUIT DE CLEOPATRE)
Act 1
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Curtain rises slowly. Scene: - The baths of Cleopatra at the
foot of her Summer Palace. Sunset.

Le rideau se léve lentement. Scéme: Les bains de Cléopatre preés de son
palais, au coucker du soleil.
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(Sunk,lin a garden whose verdant vegetation climbs the gigantic stairs of rose granite which lead to the Palace — the
- bath of porphyry reveals its depths strewn with gold dust. The Nile flows silently sinister in the background.)

(On voit, caché dans un jardin ou la riche verdure couvre un grand escalier de granit rouge, un bassin de-porphyre dont la pro-
Au fond ae la scéne coule le Nil, stlencieux ef sinistre.)

fondeur tuisselle de gouttes d'or.

(Egyptians chanting from the distance across the Nile.)
(Au loin les Egyptiens chantent sur la rive opposée du Nil.)
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. (He goes Back and searches the Nile with his eyes.)
(11 monte vers le fond de la scénme parcourant _des yeux le Nil.)
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The Eunuch (warningly)
L’EBunuque (avertissant)

A S -

(MARDION claps her hands to summon the attendants.
appear Eunuchs with lances and young slave girls.)

From all sides

(MARDION frappedes mains pour appeler les esclaves. De tous cotés les eunuques
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18 (to the girls)
i(, aux estiaves)
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Some Eunuchs start the fountains; the girls playfully catch the spray from the breasts of th_é caryatides and
pour le bain. Des Eunuques font jouer les fontaines. Les filles en badinant attrappent de leurs mains la rosée dargent

bd- l’"L ' \

A
/]
T
.=
.
of

s 1 if * ~ ) . - — T
ANIV4 .L . Vi % } — -
- [J . .
e ba Ve . e .
b —F i ne b
T
throw it on the Eunuchs who stand immobile.)
qui tombe des seins des cariatides, ef en éclaboussent les Eunuques immobiles.)
—_— ) —0 L ' .
o N e N - R - —;j:"
. iy iz : = —
| fam Lo ] 1 v LI A
AN V4 | =
)]
h— créesc.
* 7] 2 -5 Zal 7K
! hg: e LB iz e
e ta | =
Ry D UYd e UVd e . Y sl e
be | - }'[T i e 7

73308-155



19

(MARDION claps her hands and signifies to the slaves to make ready to receive CLEOPATRA. The Cangia

-of Cleopatra glides into view propelled like velvet by its fifty rowers.
CLEOPATRA reclines upon a little bed supported upon griffin’s feet.)

La Cange de CLEOPATRE

highly colored and giided.

(MARDION frappe des mains et fait signe aux esclaves de se préparer a recevoir la Reine.

-To the center rises a tent of honor

apparait avec la rapidité veloutée ,que peuvent lut donner ses cinquante rameurs. Au miliew de la barque séléve la. tente d’honneur,

vivement coloriée et doree.

Allegro

' CLEOPATRE est étendue sur une couche & pieds de griffon.)
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(A slave stands beside her waving a large fan of ibis feathers. A very young slave girl
moistens the little reed blinds with scented water.)
(Une esclave debout prés delle balance wn grand éventail de plumes d'tbis.  Une jeune esclave arrose
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(CLEOPATRA wears a golden helmet and many multi-colored heavy jewels in contrast to a robe of

vapory whiteness.) ©

(CLEOPATRE est coiffée d'un casque d'or, elle est étincclante de pierreries massives et bariolées, qui contrastent avec

la blanche vapeur de sa robe.)
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Moderato con moto

CLEOPATRA

21

(who has been lying still, cries out)

(qui est restée tmmobile, s’écrie)
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(A black slave appears, bearing a tray lader -with cups. He pours a draught from a vase.)
(Un esclave éthiopien entre portant un platean churgé de coupes. Ilen remplit une avec une amphore.)
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22 (CLEOPATRA barely touches her

' lips to the goblet then pushes it away.)

(offering drink) (CLEOPATRE  touche & peine la
MARDION (offrant %; breuvage) ,  Coupe dubout des lévres et la repousse.)
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