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Preface 

These collections of sonatinas, written in the Spanish Baroque and 
Classical styles, are reminiscent of the works of Dominico Scarlatti, 
Carlos de Seixas and Antonio Soler. The unusual dance rhythms and 
wildly hectic attitude in thematic and harmonic structure, was the 
trademark of the Spanish Baroque style. The works were often directly 
influenced by the traditional dances of the various regions of Spain, 
these driving and relentless rhythms continue to be utilized by 
countless composers even far beyond the Baroque period. 

This particular opus took about 6 years to complete and is made up of a 
great deal of scraps of themes and motifs that I scribbled down, and 
put away for awhile. In many of the pieces, I have attempted to convey 
a certain mood, or emotion that will place images in the mind of the 
listener. I have refrained from denoting them in the manuscript (as is 
done in “program” music), as the rhythms themselves should give a 
general idea of the mood of the piece. The individual Sonatinas have 
open blank pages at the end of the piece that would be suitable for 
notes, both for teaching and study purposes. 

They were written with both the piano and harpsichord in mind, but may 
be, in my opinion, more suitable for the latter in respects to the 
style. Precision of rhythm is paramount in the proper of execution of 
the works and the harpsichord lends itself more to that ability than 
the piano. Expression markings are present for the sake of pianists, 
but only suggestions. Dynamic markings are kept in a strict “classical” 
sense, but the performer is expected to add their own interpretative 
freedoms, here and there, in order to make the pieces more artistic. As 
I am a violinist, and not a pianist, I hope that common sense will 
prevail in the performer as to what I may lack in piano technique 
notation. For this reason, I leave the interpretation to a more skilled 
keyboardist than I may ever hope to be. 

I hope that they will ultimately serve more as teaching pieces, but if 
they end up on the recital programme, than so be it—they will have 
served a double duty and their actual purpose for creation will have 
been fulfilled. Their brief length makes them suitable for use 
particularly as encore material. Nonetheless, the pieces range from 
rather simple to very complex in execution, and I hope that they will 
be of great enjoyment for all. This opus is dedicated to Our Lady of 
Guadaloupe, Patroness of the Americas. 

Dominus Vobiscum. 

Jerald Franklin Archer 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
June 2010 
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Sonatina Espania No. 4 

Allegro con fuoco J.F. Archer, Op. 3
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Sonatina Espania No. 5 

Allegro appassionato J.F. Archer, Op. 3 
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